
City of Arvada 

NOTICE 
 

A combined Public Meeting of the Arvada City Council will be held at 
6:00 p.m. on the 10th day of August, 2020 at City Hall and virtually. 
Members of the public may watch the meeting on Comcast channels 8 
and 880 or on the livestream at arvada.org/live-stream. Due to COVID-
19 social distancing requirements seating at City Hall will be extremely 
limited. City Council and City staff will hold a workshop to discuss 
various issues.  An agenda or agenda information, if available, is 
attached hereto.  
 
Date posted: August 7, 2020 
Time posted: 5:00 p.m. 

 Kristen R. Rush   
    Kristen R. Rush 

City Clerk/Recording Secretary 
 
 
IF YOU NEED ANY SPECIAL SERVICES, ASSISTANCE, OR 
ACCOMMODATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT THE CITY OF ARVADA BY CALLING 
KRISTEN RUSH, 720-898-7546. 
 
 



City of Arvada
City Council Agenda

AUGUST 10, 2020
WORKSHOPS

 

Councilmembers:
Marc Williams, Mayor
Dot Miller, Mayor Pro-Tem
Bob Fifer, At large
Nancy Ford, District 1
David Jones, District 4
John Marriott, District 3
Lauren Simpson, District 2 

Staff Members Usually Present:
Mark Deven, City Manager
Lorie Gillis, Deputy City Manager
Rachel Morris, City Attorney
Don Wick, Director of Public Works
Sharon Israel, Director of Utilities
Ryan Stachelski, Dir. of Community & Economic Development 
Bryan Archer, Director of Finance
Rob Smetana, Manager of City Planning & Development
Ben Irwin, Chief Communications Manager
Kristen Rush, City Clerk 

Info: 720-898-7550

THIRD FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

5:00 P.M. 
Legal Advice, Pursuant to C.R.S. 24-6-402(4)(b) Relating to Grandview Station Appeal and New Appeal Process 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
6:00 PM

   

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL OF COUNCILMEMBERS
   

2. WORKSHOPS

  A. Ordinance Chapters 18 and 42 Adopting the 2018 International Building and Fire Codes, with 
Amendments and Adopting the State Electrical Code

  B. Sub-Area Planning Efforts
  C. Staff Updates
   

3. ADJOURNMENT



REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL
WORKSHOP

AGENDA ITEM
2.A. 

  

TO:  THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL   DATE:  August 10, 2020
   

SUBJECT:  Ordinance Chapters 18 and 42 Adopting the 2018 International Building and Fire Codes, with 
Amendments and Adopting the State Electrical Code
 
Report in Brief
 

Periodically, the City updates its Building and Fire Code regulations by amending and adopting the most recent versions of the 
International Codes and National Electrical Code.  The proposed Ordinances Chapter 18 and 42 would adopt the 2018 Versions 
of these codes, with local amendments.  In addition our team is proposing to reference the State Electrical Code which will 
provide for consistent, timely, automatic updates of the National Electrical Code.

Staff has previously reached out to the Home Builders Association.  No feedback has been received to date, potentially because 
of COVID-related disruptions. Additional feedback requests are being made to the HBA and Development Community based 
on the Advisory Board recommendations.

The Arvada team seeks feedback from the City Council in association with a future recommendation to adopt Chapter 18 and 
Chapter 42 as amended.

 

Background
 

Updated model building codes are published by the International Code Council (building and fire codes) and National Fire 
Protection Association (electrical code) every three years.  These codes are widely adopted by jurisdictions around the country 
and in various other countries around the world and they provide the foundation and guidelines for creating a safe built 
environment.  Typically the City of Arvada has adopted the newest version of these codes, with local amendments, every three 
or six years which is the best practice for ensuring the most recent safety provisions and recent innovations in material science 
and construction methods are utilized.

The Building Code Advisory Board met on June 16, 2020 and again on July 16, 2020 to review and discuss these proposed 
Ordinances.  The Board voted to recommend the Ordinance, including changes to residential sprinkler systems, on a vote of 3-
2.

Our team has previously reached out to the Home Builders Association.  No feedback has been received to date, potentially 
because of COVID-related disruptions. Additional feedback requests are being made to the HBA and Development 
Community based on the Advisory Board recommendations.  
 

Strategic Alignment
 

The proposed Ordinances are in alignment with the Building Division mission, outlined in the CED Strategic Business Plan, to 
provide safe, code compliant, energy efficient buildings to our customers and community. The CED Strategic Business Plan 
aligns with the City Council Strategic Plan, Community and Economic Development Priority Area. The proposed ordinances 
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ITEM: 2.A. 

supports the following Principle:

Maintains and protects the health, safety, and welfare of the public by ensuring safe buildings in the community, while 
providing excellent customer service. 
 

Next Steps
 

City Council will have a public hearing for the adoption of the ordinance on September 14, 2020. 
  
 Prepared by:
 Stephanie Wallace, Administrative Specialist
  
 Reviewed by:
 Toni Riebschlager, Law Office Administrator 7/27/2020
  
Approved by:  
 

Brita Van Horne, Deputy Director of Community & Economic Development 7/24/2020
Josie Suk, Development Systems and Administrative Manager 7/24/2020
Ryan Stachelski, Director of Community and Economic Development 7/24/2020
Hannah Gregory, Legal Administrative Assistant 7/24/2020
Emily Grogg, Senior Assistant City Attorney 7/27/2020
Rachel Morris, City Attorney 7/29/2020
Lorie Gillis, Deputy City Manager 7/29/2020
Mark Deven, City Manager 7/29/2020
 

Enclosure, exhibits & attachments required to support the report



SUMMARY MINUTES OF THE ARVADA BUILDING CODE ADVISORY BOARD
JUNE 16, 2020

CALL TO ORDER – at 6:15 p.m.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS
Those present were: Cheryl Cheney; Dave Rhodes, Secretary; Daniel Cupit; John “Blake” 
Tomlinson; Jim Johansen and Daniel Yeager.

THOSE ABSENT

None

Also present: Brita Van Horne, Building Official; Steven Parker, Fire Marshall, Arvada Fire 
Protection District; Emily Grogg, Senior Assistant City Attorney; Adam Quintana, Assistant 
Building Official; Don McPherson, Asst. Building Official; Nate Romero, Plans Examiner II; Kyley 
Flynn, Plans Examiner I;  Josie Suk, Manager of Administrative Services and Development 
System and Stephanie Wallace, Recording Secretary.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - The minutes of July 18, 2019 stand approved as printed.

NEW BUSINESS

Adoption of the 2018 International Building and Fire Codes with Amendments

Brita Van Horne discussed the major changes to the Building Code Amendments; she 
highlighted changes to contractor licensing, permit expiration and duties of the building official. 
She stated that these changes are to provide more flexibility to the code to assist and help our 
customers. She recognized the fact that the Building Contractor Licensing ordinance also 
supports the Municipal Contractor licensing and made adjustments including matching the 
Denver General Contractor licensing categories, for streamlined reciprocal licensing to help 
resolve the few recurring licensing conflicts.

Dan Cupit and Brita Van Horne had discussion on 18-33(a) Code Enforcement duties.  

Dan Cupit asked if there is any period of time that limits the ability to reopen a permit.  Brita Van 
Horne stated that the intent is not to reopen permits that are properly closed but for permits that 
were closed without final approval.    

Brita Van Horne discussed the standard process for updating the fees every year.  We are also 
changing the license renewal period for electrical and plumbing licenses to 3 years which will 
match the State licensing renewal periods.  

Don McPherson discussed the changes to the International Building Code and some of the 
items to coincide with the fire provisions.  He discussed the live work units and changes to 
clarify home occupation size and limits to be compatible with the Land Development Code 
update.   



Steven Parker talked about the new amendment allowing more temporary severe weather 
shelters and operational permits. 

Blake Tomlinson asked if building is requiring the small businesses to register with the City. 
Brita Van Horne stated they would follow the Land Development Code which does not require 
small business registration at this time. 

Don McPherson discussed roofing provisions about flashing that are not in the IBC and wind 
speed.  Dan Cupit has concerns/recommendations with roofing and flashing and will provide 
information to discuss at the next meeting.  A potential edit to section 18-117 can be reviewed 
then.

The Board had a discussion on where the wind speeds came from and suggested that the wind 
speed be increased west of Highway 93 based on the most recent structural engineering data 
for this area of Colorado.  

Dan Cupit and Brita VanHorne had a lengthy discussion on making a policy guide instead of 
amending items in the roofing section.  Kyley Flynn stated there is a committee working on the 
ICC roofing guide and once complete, this may be a policy document to consider using to 
address best practices not spelled out in the code. 

Don McPherson and Brita VanHorne discussed removing the section requiring elevator and 
conveyance permits as it is redundant. 

Don McPherson talked about the deletion of swimming pool requirements with the proposed 
adoption of the Swimming Pool and Spa Code.  

Nate Romero the residential code, appendix F radon control methods.  Brita VanHorne 
discussed more of the adoption. 

Nate Romero discussed adding in the manual J criteria to the design tables in Section 18-181. 
Again, the wind speed west of Highway 93 was modified.

Daniel Yeager discussed the ground and roof snow load.  The group decided it was appropriate 
to adopt a 30 pound roof and ground snow load based on historic data/lack of snow related 
failures.

Brita Van Horne talked about the Appendix M in the IRC and matching State Licensing 
categories up to 8 children. 

The Board had discussion on having another meeting on suggestions/recommendations for the 
IBC.

Kyley Flynn discussed the proposals of the energy conservation code with amendments to 
simply align with the administrative section of our Ordinance as it relates to fees, violations and 
similar items.   



Brita Van Horne discussed more about the insulation with the energy conservation and advised 
she has tried to reach out to the Homebuilders Association, but has not received any feedback.

Dan Cupit expressed concerns regarding SPF Foam and the required roof cavity insulation. He 
suggested looking at what Denver did and maybe adopting what they require.    

Steven Parker gave a presentation on the proposed residential fire sprinkler systems on new 
single family construction.  He stated that our neighboring cities, Westminster, Superior, 
Louisville, Golden Boulder and Erie have had this in place for the past 7 years.

Blake Tomlinson and Steven Parker discussed that there are not enough suppliers to give 
comparative bids for the sprinkler systems and delays. 

Dan Cupit stated there was discussion from council, asked for the input from the Arvada 
Chamber and the business community.  He advises the board members that we may want to 
get this input. 

Dan Cupit and Steven Parker had a discussion about data on cost savings and cost difference 
in having the sprinklers.  

Jim Johansen stated he would like more information from the Building Officials from 
Westminster or Superior on inspections, before the board gives approval.  

The Board suggested that Steve Parker gets more information in writing, more preparation and 
have another meeting before approval.

Kyley Flynn discussed that there are no major changes, just clean up on:   

● INTERNATIONAL EXISTING BUILDING CODE
● INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE
● INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL CODE
● INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE

Brita Van Horne Property Maintenance Code there are no changes.

Kyley Flynn discussed the Swimming Pool and Spa Code, how it gives more flexibility at plan 
review before it becomes constructed.  The major item which will be streamlined is the proper 
use of barriers or swimming pool covers in lieu of barriers.  

Brita Van Horne stated the Board had previously discussed changes to the Ordinance which will 
automatically adopt the State Electrical Code and there were no additional questions about this 
Section.

Steven Parker discussed the changes in section 42 fire code, the required operational permit 
and the major change is to the mobile food preparation vehicles.  He highlighted changes to the 
revamping of the fire apparatus access road.  Modification on record keeping.  Marking for 
storage height.  All Weather driving surface.  Removal of dead ends.  



Another major change from 2015 IFC is the methodology of testing in-building radio 
communication systems.  Rewording the existing language in section 42 to give more flexibility. 

A question was asked about anchoring temporary structures.  Steven Parker noted that water 
barrels are prohibited for anchoring tents.  

The group had a brief discussion on the residential stoves in certain commercial occupancies 
types.     

There was a general discussion on how the fire code is similar and consistent with the 
surrounding jurisdictions.

Emily Grogg stated we could have a follow up meeting based on the input that we get from the 
Board with the changes and make an appointed agenda.  

It was agreed by the Board to have another follow up meeting to adopt the 2018 International 
Building and Fire Codes with Amendments
  
OLD BUSINESS

Ms. Grogg stated that there were not many changes to the bylaws, other than cleaning them 
up.

Ms. Cheney asked for a motion on the Bylaws

Mr. Johansen moved that the Updates to the Building Code Advisory Board Bylaws be 
approved.

The following votes were cast on the motion: 
Those voting yes: Cheney, Rhodes, Cupit, Tomlinson, Johansen, Yeager.
Those absent: None
The motion carried.



ELECTIONS 

Nomination for Chair - Cheney
The following votes were cast on the election: 
Those voting yes: Cupit, Johansen, Rhodes, Tomlinson, Yeager, Cheney
Those voting no: None
Those absent: None 

Nomination for Vice Chair - Yeager
The following votes were cast on the election: 
Those voting yes: Cupit, Johansen, Rhodes, Tomlinson, Yeager, Cheney
Those voting no: None
Those absent: None 

Nomination for Secretary - Rhodes
The following votes were cast on the election: 
Those voting yes: Cupit, Johansen, Rhodes, Tomlinson, Yeager, Cheney
Those voting no: None
Those absent: None 

ADJOURNMENT 8:57 p.m.

                                                        

____________________________________________    
Dave Rhodes, Secretary

__________________________________________
Stephanie Wallace, Recording Secretary
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COUNCIL BILL NO. 20-
ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REENACTING CHAPTER 18, BUILDINGS AND 
BUILDING REGULATIONS, OF THE ARVADA CITY CODE THROUGH THE ADOPTION 

OF GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS AND THE ADOPTION, BY 
REFERENCE, OF THE 2018 INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE, THE 2018 

INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE, THE 2018 INTERNATIONAL ENERGY 
CONSERVATION CODE, THE 2018 INTERNATIONAL EXISTING BUILDING CODE, 

THE 2018 INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE, THE 2018 INTERNATIONAL 
MECHANICAL CODE, THE 2018 INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE, THE 2009 

INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE, THE 2018 INTERNATIONAL 
SWIMMING POOL AND SPA CODE, THE STATE ADOPTED NATIONAL ELECTRICAL 

CODE, AND THE ADOPTION OF PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARVADA, COLORADO:

Section 1.  Chapter 18 of the Arvada City Code is hereby repealed as set forth above.  

Section 2.  Article I, In General, of Chapter 18, Buildings and Building Regulations, of the 
Arvada City Code is hereby enacted to read as follows:

ARTICLE I.  IN GENERAL

Sec. 18-1.  Rules of construction.

(a) Scope. Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following words and terms shall, for the 
purposes of this Code, have the meanings indicated in this chapter. 

(b) Interchangeability. Words used in the present tense include the future; words in the 
masculine gender include the feminine and neuter; the singular number includes the 
plural and the plural, the singular. 

(c) Terms defined in other codes. Where terms are not defined in this Code such terms shall 
have meanings ascribed to them as in other code publications of the International Code 
Council (I.C.C.). 

(d) Terms not defined. Where terms are not defined through the methods authorized by this 
section, such terms shall have ordinarily accepted meanings such as the context implies. 

Sec. 18-2.  Definitions. 

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning: 

Building service equipment means any plumbing, mechanical, electrical, and elevator 
equipment including piping, wiring, fixtures, and other accessories which provide sanitation, 
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lighting, heating, ventilation, cooling, refrigeration, firefighting, and transportation facilities 
essential to the occupancy of the building or structure for its designated use, or any swimming 
pool, spa, or hot tub equipment, or any elevator, escalator, or moving walk. 

Chief building official or building official means the city employee charged with the 
administration and enforcement of this Code and the technical codes, or his/her designees.  For 
the purposes of enforcing the International Property Management Code (I.P.M.C.), chief 
building official includes the Chief of the Arvada Police Department and the Arvada Police 
Neighborhood Services Supervisor and their designees.

Contractor means any person, firm, partnership, corporation, or organization that, for a 
fee or value received, undertakes to perform any of the operations governed by the technical 
codes.

Exception:  If a public utility company or a water and sanitation or other similar district is 
engaged in the installation, operation, or maintenance of equipment that will be used for 
the production, generation, or distribution of the utility, product, or service from their 
source through the facilities owned or operated by such company or district to the point 
of customer service, neither such company or districts, nor employees thereof, shall be 
considered contractors.

Contractor also means a person performing work governed by this chapter for a fee or value 
received and for a person or entity that is appropriately licensed or registered.

Combination permit means a type of building permit that is issued to a general contractor 
and includes the subcontractor's valuation and fees as a part of the permit. Only a combination 
permit shall be issued where more than one (1) category of work is involved. 

Exception:  The building official may issue separate permits when a general contractor is 
not required for the scope of work involved, or when the building official finds good 
cause. 

Electrical contractor means a person, firm, corporation, partnership, association, joint 
venture, or other entity that, for a fee, undertakes or offers to undertake for another the planning, 
laying out, supervising and installing or the making of additions, alterations, or repairs in the 
installation of wiring apparatus and equipment for electrical light, heat, or power.  A registered 
professional engineer who plans or designs electrical installation shall not be classified as an 
electrical contractor.

General contractor means a person, firm, corporation, partnership, association, joint 
venture, or other entity that, for a fee, undertakes or offers to undertake for another the planning, 
supervising and installing or the making of additions, alterations, repairs to or constructs new 
structures, utilities, or rights of way and who first obtains a permit for a construction project that 
requires more than one (1) type of permit (i.e., a combination permit). 

Technical codes means those codes adopted by this jurisdiction containing the provisions 
for design, construction, alteration, addition, repair, removal, demolition, use, location, or 
occupancy, and maintenance of buildings, structures, building service equipment, utilities, and 
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rights-of-way.  It also includes the International Fire Code (I.F.C.). 

Secs. 18-3 – 18-30.  Reserved.

Section 3.  Article II, Administration, of Chapter 18, Buildings and Building Regulations, of the 
Arvada City Code is hereby enacted to read as follows:

ARTICLE II.  ADMINISTRATION

DIVISION 1.  GENERAL AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Sec. 18-31.  General. 

(a) Title. These regulations shall be known as the “administrative code,” may be cited as 
such, and will be referred to herein as “this Code," either separately or in conjunction 
with the technical codes. 

(b) Purpose. The purpose of this Code is to provide for the administration and enforcement 
of the technical codes adopted by this jurisdiction. 

(c) Copy on file. At least one (1) copy of each technical code adopted by reference is on file 
in the office of the city clerk and may be inspected during regular business hours. 

Sec. 18-32.   Applicability.

(a) General.  The provisions of this Code shall serve as the administrative, organizational, 
and enforcement rules and regulations for all technical codes within this chapter.  These 
provisions shall apply to the site preparation, construction, installation, alteration, 
moving, demolition, enlargement, replacement, abatement, repair, use, occupancy, 
location, or maintenance of any building or structure, or part thereof, and building service 
equipment within this jurisdiction.

(b)      Conflicts.  In the event of a conflict between any provision of this administrative code and 
a provision contained in any of the technical codes, this Code shall prevail. In the event 
of a conflict between a technical code and an amendment to a technical code, the 
amendment shall prevail.

(c)  Conflicts between technical codes.  In the event of a conflict between any of the 
provisions of the technical codes, those provisions providing the greater safety to life 
shall prevail.  In conflicts where sanitation, life safety, or fire safety are not involved, the 
most restrictive provision shall prevail.

(d)      Different materials.  Where, in a specific case, different sections of the technical codes 
specify different materials, methods of construction, or other requirements, the most 
restrictive shall govern.  Where there is a conflict between a general requirement and a 
specific requirement, the specific requirement shall prevail.

(e) Other codes and standards.  Any code or standard referenced in the technical codes shall 
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be considered part of the requirements of this ordinance to the prescribed extent of each 
such reference.  Where differences occur between provisions of the technical codes and 
provisions of the referenced code or standard, the provision of the technical code shall 
prevail.

Exceptions:

1. Whenever a technical code references the I.C.C. Electrical Code, that 
reference shall be to the National Electrical Code most recently adopted 
by Arvada.

2. Whenever a technical code references the I.C.C. Zoning Code, that 
reference shall be to the Arvada Land Development Code most recently 
adopted by Arvada.

(f) Compatibility of I.C.C. Codes.  I.C.C. codes are drafted and intended to be used in 
coordination with each other.  Arvada recognizes the compatibility of I.C.C. codes.  
Arvada also recognizes that in many cases, portions of one I.C.C. technical code are 
excerpted in another technical code for ease of understanding and use.  Excerpts from one 
technical code that appear in another technical code are designated by section numbers 
appearing in parentheses after each section number of the code in which the excerpts 
appear
In cases where a provision from one technical code has been excerpted from another 
technical code, and where this code contains an amendment to, deletion of, or addition to 
such text, Arvada has endeavored to make the change to both the technical code from 
which the text was excerpted and the technical code in which the excerpted text appears.  
To the extent that this code contains an amendment to, deletion of, or addition to a 
section of a technical code which is either excerpted from or into another technical code, 
such amendment, deletion or addition shall be construed to apply to the corresponding 
technical code. 

(g) Appendices.  Any appendix of any technical code that is not specifically adopted by 
reference shall have no force or effect.

(h) Department created.  Whenever any technical code refers to the creation of a department 
charged with or authorized to enforce this Code or any technical code, that reference shall 
be to the Arvada building inspection division.  The Arvada police department is 
authorized to enforce any provision of chapter 18 of the City Code.

Sec. 18-33. - Duties and powers of building official.

(a) General. The building official is hereby authorized and directed to enforce all the 
provisions of this Code and the technical codes. For such purposes, the building official 
shall have the powers of a law enforcement officer. 

(b) Notices and orders. The building official may issue a notice or order to a permit holder 
or contractor whose work does not comply with this Code or the technical codes. The 
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permit holder or contractor shall, within 30 calendar days of the date of the notice, 
complete all necessary work or repairs.

Exception: Should a property owner prevent a contractor from obtaining 
inspections or completing corrective work by refusal to allow the contractor 
entry to the property or other reason, the contractor shall, within 30 calendar 
days of the date of the notice, file with the building official on company 
letterhead or on a form provided by the building official, notice of refusal to 
allow entry. The letter or form must be accompanied by copies of no fewer than 
two written notices from the contractor to the property owner seeking 
permission to allow entry for purposes of making corrections. The filing of such 
letter or form and accompanying documentation shall create a presumption that 
the contractor has complied with his responsibility under section 18-72(i) to 
complete all work authorized by the permit. Although the building permit in 
such a case shall remain open until the work is completed and approved by the 
division, said open permit shall not provide the basis for denial of a contractor's 
license pursuant to section 18-71(c)(2).

(c) Record of action. Documentation concerning the application of this Code and decisions 
or actions of the building official shall be kept in accordance with Arvada’s adopted records 
retention schedule. 

Secs. 18-34 – 18-35.  Reserved.

Sec. 18-36.  Board of appeals.

(a) General.  There is hereby created a board of appeals, also known as the “Building Code 
Advisory Board.”  Whenever in this Code or in a technical code reference is made to an 
appeal from any written interpretation, decision, notice, or order, the Building Code 
Advisory Board shall be the appellate body so designated.  In this article, the Building 
Code Advisory Board shall be referred to as the “Board of Appeals,” or “Board.”

(b) Organization.  The Board shall consist of five (5) members who are appointed by City 
Council and hold office at its pleasure.  The building official and a fire code official 
designated by each fire protection district having jurisdiction within the territorial limits 
of Arvada shall be ex officio non-voting members of the Board.  When meeting to hear 
and decide an appeal, or a case brought under section 18-37, the building official and a 
fire code official from the fire district having jurisdiction over the affected property shall 
be an ex officio non-voting member of the Board.  The building official may serve as 
recording secretary to the Board, or designate another employee to serve as recording 
secretary.  The Board shall adopt reasonable rules of procedure for conducting meetings 
and hearings.

(c) Qualifications.  The Board shall consist of members who are qualified by experience and 
training to pass upon matters pertaining to building construction and are not employees of 
the jurisdiction.  When possible, the Board shall consist of representatives from the 
following fields:  engineering, architecture, building construction, and building design.

https://library.municode.com/co/arvada/codes/code_of_ordinances/250555?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH18BUBURE_ARTIIICOLI_S18-72RE
https://library.municode.com/co/arvada/codes/code_of_ordinances/250555?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH18BUBURE_ARTIIICOLI_S18-71GERE
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(d) Duties.  The Board shall: 

(1) Advise the building official on the adoption of ordinances affecting buildings and 
building regulations and other related matters;

(2) Hear and decide appeals of:

(i) A written interpretation, decision, notice, or order issued by the building 
official or designee;

(ii) A written disapproval of a request for alternate material, design, or method 
of construction; 

 
(iii) An emergency suspension of a contractor’s license imposed pursuant to 

section 18-38(c); 

(iv) A decision to deny an applicant a contractor’s license or not renew a 
license made pursuant to section 18-71 except when such decision is based 
on an illegible or incomplete application; 

(3) For a case brought under section 18-37, hear the case and decide whether there 
has been a violation of this code or the technical codes, and should a violation or 
violations be found, determine the most appropriate penalty in the case; and

(4) Hold hearings or other proceedings as set forth in this chapter.

(e) Application.  Application for a Board hearing shall be made on forms furnished by the 
building official.  Completed applications shall be submitted to the building official.  In 
the case of an appeal, the application shall list all grounds of appeal and shall be 
accompanied by all documentation supporting the applicant’s position with regard to 
every ground of appeal; those grounds of appeal not listed shall be deemed to be waived 
by the applicant.

(f) Fee.  Except as otherwise set forth herein, each application for hearing before the Board 
shall be accompanied by a fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00) or as set forth in the 
administrative fee schedule, whichever is higher.

(1) The Board shall, upon a finding that an appeal is frivolous, assess a five hundred 
dollars ($500.00) surcharge against the appellant.

(2) Should an appellant successfully appeal a decision, the application fee shall be 
refunded to the appellant.

(g) Time limit.  A written interpretation, decision, notice, or order issued by the building 
official shall be subject to appeal by the aggrieved person for up to thirty (30) calendar 
days following the date of the interpretation, decision, notice, or order.  No appeal shall 
be accepted or heard if filed after this time limit.
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(h) Hearing.  All administrative show cause hearings, and all hearings held to appeal the 
denial of the issuance of a contractor’s license or renewal thereof of the Board shall be 
conducted in accordance with division 3 of article V of chapter 2 of the Arvada City 
Code, except as otherwise provided in this chapter.  Other hearings of the Board shall be 
conducted in accordance with rules of procedure promulgated by the Board.

(i) Limitations on authority.  The Board shall not have the authority to grant variances from 
specific provisions of this code or any of the technical codes or recommend decreasing 
public safety or fire-resistive standards set forth in this Code or any of the technical 
codes.  

(j) Standard and burden of proof on appeal.  

(1) Where the Board meets to hear and decide an appeal, the standard of proof shall 
be whether the interpretation, decision, order, or notice of the building official is 
supported by a preponderance of the evidence.

(2) Where the Board meets to hear and decide whether there has been a violation of 
this code or the technical codes, the standard of proof shall be whether the 
violation has been proven by a preponderance of the evidence.

(k)  Legal defense.  Any suit instituted against any officer, employee, or Board member of 
the City of Arvada because of an act performed by that officer, employee, or Board 
member in the lawful discharge of duties and under the provisions of this code shall be 
defended by the legal representative of the City until the final termination of the 
proceedings.  The officer, employee, or Board member shall not be liable for costs in an 
action, suit or proceeding that is instituted in pursuance of the provisions of this code; and 
any officer, employee or Board member, acting in good faith and without malice, shall be 
free from liability for acts performed under any of its provisions or by reason of any act 
or omission in the performance of official duties in connection therewith.”

(l) Frivolous Appeal.  For the purposes of this section a frivolous appeal shall be one where 
the Board finds that there is no rational argument based on evidence or law in support of 
proponent's claim or defense, or that the appeal is undertaken for the sole purpose of 
harassment or delay.

Sec. 18-37.  Authority to deny, restrict, suspend, or revoke a license.

(a) Authority.  The building official or Building Code Advisory Board shall have the 
authority to deny, place restrictions on, suspend, suspend and reinstate a license with 
restrictions, not renew a license, or revoke a license following the procedures set forth in 
this chapter when the applicant or licensee commits one or more of the following acts or 
omissions:  

(1) Provides false or misleading information on the license application;

(2) Fails to provide reasonable information or documentation of knowledge and 
experience required by the license classification applied for;
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(3) Provides false or misleading information on a permit application;

(4) Fails to comply with any of the licensee's responsibilities as outlined in this 
chapter, Chapter 42, or Chapter 78 of the Arvada City Code;

(5) Knowingly combines or conspires with any other person, firm or corporation to 
permit or allow the licensee's license to be used by such person, firm or 
corporation;

(6) By acting as agent, partner, associate or in any other capacity with persons, firms 
or corporations to evade any provisions of this chapter, Chapter 42, or Chapter 78 
of the Arvada City Code;

(7) Violates any of the provisions of this chapter, Chapter 42, or Chapter 78 of the 
Arvada City Code.  Issuance of a correction shall not constitute a violation of this 
chapter except as set forth in section 18-33;

(8) After having been notified of a policy or procedure promulgated by the building 
official pursuant to section 18-33, violates that policy.  A contractor who violates 
such a policy or procedure may be sanctioned as set forth in this section, but the 
contractor shall not be criminally liable solely for a violation of a policy or 
procedure promulgated by the building official;

(9) Any conduct constituting fraud in or connected with any activity relating to 
construction which is governed by this chapter, Chapter 42, or Chapter 78 of the 
Arvada City Code;

(10) Fails or refuses to correct or remove work, material, equipment or an appliance 
that is in violation of this chapter, Chapter 42, or Chapter 78 of the Arvada City 
Code;

(11) Provides to a customer or client, or a prospective customer or client, false or 
misleading permit fee charges assessed by the city; or

(12) Fails to take all reasonable actions to assist the building inspection division and 
other city departments in ensuring that all inspections, including a final 
inspection, are completed before the expiration of the permit.

Exceptions:

i. A contractor who complies with the exception to section 18-33(b) in a 
particular case shall be presumed to have complied with his obligation to 
take all reasonable actions to ensure that a required inspection or 
inspections are completed.

ii. Should the expiration date of a permit be held in abeyance pursuant to 
section 18-39(f), the contractor’s obligations to assist the division shall be 
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held in abeyance from the day on which an inspection is postponed, until 
such day that the postponed inspection is completed, at which time the 
contractor’s obligations to assist in the inspection process as set forth 
herein shall again be applicable.

Sec. 18-38.  Procedure relating to the restriction, non-renewal, suspension, or revocation of 
a contractor license.

(a) Informal meeting. 
 

(1) Purpose. To allow for continuing open communications between the building 
official and the licensee pertaining to a suspected violation of this Code or any of 
the technical codes.

(2) Notice of informal meeting.  The licensee shall be notified of the informal meeting 
by certified mail addressed to the licensee’s address of record with the building 
inspection division.

(3) Contents of notice.  The informal meeting notice shall contain:

i. The time and place of the informal meeting.  The informal meeting shall be 
held during regular business hours within fourteen (14) calendar days of the 
date of the notice at City Hall or at another location designated in the notice.

ii. A brief narrative outlining the nature of the building official’s concerns and 
list of code provisions that the building official has reason to believe may 
have been violated.

iii. An explanation that the meeting is an opportunity for the licensee to respond 
to the building official’s concerns, and that the licensee will be encouraged to 
explain his position and to submit all documentation that supports his position.

iv. A copy of this section 18-38.

(4) Format of the informal meeting.  The meeting shall be conducted informally by 
the building official.  A licensee may be accompanied by counsel at the informal 
meeting, and shall give the building official prior notice of such.

(5) Subsequent investigation.  Based on the information provided by licensee, the 
building official may conduct an additional investigation, or consult with others, 
including the licensee, as necessary to clarify the issues and better understand the 
licensee’s actions.   

(6) Order.  Within twenty-one (21) calendar days of the informal meeting, the 
building official shall notify the licensee of the outcome of the informal meeting 
through issuing a no cause found notice or requesting that the Board issue a show 
cause notice, or by issuing such other notice or agreement as may be appropriate.
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(7) Costs.  No costs shall be assessed against a licensee for the cost of holding the 
informal meeting.  Costs for records requests by any licensee shall be in 
accordance with the fee schedule set by the City.

(b) Administrative show cause hearing before the Board.  Upon request by the building 
official and review by the Board, and upon a finding  by the Board that there is probable cause to 
believe that a violation or violations of this Code or the technical codes has occurred,  the Board 
may issue a show cause notice to the licensee.

(1) Purpose.  To allow the licensee an opportunity to respond to formal 
specifications, or allegations against him.    This hearing shall be held following 
the issuance of a show cause notice commanding the licensee to appear before the 
Board to show cause why the licensee’s license should not be restricted, 
suspended, or revoked for an alleged violation or violations of this Code or any 
technical code.

(2) Notice of the administrative show cause hearing.  The licensee shall be notified of 
the administrative show cause hearing by means of a show cause notice sent by 
certified mail addressed to the licensee’s address of record with the building 
inspection division.

(3) Contents of notice.   The administrative show cause hearing notice shall contain:

i. The time and place of the show cause hearing.  The show cause hearing shall 
be held not less than fourteen (14) calendar days of the date of the notice at 
City Hall or at another location designated in the notice;

ii. A list of each and every specification, or allegation, against the licensee for 
which action against his license may be taken;

iii. A notice that the hearing provides an opportunity for the licensee to respond 
to the building official’s concerns;

iv. A brief outline of the hearing procedure; and 

v. A copy of section 18-36, section 18-37, and this section 18-38. 

(4) Format.  Except where this Code provides otherwise, the provisions of division 3 
of article V of chapter 2 of the Arvada City Code shall govern the conduct of any 
administrative show cause hearing conducted in accordance with this article.

The Board, or the Chair of the Board acting on behalf of the Board, may at any 
time at or following the issuance of a show cause notice issue such orders or make 
such rulings are as necessary to ensure that both the licensee and the city’s 
positions are presented in an efficient manner at the show cause hearing, and in 
such a way as to avoid undue surprise or burden to the other party.  Such orders 
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may include, but are not limited to, ordering each party to submit documentary 
evidence, and a list of witness names, addresses, and telephone numbers to the 
other no later than fourteen (14) calendar days before the appeal hearing.

At the hearing, the Board shall hear such testimony and consider such evidence as 
is relevant to the issue of whether the licensee violated any provision of this code 
and if so, what penalty is appropriate for such violation or violations.

The Board shall take notice of the Arvada City Code, including all technical codes 
adopted by reference and as may be amended.  The Board may require that any 
relevant allegation or factual assertion that is capable of being proven by the 
submission of a certified copy of the pertinent public record shall be proven by 
the submission of such a record, if such submission will expedite the hearing.
Following presentation of such evidence as the Board deems relevant to the issues 
before the Board, the Board shall deliberate on the record, make a determination 
about the issues, and shall issue an order as set forth below.

(5) Burden of proof.  The burden of going forward shall rest with the City.  The 
burden of proof is to show, by a preponderance of the evidence, that a provision 
or provisions of this Code or any of the technical codes was violated.  The burden 
of proof is on the City.

(6) Order.  At the conclusion of the hearing, the Board may make findings of fact 
from the statements and evidence offered as to whether a violation or violations of 
this Code or the technical codes occurred and issue a verbal order and penalty 
determination as necessary, or may take the matter under advisement and issue 
findings in the form of a written order.

Should the Board take the matter under advisement, it shall within twenty-one 
(21) calendar days of the date of the hearing issue a written order containing its 
findings of fact.  Should a violation or violations be substantiated through a 
written order, the Board shall also issue a determination about the penalty that 
should be imposed on the licensee pursuant to section 18-37.  The written order 
shall be sent to the licensee by first class mail.

Any suspension will be stated in terms of days, months, or a year, and the 
suspension will be for the period stated in the order.  Any order restricting, 
suspending, or revoking a license may include reasonable orders or conditions 
with which the licensee must comply to protect the work in progress as well as the 
public health, safety and welfare.  Any penalty imposed by the Board will be 
imposed beginning on the day after the appeal period set forth below has run. 

 
(7) Costs.  No costs shall be assessed against the licensee for the cost of holding the 

administrative show cause hearing.  Costs for records requests by any licensee 
shall be in accordance with the fee schedule set by the City.

(8) Reconsideration.  Either party may move that the Board reconsider any or all of 
its order.   Said motion shall be filed within seven (7) calendar days of the date of 
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the Board’s order.  The motion must state each and every ground upon which the 
motion is based, and if the Board does not grant the motion in writing within 
fourteen (14) calendar days after the date it is filed, it shall be deemed denied.

(9) Appeal.  An appeal may be filed pursuant to C.R.C.P. Rule 106.  Should such an 
appeal be filed, the penalty imposed by the Board shall be held in abeyance until 
the conclusion of all proceedings under C.R.C.P. Rule 106.

(c) Emergency suspension.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, if the 
building official finds that an imminent danger to persons or property exists, he may enter 
an order for the immediate emergency suspension of such license for a period not to 
exceed thirty (30) days, pending further investigation and proceedings for suspension as 
provided for herein.  Any order for emergency suspension may include reasonable orders 
or conditions with which the licensee must comply to protect the work in progress as well 
as the public health, safety, and welfare.

(1) Notice.  The building official shall notify the licensee of the emergency 
suspension by whatever means is practicable, and document such notice in the 
files of the building inspection division.

 
(2) Format. The licensee, upon notice of such emergency suspension, may request an 

informal meeting with the building official, which meeting shall be held as soon 
as is practicable, and in accordance with the procedures set forth in subsection (a) 
above.

(3) Order of the building official.  Following the conclusion of the informal meeting, 
the building official may take any action reasonably necessary to protect the 
public health, safety and welfare, including but not limited to issuing additional 
orders to the licensee, reinstating the license with restrictions, requesting a show 
cause notice and order from the Board, or lifting the suspension.  Should the 
building official take no action within fourteen (14) calendar days of the informal 
meeting, any emergency suspension shall be deemed lifted and no longer in 
effect.  Should no informal meeting be requested, the emergency suspension shall 
be deemed lifted within thirty (30) calendar days of issuance, or as ordered lifted 
by the building official, whichever occurs first.

(4) Review of building official’s emergency suspension order. A licensee may at any 
time during the course of an emergency suspension file with the Board an 
application for an appeal of the emergency suspension order.  The Chair of the 
Board, or designee thereof, shall act as a hearing officer at the hearing.  The only 
issue the Chair is authorized to decide at a hearing to review an emergency 
suspension and the standard upon review is whether the emergency suspension 
order is supported by a preponderance of the evidence.

Notwithstanding the fact that a licensee has filed an application for an appeal of 
the emergency suspension, the building official may at any time file with the 
Board a request for a show cause notice in the same matter.
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The filing of an application for an appeal of the emergency suspension before the 
Board shall constitute a waiver by the licensee of any subsequent conflict of 
interest claim against a Board member or the Board in a show cause hearing based 
on the claim by the licensee that the Board or any member thereof was familiar 
with the case due to licensee’s application for an appeal of the emergency 
suspension, or by having ruled on the emergency suspension.

If, at any time after an application for an appeal of an emergency suspension order 
has been filed, but before the chair issues an order, the building official lifts the 
suspension, the application for hearing shall be deemed withdrawn.

(5) Format.  To the extent practicable, a hearing on the emergency suspension shall 
be held in accordance with the procedure set forth in subsection (b) above.

(6) Burden.  The burden of going forward, as well as the burden of proof, rests with 
the city.

(7) Costs.  No costs shall be assessed against the licensee for the cost of holding a 
hearing held solely for the purpose of an appeal of an emergency suspension 
order.  Costs for records requests by any licensee shall be in accordance with the 
fee schedule set by the city.

(8) Order of the Board.  The Chair shall issue an order in accordance with the 
procedure set forth in subsection (b) above.  

(9) Appeal.  An appeal of the Chair’s order may be filed pursuant to C.R.C.P. Rule 
106.

(d) Denial or non-renewal of contractor’s license.  Any applicant who is denied a 
contractor’s license or whose license is not renewed by the building official, except when 
such decision based on an illegible or incomplete application, may file with the Board an 
application for a hearing on such action.  The format of the hearing, burdens, costs, and 
reconsideration and appeal matters shall be as set forth in subsection (b) above.  If, at any 
time after an application for a hearing is filed, but before an order is issued, the building 
official issues or renews the applicant’s license, the application shall be deemed 
withdrawn.

Sec. 18-39.  Unlawful acts and penalty.

(a) Generally.  It shall be unlawful for any person to do or cause to be done or perform or 
cause to be performed any act contrary to or in violation of any of the provisions of this 
Code or any other policy, regulation, or code promulgated under this Code which is 
enforced and administered by the building inspection division. 

(1) Alternate methods, materials and equipment.  It shall be unlawful for any person 
to use any method, material, or equipment as an alternate to the methods, 
materials or equipment permitted by this Code, without first having obtained 
approval in the manner provided.
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(2) Licensing.  It shall be unlawful to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, 
improve, remove, convert, or demolish any building, structure, utility, or public 
improvement in the city without first obtaining a license in accordance with the 
provisions of article III, Contractor licensing.

(3) Permits.  It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, 
repair, move, improve, remove, convert, demolish, equip, use, occupy, or 
maintain any building or structure in the city or cause such to be done contrary to 
or in violation of any of the provisions of this Code and without first having 
obtained a permit as required by the provisions of this Code.  Permits for work in 
rights of way shall be in accordance with Chapter 78 of the Arvada Code of 
Ordinances.

(4) Licensee responsibility.  It shall be unlawful for any licensee to fail to comply 
with any responsibility set forth in section 18-72 of this chapter, or for a licensee 
to violate any such responsibility.

(5) Certificate of occupancy.  It shall be unlawful for any person to occupy any 
building or structure without first obtaining a certificate of occupancy, temporary 
certificate of occupancy, or certificate of completion as required by the provisions 
of this Code.

(6) Unsafe structures and equipment.  It shall be unlawful for any person to use or 
allow to be used any unsafe structure or equipment.  This prohibition shall apply 
to structures or equipment that are new, existing, under construction, or being 
demolished.

(7) Other.  It shall be unlawful to perform any act prohibited by a provision of this 
Code, or to fail to comply with any policy, dimension, or limitation imposed on 
the erection, alteration, maintenance or occupancy of any building, structure, or 
building service equipment, or to cause or permit the same to be done in violation 
of this Code.

(b) Violation penalties. Any person, firm, or corporation convicted of a violation of any 
section of this chapter shall, for each offense, be punished by a fine, or imprisonment, or 
both, not to exceed the limits established in section 1-5 of the Arvada City Code. The 
denial, suspension, revocation, or restriction of any license, certificate, permit, or other 
privilege conferred by the city shall not be regarded as a penalty for purposes of this 
Code. Each day that a violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense. 

(c) Other.  In the event that any building, structure, or equipment is erected, constructed, 
reconstructed, altered, repaired, converted, demolished, moved, or maintained, or any 
building, structure or equipment is used in violation of this Code, the city may institute 
any appropriate action or proceedings to prevent such unlawful erection, construction, 
reconstruction, alteration, repair, conversion, maintenance, or occupancy, or to restrain, 
correct, or abate such violation or to prevent the use or occupancy of such building, 
structure, equipment, or land.  The imposition of any penalty under this subsection shall 
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not preclude the city from instituting any appropriate action or proceeding to require 
compliance with the provisions of this Code and with administrative orders and 
determinations made under this Code.

(d) Notice of method of service.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, 
prosecution for any violation of any provision of this Code or any of the technical codes 
shall be initiated by the issuance of a summons and complaint in accordance with Chapter 
58, Municipal Court, of the Arvada City Code.

(e) Qualifications of technical officer or inspector not an element.  The city shall not be 
required to prove as an element of the case in any prosecution or proceeding related to a 
violation of any provision of the Code, that a technical officer or inspector is qualified.

(f) Expiration of permits.  Every permit issued by the building official under the provisions 
of the technical codes shall expire by limitation and become null and void, if the building 
or work authorized by such permit is not commenced within one hundred eighty (180) 
calendar days from the date of such permit, or if the building or work authorized by such 
permit is suspended or abandoned at any time after the work is commenced for a period 
of one hundred eighty (180) calendar days.  Work is considered to be suspended or 
abandoned if one hundred eighty (180) calendar days pass and no required inspections 
are called for.  Before such work can be recommenced, a new permit shall be first 
obtained to do so, and the fee shall be one half the amount required for a new permit for 
such work, provided no changes have been made or will be made in the original plans 
and specifications for such work; and provided further that such suspension or 
abandonment has not exceeded one year.  In order to renew action on a permit that has 
either been abandoned or expired for over one year, the permittee shall pay a new full 
permit fee.  

A permittee holding an unexpired permit may apply for an extension of the time within 
which work may commence under that permit when the permittee is unable to commence 
work within the time required by this section for good and satisfactory reasons.  The 
building official may extend the time for action by the permittee for a period not 
exceeding one hundred eighty (180) calendar days upon written request by the permittee 
showing that circumstances beyond the control of the permittee have prevented action 
from being taken.  Permits shall not be extended more than once.  When the work 
authorized by a permit is suspended or abandoned by one contractor and continued by 
another contractor or the homeowner or when there is a change of contractors on an 
existing job, the new contractor or homeowner shall make application for a new permit.  
The fee for such new permit shall be one hundred dollars ($100.00) or as set forth in the 
administrative fee schedule established by this jurisdiction, which is subject to change 
from time to time, whichever is higher.

Any structure for which a building permit is issued that includes exterior additions or 
modifications; those exterior modifications shall be completed in less than two (2) years 
from issuance of the original permit. If the exterior work is not completed within that two 
(2) year time frame and complaints are received, the property will be considered a 
nuisance as defined in the Arvada Municipal Code and/or the International Property 
Maintenance Code and will be subject to legal action.
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Exception: 1. at the discretion of the building official and for good cause any 
expired permit for work done within a residential dwelling unit can be reactivated 
for up to sixty (60) days.  A fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00) or as per the 
Administrative Fee Schedule, whichever is higher, shall be required.  If the codes 
related to the permitted work have changed since the permit expired, a new permit 
and full permit fee will be required.

Should weather or other conditions not within the control of the permittee preclude 
completion or an inspection of permitted work, the expiration date of the permit shall be 
held in abeyance for a reasonable number of days, as determined by the building official, 
until the work and inspections are completed.  The justification for the postponement  
shall be made a part of the permit record.

Sec. 18-40 -18-41. Reserved.

Sec. 18-42. Fees.

(a) Payment of fees. A permit shall not be valid until the fees prescribed by law have been 
paid, nor shall an amendment to a permit be released until the additional fee, if any, has 
been paid.  If for any reason the fees for a permit, whether check or credit card, do not 
clear the bank or other financial institution, the permit becomes null and void.

Exception: The government of the United States of America, the State of 
Colorado and its political subdivisions, the city, and all agencies and departments 
thereof, shall be exempt from the payment of fees for work performed on 
buildings or structures owned wholly by such agencies or departments and 
devoted exclusively to governmental use.

(b) Schedule of permit fees. A fee set in accordance with the administrative fee schedule 
established by this jurisdiction shall be paid for any permit required by or related to this 
Code, or for any other service or application as noted in this Code.

(c) Combination permit fees. When a combination permit is issued, the permit fee charged to 
the general contractor will generally include the fees due from other subcontractor's fees 
associated with that permit.

(d) Building permit valuations. The determination of value or valuation under the provisions 
of this chapter shall be based on the actual contract value or by the building valuation 
table as included in the administrative fee schedule established by this jurisdiction, 
whichever is higher. The valuation specified above shall be based on the cost figures per 
square foot shown in the most recent Building Valuation Data Chart published by the 
International Code Council.  The cost figures from the Building Valuation Data shall be 
revised each year by applying the City Cost Index for Denver as shown in the most recent 
RSMeans Data.  The new cost data will become effective January 1 of each year.  If an 
applicant provides actual documentation of contract cost and those costs are more or less 
than those calculated by the building valuation data table, adjustments to the building 
permit and use tax fees may be made if an audit is requested. Audits shall be handled 
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pursuant to Chapter 98.  The value to be used in computing the building permit and 
building plan review fees shall be the total value of all construction work for which the 
permit is issued as well as all finish work, painting, roofing, electrical, plumbing, heating, 
air conditioning, elevators, fire extinguishing systems and any other permanent 
equipment.  

(e) Work commencing before permit issuance. Any person who commences any work on a 
building, structure, electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system before obtaining the 
necessary permits shall be subject to an investigation fee set in accordance with the 
administrative fee schedule of this jurisdiction, in addition to the required permit fees. 

Exception: This provision shall not apply to emergency work when it can be 
demonstrated to the satisfaction of the building official that such work was 
urgently necessary and that it was not practical or possible to obtain a permit prior 
to the commencement of such work. In all such cases, any person performing 
emergency work, including equipment replacement or repair, shall notify the 
building inspection division by telephone or facsimile of the commencement of 
the work before the end of the next working business day, and shall submit to the 
building inspection division a permit application within one week of the 
commencement of the work. Any unreasonable delay in obtaining such permit 
shall result in the assessment of an investigation fee, in addition to the required 
permit fees.

(f) Related fees. The payment of the fee for the construction, alteration, removal, or 
demolition for work done in connection to or concurrently with the work authorized by a 
building permit shall not relieve the applicant or holder of the permit from the payment of 
other fees that are prescribed by law.

(g) Plan review fees. When submittal documents are required, a plan review fee shall be paid 
at the time of submitting the submittal documents for plan review. Said plan review fee 
shall be assessed in accordance with the administrative fee schedule established by this 
jurisdiction.

(h) Reinspection fees. When a reinspection is called for under this Code, or is necessary in 
the opinion of the building official, the reinspection shall not be performed until a 
reinspection fee, assessed in accordance with the administrative fee schedule established 
by this jurisdiction, is paid.  The reinspection fee may be waived for good cause shown 
by the licensee and at the discretion of the building official.

(i) Refunds. The building official is authorized to establish a refund policy. 

Sec. 18-43.  Posting of premises; inspections.

Prior to the commencement of any work regulated by any of the technical codes, the 
permit holder shall post the property in such a way that the address of the property is 
clearly visible from the street.  The building official may refuse to inspect any premises 
not posted in accordance with this section.



18

Sec. 18-44.  Reserved

 Sec. 18-45.  Moved buildings.

(a) Moved buildings. Buildings, structures and their building service equipment moved into 
or within this jurisdiction shall comply with the provisions of the technical codes for new 
buildings or structures and their building service equipment. It is the intent of the city to 
require any person who moves a building into or within the city to provide the city with 
the financial assurance that the exterior of the building will be completed and that the lot 
or tract of land upon which a building is placed complies with applicable codes and 
requirements, including subdivision regulations of the city. It is further the intent of the 
city to require any person who moves a building into or within or out of the city to 
provide the city with a financial security for any damage that may occur to any public 
street or other public facility. This article does not apply to any manufactured home 
moved into the city that is subject to the provisions of C.R.S. §§ 31-23-301(5) and 31-23-
303(3) or to any other manufactured building moved into or within the city.

(b) Pre-move inspection. Prior to issuance of a permit, the building official may make or 
cause to be made an inspection of the structure to be moved. A pre-move inspection fee 
as set forth in the administrative fee schedule established by this jurisdiction, as well as 
travel expenses based upon current Internal Revenue Service mileage reimbursable rates, 
shall be paid to the city in advance of the pre-move inspection. Upon completion of the 
inspection, the building official shall transmit to the applicant a letter, setting forth in 
general terms, those areas or items of the structure which fail to meet this Code.

(c) Moving permit required. Any person who moves a building into, within, through, or out 
of the city is required to obtain a moving permit from the building official. In addition to 
the other requirements of this article, the city may designate the streets over which the 
building may be moved and the time of the day and the days of the week during which 
the building may be moved. The traffic engineer may also require a permittee to obtain 
permits or secure the approval from any telephone, electric, gas, railroad, bus, or cable 
television company or from the state department of highways or from any other 
governmental or public entity that may be affected by the moving of a building.

(d) Building permit required. No person will prepare any building for a move or move any 
building to any lot or tract of land within the city unless such person has first obtained a 
building permit for such building on such lot or tract of land.

(e) Deposit and right of entry. Before the city issues a moving permit to move a building into 
or within the city, a deposit of funds with the city is required to assure the city of the 
completion of the exterior of the building and associated sitework. The amount deposited 
will be an amount equal to one hundred fifty percent (150%) of the cost of completing the 
exterior of the moved building, as determined by the building official, on the lot or tract 
of land to which it is moved, including grading and landscaping. The completion of the 
exterior of a moved building must be completed within one year from the date of 
issuance of the building permit. Upon completion of the exterior to the reasonable 
satisfaction of the building official, the deposit will be returned within fourteen (14) 
calendar days. Should the permittee fail to complete the exterior of the building, the funds 
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necessary to complete the exterior of the building, including grading and landscaping, 
will be expended from the permittee's deposit to perform, either by city forces or by a 
contractor for the city, the work necessary to complete the exterior. After work on the 
exterior is completed, any balance of the amount deposited will be returned to the 
permittee, less a ten percent (10%) administrative fee for the city based on the amount 
expended to complete the exterior. As a condition of issuing a moving permit, the 
building official will require the permittee to sign a right of entry authorizing the city or 
its contractor to enter upon the lot or tract of land for the purpose of performing all work 
necessary to complete the exterior, including grading, landscaping, driveway, water and 
sewer service lines, curbs and gutters, and site work. The right of entry will include the 
legal description of the lot or tract of land, and the city will record the right of entry in the 
records of the county clerk and recorder. 

Secs. 18-46 – 18-70.  Reserved.

Section 4.  Article III, Contractor Licensing, of Chapter 18, Buildings and Building Regulations, 
of the Arvada City Code is hereby enacted to read as follows:

ARTICLE III.  CONTRACTOR LICENSING

Sec. 18-71. General requirement.

(a) License required.  No contractor shall perform any work or services in the construction, 
erection, addition, alteration, repair, equipping, moving, removal, conversion or 
demolition of any building or structure governed by this chapter in the city unless such 
contractor shall have first applied for, paid the required fee and obtained a valid license 
authorizing the performance of such work within the classifications hereinafter set forth. 
Contractors shall maintain a current and valid license while performing any work 
governed by this chapter.

(1) Except as set forth in section 18-74(a)(5), Class V-B Homeowner’s “Limited” 
Building, an owner/occupant shall not be required to apply for a contractor’s license to 
perform work at his or her home.  However, an owner-occupant must secure a permit for 
work when such a permit is required, and all work governed by this Code that is 
performed by an owner-occupant must be done in accordance with this Code.

(b) License examination.  The building official may establish reasonable examination 
procedures for issuance of licenses to assure that the applicant has the knowledge and 
capability to perform work in accordance with the regulations of this chapter. The 
building official may accept an examination result from another jurisdiction. The building 
official shall not deny a license to any person or firm conforming to the requirements of 
this chapter and other applicable law, subject to section 18-37.  

(c) Application form and fee.  Application for contractor's licenses and renewal thereof shall 
be on forms designated by the city for such purpose, and each application shall be 
accompanied by a fee as set forth in the administrative fee schedule established by this 
jurisdiction. A final review and appropriate action shall be taken on such license 
application, and the applicant shall be notified accordingly.  
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(1) Requirements.  All applications for contractor licenses must be legible and 
complete in every detail.  The building official shall not accept any application 
that is not complete in every detail.  If an omission or error is discovered by the 
building official, the application shall be rejected and returned to the applicant for 
completion or correction without further action by the building official.  All fees 
shall be returned with the rejected application.

(2) Eligibility.  To be eligible for a contractor’s license, an applicant must be 
compliant in requesting timely inspections.

(i) At the time an application for a contractor’s license or renewal thereof is filed, 
the building official shall conduct a search of building records to determine if 
the applicant has complied with his responsibilities pursuant to section 18-
72(l) for all work permitted on or after the effective date of this ordinance.

(ii) If the search reveals open jobs for which no inspection has been requested in 
accordance with the law, the building official shall notify the applicant of such 
open or incomplete work.  The building official may take other action as 
appropriate, such as ordering the applicant to close out all open or incomplete 
work within a time certain or to show good cause why the applicant could not 
comply with his responsibilities.  The building official may issue a restricted 
license to such applicant, but in no event shall such restricted license be valid 
for more than sixty (60) calendar days from the date of issuance.  A contractor 
holding a restricted license issued pursuant to this section may re-apply for a 
license following the expiration of the restricted license in accordance with 
the licensing and fee provisions set forth herein.

(e) Liability for subcontractors.  The licensee shall be responsible for all work included in 
the licensee's contract and authorized in the licensee's permit whether or not such work is 
done by the licensee, licensee's employee or agent or a subcontractor of the licensee.  

(f) Incomplete work.  In the event a job or structure is not pursued to completion and work is 
stopped for any period exceeding one hundred eighty (180) calendar days, the licensee 
shall notify the building inspection division of such stoppage and shall take reasonable 
steps to protect and to prevent the equipment or structure from deteriorating to the 
condition of a dangerous or unsafe structure. 

Exception:  Any work stoppage caused solely by a refusal of the property owner 
to allow completion of the work shall not be considered a violation of this 
chapter, if the contractor has filed the appropriate form and documentation for a 
refusal to allow entry in accordance with section 18-33(b).  In a case where the 
expiration date of a permit has been held in abeyance, the operation of this 
provision shall be suspended for the period of time during which that date has 
been held in abeyance; once this period has passed, this section shall again apply.

Sec. 18-72.  Responsibilities.
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All licensees shall be responsible for any work requiring a permit under the provisions of this 
chapter, without limitation to the items as herein listed to:

(a) Provide generally recognized safety measures and equipment to protect laborers and the 
public in general;

(b) Present the required city license when required by the building official or the building 
official's authorized representative;

(c) Inform the building inspection division promptly of any change in licensee's address or 
telephone number;

(d) Obtain a permit when the same is required;

(e) Provide correct and honest factual information on all applications for permits; 

(f) Pay all fees assessed under authority of this chapter and other city regulations and to 
accurately inform the customer of the exact permit fee and other costs associated with 
obtaining a permit;

(g) Construct without substantial departure from or disregard of drawings and specifications 
when such drawings and specifications have been filed and approved by the building 
inspection division and permit issued for same unless changes are approved by the 
building inspection division;

(h) Perform the activity authorized by a permit in a proficient, workmanlike manner 
consistent with acceptable building practices;

(i) Complete all work authorized by the permit issued under the authority of this chapter 
unless good cause is proved;

(j) Notify the building official when work is ready for inspection, and provide access to and 
means for the inspection, or if access to the work has been denied by the property owner, 
to comply with the requirements of section 18-33(b);

(k) Obtain all required inspections and special inspections when the same are required by this 
chapter;

(l) Take all reasonable actions to assist the building inspection division in ensuring that all 
inspections, including a final inspection, are completed before the expiration of the 
building permit.  This includes, but is not limited to, ensuring that work subject to 
inspection is not concealed by subsequent work, assisting in making timely arrangements 
for inspections so that approvals may be completed before a permit expires, and engaging 
in timely and continuing communications with the division concerning the inspection 
process until a final inspection is completed and the permit is closed;
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(m) Obtain a final inspection and approval, a certificate of completion, a temporary certificate 
of occupancy, or a certificate of occupancy, when required, upon completion of the work 
authorized by the licensee's permit;

(n) Keep streets and sidewalks that are adjacent to construction sites and open to the public 
traffic free of obstructions, construction materials, equipment, debris, mud, dirt or any 
other material that may be a hindrance or hazard to vehicular or pedestrian traffic;

(o) Observe and conform to all of the rules and regulations governing construction and land 
use in the city; and

(p) Comply with all orders, conditions, and restrictions issued by written order of the 
building official or the Board.

Sec. 18-73. Validity.

(a) Change in ownership.  A change in name or ownership of a licensed entity shall have the 
legal effect of terminating the license. Therefore, all such changes shall be reported by 
the licensee to the building inspection division, a new license obtained, and a new license 
fee paid prior to any new construction work or before continuing any construction work.  

(b) Incorporation.  Incorporation or dissolution of a corporation and creation of a new legal 
entity that requires a license, even though one or more stockholders or directors have a 
license, shall terminate the license. All such changes shall be reported to the building 
inspection division, a new license obtained, and a new license fee paid prior to any new 
construction work or before continuing any construction work.  

(c) Change in partnership.  The creation of a partnership or a change in any general or 
managing partner requires that a new license be obtained, and a new license fee paid, 
even though one or more of the partners are licensed.  

(d) Dissolution of entity.  The dissolution of a corporation or partnership that has been 
licensed terminates the license and no individual or firm may operate under such license.  

(e) Change of name.  In the case where it is desired to change the name of a presently 
licensed firm, partnership or corporation where there is no change in ownership, a new 
license shall be issued under the new name, without charge, upon surrender of the 
previously issued license.  

(f) Licenses not transferable.  Licenses are not transferable, and the use of one contractor's 
license by any other contractor shall be a violation of this chapter.  

(g) Upgrade of license classification.  When a contractor requests an upgrade to a higher 
license classification, and upon verification of his ability to perform satisfactorily in that 
classification, a new license shall be issued and a new fee shall be charged, if the current 
license will expire less than six (6) months of the date of the request. If the license will 
expire six or more months after the date of the request, the difference in license fees shall 
be charged.  
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Sec. 18-74.  Classification.

(a) General.  There shall be various classes of contractors' licenses, and the holder of each 
license shall be authorized to do the following:  

(1) Class I-B Builder's Unlimited License.  This license shall entitle the holder to  
erect, add to, alter, demolish, or repair any building or structure.  It is the 
responsibility of the licensee that all subcontractors in its employ are properly 
licensed.  

(2) Class II-B Builder's License.  This license shall entitle the holder to erect, add to, 
alter or repair any building or structure classified as less than a high rise, as 
defined by the International Building Code (IBC). The demolition of any building 
or structure classified as less than a high rise is permitted.  The licensee may 
complete nonstructural interior finish or remodel of any type of building. The 
holder of a Class II-B license may perform any work authorized by a Class III-B 
and a Class IV-B license. It shall be the responsibility of the licensee that all 
subcontractors in its employ are properly licensed.  

(3) Class III-B Builder's Miscellaneous License.  This license shall entitle the holder 
to erect, add to, alter or repair one- and two-family dwellings, U Occupancy 
buildings and attached single-unit dwellings (IRC townhouses). The demolition of 
any one- and two-dwelling building or U Occupancy building or structure is 
permitted.  The holder of a Class III-B license may perform any work authorized 
by a Class IV-B license.  

(4) Class IV-B Builder's Subcontractor's License.  This license shall be issued to 
those engaged in contracting for labor or for labor and material involving only 
one trade, such as masonry, framing, insulation, drywalling, glazing, concrete flat 
work, irrigation systems, siding, elevator contractors, solar panel installation, 
installation of radon mitigation system, fire detection systems, burglar alarms, or 
building demolition, but shall not authorize any electrical, plumbing or 
mechanical work. Contractors doing minor installation of prefabricated or 
manufactured units, such as countertops, storm windows, gutters and down spouts 
or carpet, shall not be required to obtain a license.  

(5) Class V-B Homeowner's "Limited" Building License.  This license shall be issued 
to an individual and is limited to the building of a single-family residence to be 
owned and occupied by the licensee. The licensee may perform all or part of the 
work personally or act as a general contractor; in either case, the licensee shall be 
fully responsible for the performance of all the work in accordance with the city's 
building codes and, further, shall pursue the completion of all work in an orderly 
and diligent manner. Documentation shall be submitted with the permit 
application to show that the individual owns the property to be built on and that if 
there is a construction loan, the loan is issued to the individual.  
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(6) Class VI-P Plumbing License.  This license shall entitle the holder to contract for 
and perform all work involving sanitary plumbing, potable water piping, the 
installation of plumbing appliances and apparatus and related plumbing work. To 
be qualified as a plumbing contractor, the person, firm, partnership, corporation, 
association or other organization must either be or employ full-time a master 
plumber licensed by the state according to C.R.S. § 12-155-101 et seq. It shall be 
the responsibility of the applicant to provide evidence of the state license to the 
city.  

(7) Class VII-M Mechanical License.  This license shall entitle the holder to erect, 
install or construct all mechanical systems, including hot water heating systems, 
air conditioning systems, refrigeration systems, or install boilers, evaporative 
coolers, and sheet metal work. This license shall entitle the holder to replace 
existing boilers, evaporative coolers, and all connections thereto. Other 
connections to the potable water system must be performed by either a state-
licensed master plumber in the employ of the licensed mechanical contractor or 
city-licensed plumbing contractor unless specifically exempted in the Colorado 
State Plumbing Code. Line voltage electrical work must be done by a city-
registered electrical contractor.  

(8) Class VIII-D Building Moving License.  This license shall entitle the holder to 
move any building or structure, subject to all applicable regulations of the city. 
Before a moving license is granted, the applicant shall file with the building 
official, a Certificate of Insurance in the same amounts and subject to the same 
requirements as for municipal contractors' licenses set forth in section 78-183.  

(9) Class IX-R Builder's Roofing License.  This license shall entitle the holder to do 
roofing of any building or structure including nonstructural decking repair or 
replacement.  

(b) Limited license.  All license categories except for Class 1-B Builder's Unlimited License, 
Class VI-P Plumbing License, Class VII-M Mechanical License, and Class VIII-D 
Building Moving License may be issued as a "limited license." A limited license will 
allow the owner or tenant of a building to do specific work relative to his building or 
tenant space, and may be issued at the discretion of the building official, when the owner 
or tenant has demonstrated his ability to perform said work. All contractor limited license 
fees shall be one-half of the regular license fee as set forth in the administrative fee 
schedule established by this jurisdiction.  

(c) Registration of electrical contractors.  

(1) Registration.  It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in electrical 
contracting in the City of Arvada without being duly registered as provided in this 
chapter.

(2) Qualifications.  To be qualified for registration as an electrical contractor, an 
applicant must hold a valid electrical contractor’s license issued by the state 
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according to C.R.S. § 12-115-101 et seq.  It shall be the responsibility of the 
applicant to provide evidence of the state license to the city.

(3) Registration forms.  Registration under this chapter shall be on forms furnished by 
the building inspection division.  The continuation or completion of work in 
progress shall require the renewal of an expired registration.  No fee shall be 
charged to process a registration form.

(4) Expiration and renewal.  Registration expiration shall be as outlined in section 
18-75.

(5) Other provisions apply.  Except as set forth in this subsection (c), all other 
provisions of this code apply to registered electrical contractors.

Sec. 18-75.  Expiration and renewal.

(a) Expiration.  The VI-P Plumbing Contractor license shall expire three years from the date 
of issue or upon the expiration date of the plumbing contractor’s license issued by the 
state, whichever is sooner.  Electrical contractor registrations shall expire three years 
from date of issue or upon the expiration date of the electrical contractor’s license issued 
by the state, whichever is sooner.  All other licenses shall expire one year from date of 
issue.  Expired licenses and registrations shall be renewed, and a new license fee, where 
applicable, paid prior to continuation or completion of work.  

(b) Renewal license fee.  The fee for the renewal of a contractor's license shall be the same as 
those set forth for the contractor's license in the administrative fee schedule established 
by this jurisdiction.  

Sec. 18-76.  Qualified supervisors.

(a) When required.  The respective licensees, whether individuals, firms or corporations, 
shall not be required to possess those skills and qualifying experience records required 
for the work they are permitted to do under the terms and provisions of their respective 
licenses, provided that they retain in their business a supervisor whose skills and 
qualifying experience records are such that he would be qualified to supervise all work in 
his principal's license category. The respective licensees' rights to do business shall be 
dependent upon the continued retention of the designated supervisors in active, full-time 
capacity.  

(b) Termination of supervisor.  Whenever a designated supervisor terminates his association 
with a licensee or otherwise becomes inactive, the licensee shall immediately notify the 
building inspection division. In such event, the license shall be deemed to be suspended 
and there shall be a thirty (30) calendar day grace period from the date of termination of 
the supervisor in order to acquire a proper supervisor before complete termination of the 
license. Should the supervisor be replaced, such fact shall be made known to the building 
inspection division. If the proposed replacement is found to meet the required 
qualifications, the license shall again be deemed in full force and effect without 
imposition of an additional license fee for the license period.  
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(c) Qualifications of supervisor.  Each individual who is to act as a supervisor shall work 
proposed to be done. Each individual who is to act as a supervisor shall be designated as 
such in each application for a license.  Each supervisor shall be required to take a license 
examination in accordance with section 18-71(b) or provide information as requested to 
demonstrate knowledge and proficiency to perform work in accordance with the 
regulations of this chapter.

Secs. 18-77 - 18-100.  Reserved.

Section 5.  Article IV, International Building Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings and Building 
Regulations, of the Arvada City Code, is hereby amended by adopting by reference the 2018 
edition of the International Building Code, subject to the additions, amendments, and deletions 
set forth as follows:

ARTICLE IV. INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE

Sec. 18-101. Adopted.

Pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq. and the Arvada City Charter, the International Building 
Code, 2018 Edition, including Appendixes C and I, published by the International Code Council, 
4051 Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, IL  60478, is hereby adopted by reference and 
incorporated into the city Code. All other appendices are deleted.

The 2018 International Building Code shall be known as the "I.B.C." or the "building code" and 
may be cited and referred to as such.

Sec. 18-102. – I.B.C. – Section 101.1, Title.

Section 101.1. Title, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“101.1. Title.  These regulations shall be known as the Building Code of Arvada, 
hereinafter referred to as “this code.””

Sec. 18-103. – I.B.C. – Section 105.5, Expiration.

Section 105.5. Expiration, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“105.5. Expiration.  Expiration of permits shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-39(f).”

Sec. 18-104. – I.B.C. – Section 109, Fees.

Section 109. Fees, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“109. Fees.  The fees for all work shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-42.”

Sec. 18-105. – I.B.C. – Section 113, Board of Appeals.

Section 113. Board of Appeals is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 
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“113.1 Board of Appeals.  Appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the 
building official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be in 
accordance with Section 18-36.”

Sec. 18-106. – I.B.C. – Section 114.4, Violation penalties.

Section 114.4.  Violation penalties, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“114.4.  Violation penalties.  Any violation of the building code shall be punishable by a 
fine, or imprisonment, or both, not to exceed the limits established in Section 1-5 of the 
Arvada City Code.” 

Sec. 18-107. – I.B.C. – Section 303.1.4. Accessory to places of religious worship.

Section 303.1.4.  Accessory to places of religious worship, is hereby amended by adding a 
second paragraph as follows:  

“303.1.4. Accessory to places of religious worship.  Rooms and spaces within places of 
religious worship providing overnight homeless sheltering for fewer than 50 occupants, 
for less than 16 continuous hours, shall be classified as part of the primary occupancy 
notwithstanding any other provisions of this code which would disallow overnight 
occupancy in such rooms or spaces, and provided the aggregate area used for sleeping is 
less than 10,000 square feet and has all of the following: 

 exiting and emergency lighting
 operational smoke alarms and carbon monoxide alarms in all sleeping areas 
 a minimum of one awake attendant 
 an emergency plan

An operational permit and an approved emergency plan for such use may be required on 
an annual basis through the governing Fire Code Official subject to review of compliance 
with these provisions.”

Sec. 18-108. – I.B.C. – Section 419.1 General.

 Section 419.1 General, is hereby amended to read as follows:  

“419.1. General.  A live/work unit shall comply with Sections 419.1 through 419.9.

Exception: Dwelling or sleeping units that include an office that is less than 10 percent of 
the area of the dwelling unit are permitted to be classified as dwelling units with 
accessory occupancies in accordance with Section 508.2.

Single family homes, duplexes, and townhomes built in accordance with the International 
Residential Code may include up to 300 square feet of area within the dwelling unit and 
attached garage or 600 square feet in a detached building accessory to the dwelling unit, 
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for uses that would otherwise be classified as B, M, F, or S Occupancies in accordance 
with this code, without complying with the provisions of this code.  Operational permits 
and limitation of quantities of hazardous materials in accordance with the International 
Fire Code are required. Alterations to these spaces shall be in accordance with the 
International Residential Code.”

Sec. 18-109. – I.B.C. – Section 902.1.  Pump and riser room size.

Section 902.1 Pump and riser room size, is hereby amended to read as follows:  

“902.1. Pump and riser room size. Where provided, fire pump rooms and automatic 
sprinkler system riser rooms shall be designed with adequate space for all equipment 
necessary for the installation, as defined by the manufacturer, with sufficient working 
space around the stationary equipment. Clearances around equipment to elements of 
permanent construction, including other installed equipment and appliances, shall be 
sufficient to allow inspection, service, repair or replacement without removing such 
elements of permanent construction or disabling the function of a required fire-resistance-
rated assembly. Fire pump and automatic sprinkler system riser rooms shall be provided 
with doors and unobstructed passageways large enough to allow removal of the largest 
piece of equipment. The room shall provide a minimum of 36 square feet working space 
around a fire pump or automatic sprinkler system riser.”

Sec. 18-110. – I.B.C. – Section 903.1.  General.

Section 903.1 General, is hereby amended by adding the following subsections:

“903.1.2 Location of sprinkler control valves.  When automatic sprinkler systems are 
required within a building and the system serves more than one tenant space, the main 
control valves shall be located within an approved room that is accessible directly from 
the building exterior.  The door shall be not less than three (3) feet in width by six (6) feet 
in height.”

“903.1.3 Fire department access. Any change of occupancy of an existing building that 
does not have approved fire department access as required in Chapter 5 of the 
International Fire Code may be required by the fire code official to have an automatic fire 
sprinkler system installed regardless of the building size.”

“903.1.4 Multi-tenant buildings. In buildings that have warehouse space(s) that have the 
ability to allow high-piled combustible storage per Chapter 32 of the International Fire 
Code shall have a fire line installed with a main that runs the length of the building for 
future addition of fire sprinkler systems.“

Sec. 18-111. – I.B.C. – Section 904.13, Domestic cooking systems.

Section 904.13.  Domestic cooking systems, is hereby amended by adding item number four (4.) 
as follows:  
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“4. In Group R-4 occupancies where domestic cooking facilities are installed in 
accordance with Section 407.2.3 of the International Building Code.”

Sec. 18-112. – I.B.C. – Section 903.4.2.  Alarms.

Section 903.4.2. Alarms, is hereby amended to read as follows and with the added subsection: 

"903.4.2. Alarms. An approved audible/visual alarm device, located on the exterior of the 
building in an approved location, shall be connected to each automatic sprinkler system. 
Such sprinkler waterflow alarm devices shall be activated by waterflow equivalent to the 
flow of a single sprinkler of the smallest orifice size installed in the system. Where a fire 
alarm system is installed, actuation of the automatic sprinkler system shall actuate the 
building fire alarm system and cause notification as set forth in Section 907.5. When 
buildings have multiple tenant spaces notification devices shall be installed in accordance 
with Section 907.5 in each tenant space.  “

“903.4.2.1 Audible and visual signals. Audible and visual fire alarm notification devices 
shall be connected to every automatic sprinkler system. Such audible and visual devices 
shall be activated throughout the building upon water flow. When buildings have 
multiple tenant spaces, notification devices shall be installed in accordance with Section 
907.5 in each tenant space.”

Sec. 18-113. – I.B.C. – Section 907.5.2.2.  Emergency voice/alarm communication

Sec. 907.5.2.2. Emergency voice/alarm communication, is hereby amended by adding the 
following subsection:

“907.5.2.2.6. Intelligibility. The intelligibility of a voice/alarm communication system 
shall be tested in an objective manner in accordance with NFPA 72.”

Sec. 18-114. – I.B.C. – Section 912.2. Location.

Sec. 912.2. Location, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

“912.2. Location. With respect to hydrants, driveways, buildings and landscaping, fire 
department connections shall be so located that fire apparatus and hose connected to 
supply the system will not obstruct access to the buildings for other fire apparatus.  The 
fire department connection for automatic sprinkler systems and standpipe systems shall 
be located a minimum of 50 feet and a maximum 150 feet (45,720 mm) of a fire 
hydrant.”

Sec. 18-115. – I.B.C. – Section 912.4.1. Locking fire department connection caps.

Sec. 912.4.1. Locking fire department connection caps, is hereby amended in to read as follows: 
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“912.4.1. Locking fire department connection caps.  Approved locking fire department 
connection caps shall be installed on all new water-based fire protection systems. 
Locking fire department connection caps shall be installed when fire department 
connection caps are found missing on existing water-based fire protection systems and 
the fire department connection is subjected to internal obstructions.”

Sec. 18-116. – I.B.C. – Section 1507.2.8.4, Step and counter flashing.

Section 1507.2.8.4.  Step and counter flashing, is added to read as follows:

“1507.2.8.4. Step and counter flashing. Step and counter flashing, or an approved 
alternative method of flashing is required around evaporative coolers, skylights and 
other similar roof openings.”

Sec.18-117. – I.B.C. – Section 1511.6, Flashing.

Section 1511.6.  Flashing, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph to read as follows:

“1511.6. Flashing. Step and counter flashing, or an approved alternative method of 
flashing is required around evaporative coolers, skylights and other similar roof 
openings.”

Sec. 18-118. – I.B.C. – Section 1609.3, Basic wind speed.

Section 1609.3.  Basic wind speed, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“1609.3.  Basic wind speed.  The wind speeds for the City of Arvada are 136Vult from 
the Eastern city limit West to Highway 93.  The wind speed for areas West of Highway 
93 is 150Vult.”

Sec. 18-119. – I.B.C. – Section 1609.4, Exposure category.

Section 1609.4.  Exposure category, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph to read as 
follows:  

“1609.4.  Exposure category. The building official may accept an exposure classification 
from a qualified engineer, licensed with the state, if a detailed analysis of site conditions 
adjacent to the proposed project or structure is provided to support the engineer's 
recommendation. If an engineer's analysis is not provided, an exposure classification of 
"C" shall be used.”

Sec. 18-120. – I.B.C. – Section 1803.5.3, Expansive soils.

Section 1803.5.3.  Expansive soils, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  



31

“1083.5.3. Expansive soils.  Expansive soils are deemed present throughout most of the 
city. A soils report and engineered foundation plan are required for all new construction. 
Such plans must be prepared by a state registered professional engineer. The documents 
must specifically include design computations for pier diameter and length, describe 
methods to provide restraint from lateral soil pressures, provide a slab performance risk 
evaluation, compaction, and soil preparation requirements for slabs on grade, and other 
information deemed necessary by the engineer of record.  

Exception: If the existing foundation of an R-3 residential building is performing 
adequately, foundations for additions to existing buildings are allowed to match 
the existing foundation type. An open hole soils investigation by a state licensed 
engineer may be required.”

Sec. 18-121. – I.B.C. – Section 3002.10, Handrails.

Section 3002.10.  Handrails, is hereby added to read as follows:  

“3002.10.  Handrails.  A handrail shall be provided on one wall of the car, preferably the 
rear. The rails shall be smooth and the inside surface at least 1 1/2 inches (38 mm) clear 
of the walls at a nominal height of 32 inches (813 mm) from the floor.  
Nominal = +1 inch (25 mm).

Note:  Thirty-two inches (813 mm) required to reduce interference with car controls 
where lowest button is centered at 35 inches (889 mm) above floor.”

Secs. 18-122 - 18-166.  Reserved.

Section 6.  Article V, International Residential Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings and Building 
Regulations, of the Arvada City Code, is hereby enacted by adopting by reference the 2018 
edition of the International Residential Code, subject to the additions, amendments, and deletions 
set forth as follows:

ARTICLE V. INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE

Sec. 18-167. Adopted.

Pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq. and the Arvada City Charter, the International Residential 
Code, 2018 Edition, including Appendices A, B, C, F, G, H, J, K, M, N, and O, published by the 
International Code Council, 4051 Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, IL  60478, is hereby 
adopted by reference and incorporated into the city Code..

The 2018 International Residential Code shall be known as the "I.R.C." or the "residential code" 
and may be cited and referred to as such.

Sec. 18-168. – I.R.C. – Section R101.1, Title.

Section 101.1. Title, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:
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“101.1 Title.  These provisions shall be known as the Residential Code for One- and 
Two-family Dwellings of the City of Arvada and shall be cited as such and will be 
referred to herein as “this code.””

Sec. 18-169. – I.R.C. – Section R101.2, Scope.

Section R101.2.  Scope, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“R101.2.  Scope.  The provisions of the International Residential Code for One- and Two-
family Dwellings shall apply to the construction, alteration, movement, enlargement, 
replacement, repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, removal and demolition of 
detached one- and two-family dwellings and townhouses not more than three stories 
above grade plane in height with a separate means of egress and their accessory structures 
not more than three stories above grade plane in height. 
 Any installation, alteration, modification, repair, movement, removal, demolition, or use 
of any system, equipment, or component that is not specifically covered in these chapters 
of the I.R.C. shall comply with applicable provisions of the related technical codes.”

Sec. 18-170. – I.R.C. – Section R105.2, Work exempt from permit.

Section R105.2. Work exempt from permit, is hereby amended to change subsection (2) to read as 
follows:

“2.  Fences not over 6 feet high.”

The remaining subsections to remain unchanged.

Sec. 18-171. – I.R.C. – Section R105.5, Expiration.

Section R105.5. Expiration, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“R105.5. Expiration.  Expiration of permits shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-39(f).”

Sec. 18-172. – I.R.C. – Section R108, Fees.

Section R108. Fees, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“R108. Fees.  The fees for all work shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-42.”

Sec. 18-173. – I.R.C. – Section R109.1.2, Plumbing, mechanical, gas, and electrical systems 
inspection.

Section R109.1.2. Plumbing, mechanical, gas and electrical systems inspection, is hereby 
amended by amending the first paragraph in its entirety to read as follows:  

“R109.1.2. Plumbing, mechanical, gas and electrical systems inspection. A rough 
mechanical, electrical, and plumbing inspection shall be made prior to rough frame 
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inspection and after the roof and roof covering, framing, fire-blocking, and bracing are in 
place, and all vents, duct systems, piping, and HVAC equipment is properly installed, 
including all vents, exhausts, and intakes extended through the completed roof and 
walls.”

The exception listed in Section R109.1.2 shall remain the same.

Sec. 18-174. – I.R.C. – Section R109.1.7, Grading performance inspection.

Section R109.1.7.  Grading performance inspection, is hereby added to read as follows:  

“R109.1.7. Grading performance inspection.  Prior to issuance of a certificate of 
occupancy, a grading performance certificate shall be provided to the building official. 
The document shall be prepared by a state licensed land surveyor or state registered 
professional engineer. The grading performance certificate shall contain an affirmative 
statement that an inspection of the site has been performed and that the lot will drain 
adequately and in accordance with the drainage plan of the approved subdivision plat and 
drainage will not result in ponding or flooding conditions to adjacent lots.”

Sec. 18-175. – I.R.C. – Section R109.1.8, Building Location Inspection
Section R109.1.8. Building Location Inspections, is hereby added to read as follows:  

“R109.1.8. Building Location Inspections. A building location inspection shall be made 
prior to the foundation being poured. This inspection is required for all new buildings and 
building additions.  Prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy, an improvement 
location certificate (ILC) or survey shall be provided to the building official.  The 
document shall be prepared by a state licensed land surveyor or state registered 
professional engineer and show compliance with required setbacks of the Land 
Development Code adopted by the City of Arvada. The building official shall determine 
whether an actual survey or an ILC is required, and at his discretion may waive these 
requirements for good cause.”

Sec. 18-176. – I.R.C. – Section R110.3, Certificate issued.

Section R110.3.  Certificate issued, is hereby amended by amending the first paragraph to read as 
follows:

“R110.3.  Certificate issued.  After the building official inspects the building or structure 
and finds no violations of the provisions of this code or any other applicable policies or 
laws that are enforced by the department of building safety, the building official shall 
issue a certificate of occupancy which shall contain the following:”

The remaining numbered provisions of section R110.3 of the I.R.C. shall remain unchanged.

Sec. 18-177. – I.R.C. – Section R112,  Board of Appeals.

Section R112. Board of Appeals is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 
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“R112.1. Board of Appeals.  Appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the 
building official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be in 
accordance with Section 18-36.”

Sec. 18-178. – I.R.C. – Section R113.4, Violation penalties.

Section R113.4.  Violation penalties, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“R113.4.  Violation penalties.  Any violation of the residential code shall be punishable 
by a fine, or imprisonment, or both, not to exceed the limits established in section 1-5.” 

Sec. 18-179. – I.R.C. – Section R202 Definitions, Accessory Structure.

Section R202.  Definitions.  Accessory Structure is hereby amended to read as follows.

“Accessory Structure, shall be as defined in the Land Development Code as adopted by 
the City of Arvada.”

Sec. 18-180. – I.R.C. – Section R301.1, Application.

Section R301.1.  Application, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph as follows:  

“R301.1.  Application. Design snow loads for this jurisdiction are: roof snow load = 30 
psf (1.44 kN/m2); ground snow load = 25 psf (1.2 kN/m2).”

Sec. 18-181. – I.R.C. – Section R301.2, Climatic and geographical design criteria.

Table R301.2 (1) of Section R301.2. Climatic and geographical design criteria, is hereby 
amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

Table R301.2 (1)
CLIMATIC AND GEOGRAPHICAL DESIGN CRITERIA

Wind Design Subject to Damage FromGround 
and 
Roof 
Snow 
Loadp Speed 

(mph)d
Topo-
graphic 
Effectsk

Seismic 
Design 
Category
f

Weatheringa Frost-
line 
Depthb

Termitec

Winter 
Design 
Tempe

Ice 
Barrier 
Underlay-
ment 
Reuiredh

Flood 
Hazardsg

Air 
Freezing 
Indexi

Mean 
Annual 
Tempj

IECC 
Zone

30 psf 136 Vult 

E. of 
Hwy 93
150 Vult 
W. of 
Hwy 93
Exp.C

Yes “B” Severe 36” Slight 1˚ F No NFIP: 
Nov. 20, 
1972

FIRM: 
July 13, 
2016

500-
1000

50.5 5b

Manual J Design Criterian

Elevation Latitude Winter Heating 
99% Dry Bulb

Summer 
Cooling 
1% Dry 
Bulb

Altitude Correction 
Factor

Indoor 
Design 
Temp.

Design 
Temp. 
Cooling

Heating Temp. 
Difference

5453’  E. of 
Hwy. 93;

40 ˚ North 1˚ 91˚ .832 E. of Hwy. 93;
Varies W. of Hwy. 

70 ˚ 75 ˚ 69 ˚
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Varies W. 
of Hwy. 93

93

Cooling 
Temperature 
Difference

Wind Velocity 
Heating

Wind Velocity 
Cooling

Coincident 
Wet Bulb

Daily Range Winter 
Humidity

Summer 
Humidity

--

16 ˚ 15 mph 7.5 mph 60 High (H) 30% 50% --

Sec. 18-182. – I.R.C. – Section R301.2.1.4, Exposure category.

Section R301.2.1.4.  Exposure category, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph to 
read as follows:  

“R301.2.1.4. Exposure category. The building official may accept an exposure category 
from a qualified engineer, licensed with the state, provided a detailed analysis of site 
conditions adjacent to the proposed project or structure is provided to support the 
engineer's recommendation. If an engineer's analysis is not provided, an exposure 
category of “C” shall be used.”

Sec. 18-183. – I.R.C. – Section R303.3, Bathrooms.

Section R303.3.  Bathrooms, is hereby amended to read as follows:  

“R303.3.  Bathrooms. Bathrooms, water closet compartments and other similar rooms 
shall have mechanical ventilation even if those areas have an openable window that 
satisfies the minimum size requirements herein.  The minimum ventilation rates shall be 
in accordance with section M1507.  Ventilation air from the space shall be exhausted 
directly to the outside.

The exception is hereby deleted.”

Sec. 18-184. – I.R.C. – Section R326.2, Pools in floodplain hazard areas. 

Section R326.2 Pools in floodplain hazard areas, is hereby added to read:

“R326.2 Pools in flood hazard areas.  Pools that are located in floodplain hazard areas 
shall be in accordance with those sections as set forth in Division 4-1-2 of the Land 
Development Code as may be amended from time to time.”

Sec. 18-185. – I.R.C. – Section R401.4, Soil tests.

Section R401.4.  Soil tests, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph and an exception to 
read as follows:  

“R401.4.  Soil tests.  Expansive soils are deemed present throughout most of the city. A 
soil's report and engineered foundation plan are required for all new construction. Such 
plans must be prepared by a state registered professional engineer. The documents must 
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specifically include design computations for pier and diameter and length, describe 
methods to provide restraint from lateral soil pressures, provide a slab performance risk 
evaluation, compaction, and soil preparation requirements for slab on grade, and other 
information deemed necessary to the engineer of record.

Exception:  If the existing foundation of an R-3 residential building is performing 
adequately, foundations for additions to existing buildings are allowed to match 
the existing foundation type. An open hole soil's investigation by a state licensed 
engineer may be required.”

Sec. 18-186. – I.R.C. – Section R403.1, General.

Section R403.1.  General, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“R403.1. General.  Footings and foundations shall be designed by a state licensed 
engineer or architect, and the plans shall be submitted with the permit application.  
Exception: Detached Group U Occupancies and minor additions to Group R-3, 
Occupancies. If the existing foundation for a building is performing adequately, 
foundations for additions may match the existing foundation type. An open hole soil's 
investigation by a state licensed engineer may be required.

All exterior walls shall be supported on continuous solid or fully grouted masonry or 
concrete footings, wood foundations, or other approved structural systems which shall be 
of sufficient design to accommodate all loads according to section R301 and to transmit 
the resulting loads to the soil within the limitations as determined from the character of 
the soil. Footings shall be supported on undisturbed natural soils or engineered fill. The 
base footing elevation, bottom of grade beam, bottom of pad or other portions of 
foundations except drilled piers to bedrock, shall be no less than three feet three (3) 
inches (991 mm) above ground water unless justified by the soil's engineer to the 
satisfaction of the building official.”

Sec. 18-187. – I.R.C. – Section R408.1, Ventilation.

Section R408.1.  Ventilation is hereby amended to read as follows:

“R408.1.  Ventilation. In the second sentence after “Class 1 vapor retarder” insert (min. 
10 mill thickness)” (The rest of section R408.1 is to remain unchanged).”

Sec. 18-188. – I.R.C. – Section R408.3, Unvented crawl space.

 Section R408.3.  Unvented crawl space is hereby amended to read as follows:

“1.      Exposed earth is covered with a continuous Class I vapor retarder (min. 10 mill in 
thickness). Joints of the vapor retarder shall overlap by 6 inches (152 mm) and 
shall be sealed or taped. The edges of the vapor retarder shall extend at least 6 
inches (152 mm) up the stem wall and shall be attached and sealed to the stem 
wall or insulation; and” 

Sec. 18-189. – I.R.C. – Section R501.3, Structural floors.
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Section R501.3.  Structural floors, is hereby added to read as follows:  

“R501.3.  Structural floors.  When structural floors are required, they shall comply with 
sections R501.3.1 and R501.3.2.”  

Sec. 18-190. – I.R.C. – Section R501.3.1, Structural floors ventilation.

Section R501.3.  Structural floors ventilation, is hereby added to read as follows:

“R501.3.1.  Structural floor ventilation.  Adequate under floor ventilation systems shall 
be provided to ventilate under floor areas when structural floor systems are required. 
Such systems shall be designed to provide at least one air change per hour, be controlled 
by a dehumidistat, and exhaust to the outside. A state licensed engineer's design may be 
required.  

Exception: The building official may approve alternates to such ventilation requirements 
when sufficient documentation is provided by the engineer of record to substantiate his 
alternate method is at least the equivalent of that prescribed.”

Sec. 18-191. – I.R.C. – Section R501.3.2, Grading under structural floors.

Section R501.3.2.  Grading under structural floors, is hereby added to read as follows:

“R501.3.2. Grading under structural floors.  When structural basement floors are 
installed, a minimum of 18 inches (457 mm) of clear space is required below untreated 
wood floor joists and any wood girders or beams. Where steel or concrete beams or joists 
are used, the minimum clearance shall be the height of the void plus 6 inches (152 mm), 
or be as recommended by the soils engineer.  

The surface of the underfloor area shall be free of construction debris and graded to a 
relatively flat plane to slope toward the sump pit, or toward drain systems installed to 
control free water in the underfloor space. The underfloor area shall not allow ponding of 
water.”

Sec. 18-192. – I.R.C. – Section R902.1, Roofing covering materials.

Section R902.1.  Roofing covering materials, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph to 
read as follows:  

“R902.1.  Roofing covering materials.  All areas of the city where the required fire flow 
is not available in accordance with the 2018 Edition of the International Fire Code 
Appendix B Section 103.2, a minimum of Class B roof is required. The classification of 
the roof is also required to be in accordance with other applicable sections of this code.”

Sec. 18-193. – I.R.C. – Section R905.2.4.1, Wind resistance of asphalt shingles.
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Section R905.2.4.1.  Wind resistance of asphalt shingles, is hereby amended in its entirety to read 
as follows:

“R905.2.4.1.  Wind resistance of asphalt shingles.  Asphalt shingles shall be installed in 
accordance with Section R905.2.6.  Shingles classified using ASTM D 3161 is acceptable 
for use in wind zones 110 mph (49 m/s) or less.  Shingles classified using ASTM 3161, 
Class F, are acceptable for use in all cases where special fastening is required.”

Sec.18-194. – I.R.C. – Section R908.6, Flashing

Section R908.6.  Flashing, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph to read as follows:

“R908.6.  Flashing. Flashing shall be installed in accordance with Section R905.”

Sec.18-195. – I.R.C. – Section R908.7, Step and counter flashing

Section R908.7.  Step and counter flashing, is added to read as follows:

“R908.7. Step and counter flashing. Flashing shall be installed in accordance with 
Section R905.”

Sec. 18-196. – I.R.C. – Section N1101.1, Scope.

Section N1101. Scope, is hereby amended to add an exception as follows:

“Exception.

1.  Portions of the building envelope that do not enclose conditioned space.”

Sec. 18-197. – I.R.C. – Section.2-N1101.12.  Maintenance information.

Section N1101.12.  Maintenance information, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“N1101.12.  Maintenance information.  Maintenance instructions shall be furnished for 
equipment and systems that require preventive maintenance.”  

Sec. 18-198.  – I.R.C. – Section N1101.14, Certificate (Mandatory).

Section N1101.14 Certificate(Mandatory), first two sentences are hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

“N101.14. Certificate (Mandatory).  A permanent certificate shall be completed by the 
builder or registered design professional and either posted on a wall in the space where 
the furnace is located, a utility room or an approved location inside the building where it 
shall not cover or obstruct the visibility of the circuit directory label, service disconnect 
label, or other required labels, or filed with the City.”
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Sec. 18-199. – I.R.C. – Section N1103.1.1, Programmable thermostat.

Section N1103.1.1. Programmable thermostat, is hereby deleted in its entirety.

Sec. 18-200. – I.R.C. – Section M1308.2, Protection against physical damage.

Section M1308.2.  Protection against physical damage, is hereby amended in its entirety to read 
as follows:

“M1308.2.  Protection against physical damage.  In concealed locations, where piping, 
other than cast-iron or galvanized steel, is installed through holes or notches in studs, 
joints, rafters or similar members less than 1 ¼ inches (31.8 mm) from the nearest edge 
of the member, the pipe shall be protected by steel shield plates.  Such shield plates shall 
have a thickness of not less than 0.0575 inch (1.463 mm) (No. 16 Gage).  Such plates 
shall cover the area of the pipe where the member is notched or bored, and shall extend 
not less than 2 inches (51mm) above sole plates and below top plates.”

Sec. 18-201. – I.R.C. – Section M1411.4, Condensate pumps.

Section M1411.4. Condensate pumps, is deleted in its entirety. 

Sec. 18-202. – I.R.C. – Section G2404.11, Condensate pumps.

Section G2404.11. Condensate pumps, is deleted in its entirety.

Sec. 18-203. – I.R.C. – Section G2417.4.1, Test pressure.

Section G2417.4.1.  Test pressure, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“G2417.4.1. Test pressure.  The test pressure to be used shall be no less than 1 ½ times 
the proposed maximum working pressure, but not less than 10 psig (69 kPa gauge), 
irrespective of design pressure.  Where the test pressure exceeds 125 psig (862 kPa 
gauge), the test pressure shall not exceed a value that produces a hoop stress in the piping 
greater than 50 percent of the specified minimum yield strength of the pipe.”

Sec. 18-204. – I.R.C. – Section G2422.1, Connecting appliances.

Section G2422.1.  Connecting appliances, is hereby amended by adding number 8 to read as 
follows:

“8. Gas piping to all appliances installed on ground supported concrete slabs or floors 
shall provide for a minimum vertical movement of 4 inches of the appliance by 
the use of approved metal appliance connectors or other methods approved by the 
building official.”

Sec. 18-205. – I.R.C. – Section P2501.1, Scope.

Section P2501.1.  Scope, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph to read as follows:
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“P2501.1. Scope. Any amendment to a technical provision of the 2018 I.P.C. or successor 
code that is adopted by the State of Colorado shall also apply within Arvada.  To the 
extent of any conflict between a state technical amendment and one adopted solely by 
Arvada, the state amendment to the I.P.C. shall control.”

Sec. 18-206. – I.R.C. – Section P2705.1, General.

Section P2705.1.  General, is hereby amended by adding item number 9 to the first paragraph to 
read as follows:

“9. Unions or an approved means of disconnect shall be installed in the water supply 
piping within twelve (12) inches (305 mm) and on each side of the regulating 
equipment, water heating, conditioning tanks, and similar equipment which may 
require service by removal or replacement.”

Sec. 18-207. – I.R.C. – Section P3005.1.7, Dead ends.

Section P3005.1.7.  Dead ends, is hereby added to read:

“P3005.1.7 Dead ends.  Dead ends shall be prohibited except where necessary to extend 
a cleanout or as an approved part of a rough-in more than 2 feet (610 mm) in length.”

Sec. 18-208. – I.R.C. – Section P3201.4.1, Private Garage Floor Drains.

Section P3201.4.1.  Private Garage Floor Drains, is added to read as follows:

“P3201.4.1.  Private Garage Floor Drains. Private garages in which servicing, repair, or 
washing of vehicles is not conducted, and in which gasoline is not dispensed, shall not 
require a separator, unless the garage drains into the sanitary sewer system.  Areas of 
garages utilized only for storage of automobiles are not required to be drained through a 
separator, unless the garage drains into the sanitary sewer system.”

Sec. 18-209. – I.R.C. – Section E3601.6.2, Service disconnect location.

Section E3601.6.2.  Service disconnect location, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:

“E3601.6.2.  Service disconnect location.  The service disconnecting (main disconnect) 
means shall be installed at a readily accessible location outside of a building or structure.

EXCEPTION: The service disconnecting means may be installed inside the building if it 
is located within a room built with materials similar to that of the building or structure 
that is used only for electrical equipment and has exterior access by doors having a 
minimum dimension of three (3) feet (914 mm) by six (6) feet eight (8) inches (2032 
mm). The doors shall be labeled “MAIN ELECTRICAL DISCONNECT” in a minimum 
of one (1) inch (25 mm) letters on a contrasting background. The disconnect must be 
located nearest the point of entrance into the building of the service conductors in 
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accordance with this code. In residential single-family homes, the main disconnect may 
be installed inside the garage if near a service door, when approved by the building 
official. Service disconnecting means shall not be installed in bathrooms.  Each occupant 
shall have access to the disconnect serving the dwelling unit in which they reside.”

Sec. 18-210. - I.R.C. - Section AM101.1 General

Section AM101.1 General, is hereby amended to include an additional subsection as follows:

“AM101.1.1 . Fire sprinkler systems.  A fire sprinkler system in accordance with Section 
R313 shall be installed when the home day care is licensed by the State of Colorado for 
the custodial care of more than 8 occupants.”

Secs. 18-211. - 18-254.  Reserved

Section 7.  Article VI, International Energy Conservation Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings and 
Building Regulations, of the Arvada City Code, is hereby enacted by adopting by reference the 
2018 Edition of the International Energy Conservation Code, subject to the additions, 
amendments, and deletions set forth as follows:

ARTICLE VI.  INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE

Sec. 18-255. Adopted.

Pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq. and the Arvada City Charter, the International Energy 
Conservation Code, 2018 Edition, published by the International Code Council, 4051 Flossmoor 
Road, Country Club Hills, IL  60478, is hereby adopted by reference and incorporated into the 
Arvada City Code.  

The 2018 International Energy Conservation Code shall be known as the “I.E.C.C.” or the 
“energy code” and may be referred to as such.

Sec. 18-256. – I.E.C.C. – Section C105.1, Title.

Section C101.1. Title, is hereby amended as follows:

“C101.1. Title, This code shall be known as the International Energy Conservation Code of 
the City of Arvada, and shall be cited as such.  It is referred to herein as “this code.”

Sec. 18-257. – I.E.C.C. – Section C104, Fees.

Section 104. Fees, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“104. Fees.  The fees for all work shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-42.”
Sec. 18-258. – I.E.C.C. – Section C109, Board of Appeals.

Section C109. Board of Appeals is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 
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“C109.1 Board of Appeals.  Appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the 
building official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be in 
accordance with Section 18-36.”

Sec. 18-259. – I.E.C.C. – Section R101.1, Title.

Section R101.1. Title, is hereby amended as follows:

“R101.1. Title, This code shall be known as the International Energy Conservation Code 
of the City of Arvada, and shall be cited as such.  It is referred to herein as “this code.”

Sec. 18-260. – I.E.C.C. – Section R104, Fees.

Section R104. Fees, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“R104. Fees.  The fees for all work shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-42.”

Sec. 18-261. – I.E.C.C. – Section R109, Board of Appeals.

Section R109. Board of Appeals is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

“R109.1 Board of Appeals.  Appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the 
building official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be in 
accordance with Section 18-36.”

Secs. 18-262 - 18-284.  Reserved

Section 8.  Article VII, International Existing Building Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings and 
Building Code Regulations, of the Arvada City Code is hereby enacted by adopting by reference 
the 2018 International Existing Building Code, subject to the additions, amendments, and 
deletions set forth as follows:

ARTICLE VII.  INTERNATIONAL EXISTING BUILDING CODE

Sec. 18-285. Adopted.

Pursuant to Title 31, Article 16, C.R.S. and the Arvada City Charter, the International Existing 
Building Code, 2018 Edition, published by the International Code Council, 4051 Flossmoor 
Road, Country Club Hills, IL  60478 is hereby adopted by reference and incorporated into the 
Arvada City Code..

The 2018 International Existing Building Code shall be known as the “I.E.B.C.” or the “existing 
building code” and may be referred to as such.

Sec. 18-286. – I.E.B.C. – Section 101.1, Title.

Section 101.1. Title, is hereby amended as follows:
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“101.1. Title. This code shall be known as the International Existing Building Code of the 
City of Arvada, and shall be cited as such.  It is referred to herein as “this code.””

Sec. 18-287. – I.E.B.C. – Section 101.2, Scope.

Section 101.2.  Scope, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“101.2.  Scope.  The provisions of the I.E.B.C. shall apply to the repair, alteration, change 
of occupancy, and relocation of existing buildings. Anywhere the word “addition” is used 
in the I.E.B.C. in reference to new construction in an existing building, that construction 
shall be regulated by the most recent edition of the International Building Code or the 
International Residential Code, as applicable and as adopted and amended by Arvada.”

Sec. 18-288. – I.E.B.C. – Section 101.3, Intent.

Section 101.3.  Intent, is hereby amended by adding a new second paragraph to read as follows:

“101.3. Intent.  Additions or alterations shall not be made to an existing building or 
structure when such existing building or structure is not in full compliance with the 
provisions of this code except when such addition or alteration will result in the existing 
building or structure being no more hazardous based on life safety, fire safety, and 
sanitation, than before such additions or alterations are undertaken.”

Sec. 18-289. – I.E.B.C. – Section 105.5, Expiration.

Section 105.5. Expiration, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“105.5. Expiration.  Expiration of permits shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-41.”

Sec. 18-290. – I.E.B.C. – Section 108, Fees.

Section 108. Fees, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“108. Fees.  The fees for all work shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-42.”

Sec. 18-291. – I.E.B.C. – Section 112, Board of Appeals.

Section 112. Board of Appeals, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

“112.1 Board of Appeals.  Appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the 
building official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be in 
accordance with Section 18-36.”

Sec. 18-292. – I.E.B.C. – Section 113.4, Violation penalties.

Section 113.4.  Violation penalties, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:
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“113.4.  Violation penalties.  Any violation of the I.E.B.C. shall be punishable by a fine, 
or imprisonment, or both, not to exceed the limits established in Section 1-5 of the 
Arvada City Code.”

Secs. 18-293 - 18-316.  Reserved

Section 9.  Article VIII, International Fuel Gas Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings and Building 
Code Regulations, of the Arvada City Code is hereby enacted by adopting by reference the 2018 
International Fuel Gas Code, subject to the additions, amendments, and deletions set forth as 
follows:

ARTICLE VIII. INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE

Sec. 18-317. Adopted.

Pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq., and the Arvada City Charter, the International Fuel Gas 
Code, 2018 Edition, including Appendices A, B, and C, published by the International Code 
Council, 4051 Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, IL  60478, is hereby adopted by reference 
and incorporated herein into the city Code.

The 2018 International Fuel Gas Code shall be known as the “I.F.G.C.” or the “fuel gas code” 
and may be cited and referred to as such.

Sec. 18-318. – I.F.G.C. – Section 101.1, Title.

Section 101.1. Title, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“101.1. Title.  These regulations shall be known as the Fuel Gas Code of the City of 
Arvada, hereinafter referred to as “this code.””

Sec. 18-319. – I.F.G.C. – Section 106.5.3, Expiration.

Section 106.5.3. Expiration, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“106.5.3. Expiration.  Expiration of permits shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-41.

Sec. 18-320. – I.F.G.C. – Section 106.5.4, Extensions.

Section 106.5.4. Extensions, is hereby deleted in its entirety.

Sec. 18-321. – I.F.G.C. – Section 106.6, Fees.

Section 106.6. Fees, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“106.6. Fees.  All fees shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-42.”

Sec. 18-322. – I.F.G.C. – Section 108.4, Violation penalties.
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Section 108.4.  Violation penalties, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“108.4.  Violation penalties.  Any violation of the fuel gas code shall be punishable by a 
fine, or imprisonment, or both, not to exceed the limits established in Section 1-5 of the 
Arvada City Code.” 

Sec. 18-323. – I.F.G.C. – Section 109, Means of Appeal.

Section 109. Means of Appeal is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

“109.1 Means of Appeal.  Appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the 
building official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be in 
accordance with Section 18-36.”

Sec. 18-324. – I.F.G.C. – Section 304.1, General.

Section 304.1.  General, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph after the exception to 
the first paragraph to read as follows:

“304.1.  General.  Any permit applicant intending to provide combustion, ventilation, and 
dilution air by a method other than outdoor combustion air shall, at the time of permit 
application, submit to the building official all calculations, drawings, and other 
information necessary to demonstrate compliance with code provisions governing such 
alternate method.  In a case where the permit applicant has selected the all indoor 
combustion air method, all such calculations and information shall be submitted on forms 
provided by the building inspection division.  No permit for work using a method other 
than outdoor combustion air shall be issued until after the building official or designee 
thereof has reviewed and approved all submitted documentation.”

Sec. 18-325. – I.F.G.C. – Section 406.4.1, Test pressure.

Section 406.4.1.  Test pressure, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“406.4.1.  Test pressure.  The test pressure to be used shall be no less than 1 ½ times the 
proposed maximum working pressure, but not less than 10 psig (69 kPa gauge), 
irrespective of design pressure.  Where the test pressure exceeds 125 psig (862 kPa 
gauge), the test pressure shall not exceed a value that produces a hoop stress in the piping 
greater than 50 percent of the specified minimum yield strength of the pipe.”

Sec. 18-326. – I.F.G.C. – Section 411.1, Connecting appliances.

Section 411.1.  Connecting appliances, is hereby amended by adding number 10 to read as 
follows:

“10. Gas piping to all appliances installed on ground supported concrete slabs or floors 
shall provide for a minimum vertical movement of 4 inches of the appliance by 
the use of approved metal appliance connectors or other methods approved by the 
building official.”
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Secs. 18-327 - 18-350.  Reserved

Section 10.  Article IX, International Mechanical Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings and Building 
Code Regulations, of the Arvada City Code is hereby enacted by adopting by reference the 2018 
International Mechanical Code, subject to the additions, amendments, and deletions set forth as 
follows:

ARTICLE IX. INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL CODE

Sec. 18-351. Adopted.

Pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq. and the Arvada City Charter, the International Mechanical 
Code, 2018 Edition, including Appendix A, published by the International Code Council, 4051 
Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, IL  60478, is hereby adopted by reference and incorporated 
into the city Code.

The 2018 International Mechanical Code shall be known as the “I.M.C.” or the “mechanical 
code”, and may be referred to as such.

Sec. 18-352. – I.M.C. – Section 101.1, Title.

Section 101.1. Title, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“101.1. Title.  These regulations shall be known as the Mechanical Code of the City of 
Arvada, hereinafter referred to as “this code.””

Sec. 18-353. – I.M.C. – Section 106.4.3, Expiration.

Section 106.4.3. Expiration, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“106.4.3. Expiration.  Expiration of permits shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-39(f).”

Sec. 18-354. – I.M.C. – Section 106.4.4, Extensions.

Section 106.4.4. Extensions, is hereby deleted in its entirety.

Sec. 18-355. – I.M.C. – Section 106.5, Fees.

Section 106.5. Fees, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“106.5. Fees.  The fees for all work shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-42.”

Sec. 18-356. – I.M.C. – Section 107.2, Required inspections and testing.

Section 107.2.  Required inspections and testing, is hereby amended by amending item number 2 
in its entirety to read as follows:  
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“2.      A rough mechanical inspection shall be made prior to rough frame inspection and 
after the roof and roof covering, framing, fire-blocking, and bracing are in place, 
and all vents, duct systems, piping, and HVAC equipment is properly installed, 
including all vents, exhausts, and intakes extended through the completed roof 
and walls.”

Sec. 18-357. – I.M.C. – Section 108.4, Violation penalties.

Section 108.4.  Violation penalties, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“108.4.  Violation penalties.  Any violation of the mechanical code shall be punishable by 
a fine, or imprisonment, or both, not to exceed the limits established in Section 1-5 of the 
Arvada City Code.”  

Sec. 18-358. – I.M.C. – Section 109, Means of Appeal.

Section 109. Means of Appeal is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

“109.1 Means of Appeal.  Appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the 
building official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be in 
accordance with Section 18-36.”

Sec. 18-359. – I.M.C. – Section 507.2, Type I hoods.

Section 507.2.  Type I hoods, is hereby amended by adding a new second paragraph to read as 
follows:  

“507.2.  Type I hoods.  For the purpose of this section, a commercial application shall 
include any building or portion thereof used for the processing of food, but shall not 
include equipment installed within a dwelling unit, unless the equipment is of a 
commercial type and its listing requires a hood. An employee lounge in conjunction with 
an office use or other similar uses where warming is done in a microwave, toaster ovens 
or similar counter top appliances are excluded from the hood requirements. Warming 
ovens and small baking ovens used for cookies and breads that generate small amounts of 
heat are also exempt from the hood requirements, unless otherwise required by their 
listing. All appliances are to be installed in accordance with their listings and approvals, 
and all appliances are subject to review and approval by the building official and the fire 
marshal in determining whether a hood is required or not.”

Sec. 18-360. – I.M.C. – Section 507.1.2, Domestic cooking appliances used for commercial 
purposes.

Section 507.1.2. Domestic cooking appliances used for commercial purposes, is hereby amended 
by adding an exception to read as follows:  

“5071.2.  Domestic cooking appliances used for commercial purposes.
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Exception: When a single piece of residential cooking equipment is installed 
within Groups A, B, E, F, I, S and R-4 occupancies for use in warming and 
cooking purposes and where grease laden vapors are not produced, a residential 
type hood with fire suppression capabilities may be installed in place of a Type I 
hood after review by and with the approval of the fire code official and building 
code official.  A Commercial Cooking Hood Waiver Request form is available 
from the building inspection division.”

Sec. 18-361. – I.M.C. – Section 603.19, Vibration isolators.

Section 603.19.  Vibration isolators, is hereby added to read as follows:  

“603.19.  Vibration Isolators.  When equipment is supported by a concrete floor slab, 
vibration isolators shall be installed between mechanical equipment and metal ducts and 
shall be of an approved material not less than three inches (75 mm) nor more than ten 
inches (254 mm) in length.”  

Secs. 18-362 - 18-385.  Reserved

Section 11.  Article X, International Plumbing Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings and Building 
Code Regulations, of the Arvada City Code is hereby enacted by adopting by reference the 2018 
International Plumbing Code, subject to the additions, amendments, and deletions set forth as 
follows:

ARTICLE X. INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE

Sec. 18-386. Adopted.

Pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq. and the Arvada City Charter, the International Plumbing 
Code, 2018 Edition, including Appendices B, C, D, E, F, and G, published by the International 
Code Council, 4051 Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, IL  60478, is hereby adopted by 
reference and incorporated into the Arvada City Code. 

The 2018 International Plumbing Code shall be known as the “I.P.C.” or the “plumbing code” 
and may be cited and referred to as such.

Sec. 18-387. – I.P.C. – Section 101.1, Title.

Sec. 101.1.  Title, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“101.1.  Title.  These regulations shall be known as the International Plumbing Code of 
the City of Arvada hereinafter referred to as “this code.””

Sec. 18-388. – I.P.C. – Section 101.5, Engineering standards.

Section 101.5.  Engineering standards, is hereby added to read as follows:  
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“101.5.  Engineering standards.  All references to “Arvada Engineering Standards” shall 
be to the City of Arvada Engineering Code of Standards and Specifications for the 
Design and Construction of Public Improvements, as adopted by reference into the city 
Code at A.C.C. section 78-261 or any successor ordinance.” 

Sec. 18-389. – I.P.C. – Section 101.6, State technical amendments.  

Section 101.6.  State technical amendments, is hereby added to read as follows:

“101.6.  State technical amendments.  Any amendment to a technical provision of the 
2018 I.P.C. or successor code that is adopted by the State of Colorado shall also apply 
within Arvada.  To the extent of any conflict between a state technical amendment and 
one adopted solely by Arvada, the state amendment to the I.P.C. shall control.”

Sec. 18-390. – I.P.C. – Section 106.5.3, Expiration.

Section 106.5.3. Expiration, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“106.5.3. Expiration.  Expiration of permits shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-39(f).”

Sec. 18-391. – I.P.C. – Section 106.5.4, Extensions.

Section 106.5.4. Extensions, is hereby deleted in its entirety.

Sec. 18-392. – I.P.C. – Section 106.6, Fees.

Section 106.6. Fees, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“106.6. Fees.  The fees for all plumbing work shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-42.”

Sec. 18-393. – I.P.C. – Section 108.4, Violation penalties.

Section 108.4.  Violation penalties is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“108.4.  Violation penalties.  Any violation of the plumbing code shall be punishable by a 
fine, or imprisonment, or both, not to exceed the limits established in Section 1-5 of the 
Arvada City Code.” 

Sec. 18-394. – I.P.C. – Section 109, Means of Appeal.

Section 109. Means of Appeal is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

“109.1 Means of Appeal.  Appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the 
building official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be in 
accordance with Section 18-36.”

Sec. 18-395. – I.P.C. – Section 312.6, Gravity sewer test.
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Section 312.6.  Gravity sewer test, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“312.6.  Gravity sewer test.  Gravity sewer tests shall be conducted as set forth in the 
Arvada Engineering Standards.”  

Sec. 18-396. – I.P.C. – Section 312.7, Forced sewer test.

Section 312.7.  Forced sewer test, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“312.7.  Forced sewer test.  Forced sewer tests shall be conducted as set forth in the 
Arvada Engineering Standards.”  

Sec. 18-397. – I.P.C. – Section 401.2, Prohibited fixtures and connections.

Section 401.2.  Prohibited fixtures and connections, is hereby amended by adding a second 
paragraph to read as follows:  

“Fixed wooden, concrete, cement, or tile wash trays or sinks for domestic use shall not be 
installed in any building designed or used for human habitation. No sheet metal lined 
wooden bathtub shall be installed or reconnected. No dry or chemical water closet (toilet) 
shall be installed in any building used for human habitation unless first approved by the 
building official and utilities manager.”

Sec. 18-398. – I.P.C. – Section 405.1.1, Unions.

Section 405.1.1.  Unions, is hereby added to read as follows:

“405.1.1.  Unions.  Unions or an approved means of disconnect shall be installed in the 
water supply piping within twelve (12) inches (305 mm) and on each side of the 
regulating equipment, water heating, conditioning tanks, and similar equipment which 
may require service by removal or replacement.”

Sec. 18-399. – I.P.C. – Section 412.2, Floor drain traps.

Section 412.2.  Floor drain traps, is hereby added to read as follows:  

“412.2.  Floor drain traps.  Floor drains shall be installed in all grade occupancies where 
all portions of a floor level, finished or not, is not entirely below finish grade level at all 
points and that area has therein a water heater, a steam or hot water boiler, or water 
connections for a clothes washer. Floor drains shall be located in full view at all times 
and readily accessible for servicing.” 

Sec. 18-400. – I.P.C. – Section 501.2, Water heater as space heater.

Section 501.2.  Water heater as space heater, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:  
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“501.2.  Water heater as space heater.  Where a combination potable water heating and 
space heating system requires water for space heating, a master thermostatic mixing 
valve complying with ASSE 1017 shall be provided to limit the water supplied to the 
potable hot water distribution system to a temperature of 140° F (60° C) or less. The 
potability of the water shall be maintained throughout the system.”  

Sec. 18-401. – I.P.C. – Section 603.1, Size of water service pipe.

Section 603.1.  Size of water service pipe, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“603.1.  Size of water sewer pipe.  The water service pipe shall be sized to supply water 
to the structure in the quantities and at the pressures required in this code. The minimum 
diameter of water service pipe shall be one inch (25mm).  

Exception: The building official has the authority to allow a water service pipe 
that is smaller than one inch in diameter or require a water service pipe that is 
larger than one inch in diameter upon completion of an accurate water pipe sizing 
calculation as set forth in the plumbing code.”

Sec. 18-402. – I.P.C. – Section 603.2, Separation of water service and building sewer.

Section 603.2.  Separation of water service and building sewer, and the exceptions thereto, are 
hereby amended in their entirety to read as follows:  

“603.2.  Separation of water service and building sewer.  Water service pipe and the 
building sewer shall be separated as set forth in the Arvada Engineering Standards.”  

Sec. 18-403. – I.P.C. – Section 604.8, Water-pressure reducing valve or regulator.

Section 604.8.  Water-pressure reducing valve or regulator, is hereby amended by amending the 
first paragraph in its entirety to read as follows:  

“604.8. Water pressure reducing valve or regulator.  All buildings connected to city 
water mains shall be provided an approved water-pressure reducing valve conforming to 
ASSE 1003 with strainer to reduce the pressure in the building water distribution piping 
to 80 psi (552 kPa) static or less.”  

Sec. 18-404. – I.P.C. – Section 605.3, Water service pipe.

Section 605.3.  Water service pipe, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“605.3.  Water service pipe.  Water service pipe, shall conform to the standards set forth 
in the Arvada Engineering Standards.” 

Sec. 18-405. – I.P.C. – Table 605.3, Water service pipe.

Table 605.3.  Water service pipe, is hereby deleted.  

Sec. 18-406. – I.P.C. – Section 608.3.2, Water inlets to water supplied aspirators.
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Section 608.3.2.  Water inlets to water supplied aspirators, is hereby added to read as follows:  

“608.3.2. Water inlets to water supplied aspirators.  Water inlets to water supplied 
aspirators shall be equipped with a listed reduced-pressure backflow preventer, installed 
in accordance with its listing requirements and this chapter. The discharge shall drain 
through an airgap. When using the tailpiece of a fixture to receive the discharge of an 
aspirator, the airgap shall be located above the flood level rim of the fixture.” 

Sec. 18-407. – I.P.C. – Section 701.2, Sewer required.

Section 701.2.  Sewer required, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph to read as 
follows:  

“701.2. Sewer required. The public sewer shall not be available when such public sewer 
or any building or any exterior drainage facility connected thereto is located more than 
400 feet (121,920 mm) from any proposed building or exterior drainage facility on any 
lot or premises which abuts and is served by such public sewer.”

Sec. 18-408. – I.P.C. – Section 701.3, Separate sewer connections.

Section 701.3.  Separate sewer connections, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“701.3.  Separate sewer connections.  Separate sewer connections shall be required as set 
forth in chapter 102.” 

Sec. 18-409. – I.P.C. – Section 701.5, Damage to drainage system or public sewer.

Section 701.5.  Damage to drainage system or public sewer, is hereby amended in its entirety to 
read as follows:  

“701.5.  Damage to drainage system or public sewer.  Wastes detrimental to the public 
sewer system or to the functioning of the sewage-treatment plant shall be treated and 
disposed of in accordance with the requirements of chapter 102, Utilities, of the Arvada 
City Code as may be from time to time amended.”  

Sec. 18-410. – I.P.C. – Section 701.6, Tests.

Section 701.6.  Tests, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“701.6.  Tests.  The sanitary drainage system shall be tested in accordance with the 
Arvada Engineering Standards.”  

Sec. 18-411. – I.P.C. – Section 702.3, Building sewer pipe.

Section 702.3.  Building sewer pipe, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  
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“702.3.  Building sewer pipe.  Building sewer pipe material and standards shall conform 
to the Arvada Engineering Standards.”  

Sec. 18-412. – I.P.C. – Table 702.3, Building sewer pipe.

Table 702.3.  Building sewer pipe, is hereby deleted and amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:  

“Table 702.3. Building sewer pipe.  Building sewer pipe material and standards shall be 
as set forth in the Arvada Engineering Standards.”  

Sec. 18-413. – I.P.C. – Section 703.1, Building sewer pipe near the water service.

Section 703.1.  Building sewer pipe near the water service, is hereby amended in its entirety to 
read as follows:  

“703.1.  Building sewer pipe near the water service.  Building sewer pipe near the water 
service shall conform to the Arvada Engineering Standards.”  

Sec. 18-414. – I.P.C. – Section 703.2, Drainage pipe in-filled ground.

Section 703.2.  Drainage pipe in-filled ground, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:  

“703.2. Drainage pipe in-filled ground.  When a building sewer or building drain is 
installed on filled or unstable ground, the drainage pipe shall conform to the Arvada 
Engineering Standards.” 

Sec. 18-415. – I.P.C. – Section 703.3, Sanitary and storm sewers.

Section 703.3.  Sanitary and storm sewers, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“703.3. Sanitary and storm sewers.  Where separate systems of sanitary drainage and 
storm drainage are installed in the same property, the sanitary and storm building sewers 
shall be installed as set forth in the Arvada Engineering Standards.” 

Sec. 18-416. – I.P.C. – Section 703.4, Existing building sewers and drains.

Section 703.4.  Existing building sewers and drains, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:  

“703.4 Existing building sewers and drains.  Existing building sewers and drains shall 
connect with new building sewers and drainage systems in accordance with the Arvada 
Engineering Standards.” 

Sec. 18-417. – I.P.C. – Section703.5, Cleanouts on building sewers.
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Section 703.5. Cleanouts on building sewers, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:  

“703.5.  Cleanouts on building sewers.  Cleanouts on building sewers shall be located as 
set forth in the Arvada Engineering Standards.”  

Sec. 18-418. – I.P.C. – Section 704.1, Slope of horizontal drainage piping.

Section 704.1.  Slope of horizontal drainage piping, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:  

“704.1.  Slope of horizontal drainage piping.  Horizontal drainage piping shall be 
installed and have a minimum slope in accordance with the Arvada Engineering 
Standards.”

Sec. 18-419. – I.P.C. – Table 704.1, Slope of horizontal drainage piping.

Table 704.1.  Slope of horizontal drainage pipe, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:  

TABLE 704.1
SLOPE OF HORIZONTAL DRAINAGE PIPE

TABLE INSET:

  Size (inches)   Minimum slope  
(inch per foot)   

3 or less   1/4   

4 to 6   1/8   

8 or larger   1/16   
For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 mm, 1 inch per foot = 0.083 mm/m.

Sec. 18-420. – I.P.C. – Section 704.5, Dead ends.

Section 704.5.  Dead ends, is a new section added to read as follows:  

“704.5.  Dead ends.  Dead ends shall be allowed only in conformance with Arvada 
Engineering Standards. Cleanout extensions and approved future fixture drainage piping 
shall not be considered as dead ends.” 

Sec. 18-421. – I.P.C. – Section 706,  Table 706.3

Section 706. Table 706.3 is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

TABLE 706.3
FITTINGS FOR CHANGE IN DIRECTION

TYPE OF FITTING CHANGE IN DIRECTION
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PATTERN

HORIZONTAL TO 
VERTICAL

VERTICAL 
TO 

HORIZONTA
L

HORIZONTAL TO 
HORIZONTAL

Sixteenth bend X X X
Eighth bend X X X
Sixth bend X X X
Quarter bend X --------a --------a

Short sweep X --------a,b --------a

Long sweep X X X
Sanitary tee Xc ------- ------
Wye X X X
Combination wye and 
eighth bend X X X

For SI:   1 inch = 25.4 mm.
a. The fittings shall only be permitted for a 2-inch or smaller fixture drain.
b. Three inches or larger—fixture drain.
c. For a limitation on double sanitary tees, see Section 706.3.

706.4 Heel- or side-inlet quarter bends. Heel-inlet quarter bends shall be an acceptable means 
of connection, except where the quart bend serves as water closet. A low-heel inlet shall not be 
used as a wet-vented connection. Side-inlet quarter bends shall be an acceptable means of 
connection for drainage, wet venting and stack venting arrangements.

Sec. 18-422. – I.P.C. – Section 708.1.2, Building sewers.

Section 708.1.2.  Building sewers, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“708.1.2.  Building sewers.  Building sewer cleanouts and manholes shall be located and 
installed as set forth in the Arvada Engineering Standards. Manholes and manhole covers 
shall be of an approved type as set forth in the Arvada Engineering Standards.”

Sec. 18-423. – I.P.C. – Section 710.1, Maximum fixture unit load.

Section 710.1.  Maximum fixture unit load, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph to 
read as follows:  

“710.1.  Maximum fixture unit load. The building drain shall be four inches (101.6 mm) 
to the first three inch (76.2 mm) branch or bathroom group.”

Sec. 18-424. – I.P.C. – Section 712.3.3.3, Discharge pipe and fittings.

Section 712.3.3.3.  Discharge pipe and fittings, is a new section hereby added to read as follows:  

“712.3.3.3. Discharge pipe and fittings.  When sub-soil drainage systems are installed 
and are discharged into an approved sump or receiving tank, they shall be discharged in a 
satisfactory manner within the yard area of the building. The discharge from sump pumps 
shall not be directly or indirectly discharged into or connected in any manner to the 
sanitary sewer system.”  

Sec. 18-425. – I.P.C. – Section 714.1, Sewage backflow.
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Section 714.1.  Sewage backflow, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“714.1.  Sewage backflow.  A backwater valve may be installed in the building drain or 
horizontal branch serving fixtures installed on a floor with a finished floor eleveation 
below the elevation of the manhole cover of the next upstream manhole in the public 
sewer.  Plumbing fixtures installed on a floor with a finished floor elevation above the 
elevation of the manhole cover of the next upstream manhole in the public sewer shall 
not discharge through a backwater valve.

Exception: In existing buildings, fixtures above the elevation of the manhole 
cover of the next upstream manhole in the public sewer shall not be prohibited 
from discharging through a backwater valve.”

Sec. 18-426. – I.P.C. – Section 904.1, Roof extension.

Section 903.1.  Roof extension, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“903.1. Roof extension.  All open vent pipes that extend through a roof shall be 
terminated at least six inches (152.4 mm) above the roof, except that where a roof is to be 
used for any purpose other than weather protection, including, but not limited to, as a 
floor for the patio on the roof of a structure, the vent extensions shall be run at least seven 
feet (2134 mm) above the roof.” 

Sec. 18-427. – I.P.C. – Section 909.1, Distance of trap from vent.

Section 9091.  Distance of trap from vent, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“909.1.  Distance of trap from vent.  Each fixture trap shall have a protecting vent located 
and installed in conformance with the requirements of the Colorado Plumbing Code.” 

Sec. 18-428. – I.P.C. – Section 911.4, Single bathroom groups.

Section 911.4.  Single bathroom groups, is hereby added to read as follows:  

“9114.  Single bathroom groups.  A single bathroom group of fixtures may be installed 
with the drain from an individually vented lavatory or lavatories serving as a wet vent for 
a bathtub, shower compartment, or floor drain and for a water closet provided all the 
requirements listed below are met:  

1.   Not more than four fixture units drain into a minimum two inch (50.8 mm) diameter 
wet vent. Kitchen sinks, dishwashers, or automatic clothes washer’s connections are not 
permitted.

2.   The horizontal branch drain connects to the stack at the same level as the water closet 
drain. In the alternative, the horizontal branch drain may connect to the upper half of the 
horizontal portion of the water closet bend at an angle not greater than 45 degrees from 
the direction of flow.



57

3.   Trap arm sizes and lengths must conform to the requirements of the Colorado 
Plumbing Code.”

Sec. 18-429. – I.P.C. – Section 912.1, Horizontal wet vent permitted.

Section 912.1.  Horizontal wet vent permitted, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:  

“912.1. Horizontal wet vent permitted.  Horizontal wet vents shall be located and 
installed in conformance with the requirements of the Colorado Plumbing Code.”

Sec. 18-430. – I.P.C. – Section 912.1.1, Vertical wet vent.

Section 912.1.1.  Vertical wet vent, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“912.1.1. Vertical wet vent.  Vertical wet vents shall be located and installed in 
accordance with the requirements of the Colorado Plumbing Code.” 

Sec. 18-431. – I.P.C. – Section 1003.4.2.2, Garages and service stations.

Section 1003.4.2.2.  Garages and service stations, is hereby amended by amending the last two 
sentences to read as follows:

“1003.4.2.2.  Garages and service stations. Parking garages in which servicing, repair, or 
washing of vehicles is not conducted, and in which gasoline is not dispensed, shall not 
require a separator, unless the garage drains into the sanitary sewer system.  Areas of 
commercial garages utilized only for storage of automobiles are not required to be 
drained through a separator, unless the garage drains into the sanitary sewer system.”

Secs. 18-432 - 18-454.  Reserved

Section 12.  Article XI, International Property Maintenance Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings and 
Building Code Regulations, of the Arvada City Code is hereby enacted by adopting by reference 
the 2009 International Property Maintenance Code, subject to the additions, amendments, and 
deletions set forth as follows:

ARTICLE XI.  INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE

Sec. 18-455. Adopted.

Pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq. and the Arvada City Charter, the International Property 
Maintenance Code, 2009 Edition, published by the International Code Council, 5203 Leesburg 
Pike, Suite 600, Falls Church, VA 22041, is hereby adopted by reference and incorporated into 
the Arvada City Code.  

The International Property Maintenance Code shall be known as the “I.P.M.C.” and may be 
referred to as such.
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Sec. 18-456 – I.P.M.C. – Section 101.1, Title.

Section 101.1. Title, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“101.1. Title.  These regulations shall be known as the International Property 
Maintenance Code of the City of Arvada, hereinafter referred to as "this code.””

Sec. 18-457 – I.P.M.C. – Section 101.2, Scope.

Section 101.2. Scope, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“101.2. Scope.  The provisions of this code shall apply to all existing residential and 
nonresidential structures and all existing premises, subject to the limitations contained in 
101.3, and constitute minimum requirements and standards for premises, structures, 
equipment and facilities for light, ventilation, space, heating, sanitation, protection from 
the elements, life safety, safety from fire and other hazards, and for safe and sanitary 
maintenance; the responsibility of owners, operators and occupants; the occupancy of 
existing structures and premises, and for administration, enforcement and penalties.”

Sec. 18-458 – I.P.M.C. – Section 101.3, Intent.

Section 101.3. Intent, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“101.3. Intent.  This code shall be construed to secure its expressed intent, which is to 
ensure public health, safety and welfare insofar as they are affected by the continued 
occupancy and maintenance of structures and premises. Existing structures and premises 
that do not comply with these provisions shall be altered or repaired to provide a 
minimum level of health and safety as required herein. A structure or premise shall not be 
considered in violation of this code if such structure or premise complied with applicable 
codes at the time of construction or alteration unless maintenance is required for health 
and safety issues.”

Sec. 18-459. – I.P.M.C. – Section 102.1, General.

Section 102.1.  General, is hereby amended by adding a sentence to the end of the section to read 
as follows:

“Where, in a specific case, there is a conflict between a provision of the I.P.M.C. and a 
provision of chapter 38, Environment, the provision of chapter 38 shall control.”

Sec. 18-460. – I.P.M.C. – Section 102.2, Maintenance.

Section 102.2. Maintenance, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“102.2. Maintenance.  Equipment, systems, devices and safeguards required by this code 
or a previous regulation or code under which the structure or premises was constructed, 
altered or repaired shall be maintained in good working order. No owner, operator or 
occupant shall cause removal, shut off or discontinuance of any service, facility, 
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equipment or utility which is required under this section except for such temporary 
interruption as necessary while repairs or alterations are in progress. The requirements of 
this code are not intended to provide the basis for removal or abrogation of fire protection 
and safety systems and devices in existing structures. Except as otherwise specified 
herein, the owner shall be responsible for the maintenance of buildings, structures and 
premises.”

Sec. 18-461. – I.P.M.C. – Section 102.8, Requirements not covered by code.

Section 102.8. Requirements not covered by code, is hereby amended in its entirety to 
read as follows:

“102.8. Requirements not covered by code.  Requirements necessary for the strength, 
stability or safe operation of an existing fixture, structure or equipment, or for the public 
safety, health and general welfare, not specifically covered by this code, shall be 
determined by the code official.”

Sec. 18-462. – I.P.M.C. – Section 103.1, General.

Section 103.1. General, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“103.1.  General.  The official in charge of property maintenance inspection shall be 
known as the code official.”

 
Sec. 18-463. – I.P.M.C. – Section 103.2, Appointment.

Section 103.2.  Appointment, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“The building official shall be appointed by the chief appointing authority of this 
jurisdiction.”

Sec. 18-464. – I.P.M.C. – Section 103.4, Liability.

Section 103.4. Liability, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“103.4. Liability.  The code official, members of the respective boards of appeals or 
employees charged with the enforcement of this code, while acting for the jurisdiction, in 
good faith and without malice in the discharge of the duties required by this code or other 
pertinent law or ordinance, shall not thereby be rendered liable personally, and is hereby 
relieved from all personal liability for any damage accruing to persons or property as a 
result of an act or by reason of an act or omission in the discharge of official duties. Any 
suit instituted against any officer or employee because of an act performed by that officer 
or employee in the lawful discharge of duties and under the provisions of this code shall 
be defended by the legal representative of the jurisdiction until the final termination of 
the proceedings. The code official or any subordinate shall not be liable for costs in an 
action, suit or proceeding that is instituted in pursuance of the provisions of this code.”

 
Sec. 18-465. – I.P.M.C. – Section 103.5, Fees.
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Section 103.5. Fees, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“103.5. Fees.  The fees for activities and services performed by the department in 
carrying out its responsibilities under this code shall be published.”

Sec. 18-466. – I.P.M.C. – Section 104.1, General.

Section 104.1.  General, is hereby amended by adding a sentence to the end of the section to read 
as follows:

“For purposes of enforcement of the I.P.M.C., the code official shall include the code 
enforcement manager and designees thereof, and the chief of police and designees 
thereof.”

Sec. 18-467. – I.P.M.C. – Section 104.3, Right of entry.

Section 104.3. Right of entry, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“104.3 Right of entry.  Where it is necessary to make an inspection to enforce the 
provisions of this code, or whenever the code official has reasonable cause to believe that 
there exists in a structure or upon a premises a condition in violation of this code, the 
code official is authorized to enter the structure or premises at reasonable times to inspect 
or perform the duties imposed by this code, provided that if such structure or premises is 
occupied the code official shall present credentials to the occupant and request entry. If 
such structure or premises is unoccupied, the code official shall first make a reasonable 
effort to locate the owner or other person having charge or control of the structure or 
premises and request entry. If entry is refused, the code official shall have recourse to the 
remedies provided by law to secure entry, such as obtaining a warrant pursuant to state 
and local laws.”

Sec. 18-468. – I.P.M.C. – Section 105.1, Modifications.

Section 105.1. Modifications, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“105.1. Modifications.  Whenever there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out 
the provisions of this code, the code official or the Building Code Advisory Board shall 
have the authority to grant modifications for individual cases upon application of the 
owner or owner's representative, provided the code official or the Building Code 
Advisory Board shall first find that special individual reason makes the strict letter of this 
code impractical and the modification is in compliance with the intent and purpose of this 
code and that such modification does not lessen health, life and fire safety requirements. 
The details of action granting modifications shall be recorded and entered in the 
department files.”

Sec, 18-469. – I.P.M.C. – Section 105.2, Alternative materials, methods and equipment.
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Section 105.2. Alternative materials, methods and equipment, is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

“105.2. Alternative materials, methods and equipment.  The provisions of this code are 
not intended to prevent the installation of any material or to prohibit any method of 
construction not specifically prescribed by this code, provided that any such alternative 
has been approved. An alternative material or method of construction shall be approved 
where the code official or Building Code Advisory Board finds that the proposed design 
is satisfactory and complies with the intent of the provisions of this code, and that the 
material, method or work offered is, for the purpose intended, at least the equivalent of 
that prescribed in this code in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, durability 
and safety.”

Sec. 18-470. – I.P.M.C. – Section 106.4, Violation penalties.

Section 106.4.  Violation penalties, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“106.4.  Violation penalties.  Any violation of the housing code shall be punishable by a 
fine, or imprisonment, or both, not to exceed the limits established in section 1-5.”

Sec. 18-471. – I.P.M.C. – Section 106.5, Abatement of violation.  

Section 106.5.  Abatement of violation, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“106.5.  Abatement of violation.  The imposition of the penalties herein prescribed shall 
not preclude an officer or official of this jurisdiction from instituting appropriate legal 
action to restrain, correct, or abate a violation or a nuisance, or to prevent illegal 
occupancy of a building, structure, or premises, or to stop an illegal act, conduct, 
business, or utilization of the building, structure, or premises.”

Sec. 18-472. – I.P.M.C. – Section 107.1, Notice to person responsible.

Section 107.1.  Notice to person responsible, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

“107.1.   Notice to person responsible.  Initiation of prosecution for a violation of this 
code shall be in accordance with section 18-39(d) of this chapter.  Initiation of nuisance 
proceedings shall be as follows:

1. In any proceeding to determine, abate, or remove a nuisance or a nuisance 
property, notice shall be given as set forth in article III of chapter 38, 
Environment, and all proceedings conducted in accordance with that article.

2. In any proceeding to determine, abate, or remove a snow, ice, or slush nuisance, 
notice shall be given as set forth in article I of chapter 94, Streets, Sidewalks, and 
Certain Other Public Areas, and all proceedings conducted in accordance with 
that article.
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3. In any proceeding to determine, abate, or remove a weeds or noxious weeds, 
notice shall be given as set forth in article V of chapter 38, Environment, and all 
proceedings conducted in accordance with this article.

4. In any proceeding to determine, abate, or remove graffiti, notice shall be given as 
set forth in article IV of chapter 38, Environment, and all proceedings conducted 
in accordance with this article.

5. In any proceeding to determine, abate, or remove rubbish or garbage, notice shall 
be given as set forth in article III of chapter 90, Solid Waste, and all proceedings 
conducted in accordance with this article.

6. In any proceeding to determine, abate, or remove an unsafe structure or condition, 
or unsafe building equipment, notice shall be given as set forth in section 108.6 or 
7, as is applicable, and all proceedings conducted in accordance with these 
sections.”

Sec. 18-473. – I.P.M.C. – Section 107.2, Form.

Section 107.2. Form, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“107.2. Form.  Such notice prescribed in Section 107.1 shall be in accordance with all of 
the following:

 
1. Be in writing;
 
2. Include a description of the real estate sufficient for identification;
 
3. Include a statement of the violation or violations and why the notice is being 

issued;
 
4. Include a correction order allowing a reasonable time to make the repairs 

and improvements required to bring the dwelling unit or structure into 
compliance with the provisions of this code;

 
5. Inform the property owner of the enforcement process including the appeals 

process as set forth in Section 18-481. – I.P.M.C. – Section 111.1 of this 
code; or

 
6. Include a statement of the right to file a lien in accordance with I.P.M.C. 

106.3.”

Sec. 18-474. – I.P.M.C. – Section 107.3, Method of service.

Section 107.3. Method of service, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“107.3. Method of service.  Such notice shall be deemed to be properly served if a copy 
thereof is:
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1. Delivered personally; or
 
2. Sent by certified or first-class mail addressed to the last known address of 

the owner; or
 
3. If the notice is returned showing that the letter was not delivered, a copy 

thereof shall be posted in a conspicuous place in or about the structure 
affected by such notice.”

 
Sec. 18-475. – I.P.M.C. – Section 107.5, Penalties.

Section 107.5. Penalties, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“107.5. Penalties.  Penalties for noncompliance with orders and notices shall be as set 
forth in Section 1-5 of the municipal code.”

Sec. 18-476. – I.P.M.C. – Section 108.1.1, Unsafe structures.

Section 108.1.1. Unsafe structures, is hereby amended by adding the following exception:

“108.1.1. Unsafe structures.  An unsafe structure is one that is found to be dangerous to 
the life, health, property or safety of the public or the occupants of the structure by not 
providing minimum safeguards to protect or warn occupants in the event of fire, or 
because such structure contains unsafe equipment or is so damaged, decayed, dilapidated, 
structurally unsafe or of such faulty construction or unstable foundation, that partial or 
complete collapse is possible.”

Sec. 18-477. – I.P.M.C. – Section 108.1.4, Unlawful structure.

Section 108.1.4. Unlawful structure, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“108.1.4. Unlawful structure.  An unlawful structure is one found in whole or in part to 
be occupied by more persons than permitted under the land development code, or was 
erected, altered or occupied contrary to law.”

Sec. 18-478. – I.P.M.C. – Section 108.1.5. Dangerous structure or premises.

Section 108.1.5. Dangerous structure or premises, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“108.1.5. Dangerous structure or premises.  For the purpose of this code, any structure or 
premises that has any or all of the conditions or defects described below shall be 
considered dangerous:

 
1. Any door, aisle, passageway, stairway, exit or other means of egress that 
does not conform to the approved building or fire code of the jurisdiction as 
related to the requirements for existing buildings.
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2. The walking surface of any aisle, passageway, stairway, exit or other 
means of egress is so warped, worn loose, torn or otherwise unsafe as to not 
provide safe and adequate means of egress.
 
3. Any portion of a building, structure or appurtenance that has been 
damaged by fire, earthquake, wind, flood, deterioration , neglect , abandonment, 
vandalism or by any other cause to such an extent that it is likely to partially or 
completely collapse, or to become detached or dislodged.
 
4. Any portion of a building, or any member, appurtenance or ornamentation 
on the exterior thereof that is not of sufficient strength or stability, or is not so 
anchored, attached or fastened in place so as to be capable of resisting natural or 
artificial loads of one and one-half the original designed value.
 
5. The building or structure, or part of the building or structure, because of 
dilapidation, deterioration, decay, faulty construction, the removal or movement 
of some portion of the ground necessary for the support, or for any other reason, 
is likely to partially or completely collapse, or some portion of the foundation or 
underpinning of the building or structure is likely to fail or give way.
 
6. The building or structure, or any portion thereof, is clearly unsafe for its 
use and occupancy.
 
7. The building or structure is neglected, damaged, dilapidated, unsecured or 
abandoned so as to become an attractive nuisance to children who might play in 
the building or structure to their danger, becomes a harbor for vagrants or 
criminals, or enables persons to use the building or structure for committing a 
nuisance or an unlawful act.

8. Any building or structure has been constructed, exists or is maintained in 
violation of any specific requirement or prohibition applicable to such building or 
structure provided by the approved building or fire code of the jurisdiction, or of 
any law or ordinance to such an extent as to present either a substantial risk of 
fire, building collapse or any other threat to life and safety.
 
9. A building or structure, used or intended to be used for dwelling purposes, 
because of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, decay, damage, faulty 
construction or arrangement, inadequate light, ventilation , mechanical or 
plumbing system, or otherwise, is determined by the code official to be 
unsanitary, unfit for human habitation or in such a condition that is likely to cause 
sickness or disease.
 
10. Any building or structure, because of a lack of sufficient or proper fire-
resistance-rated construction, fire protection systems, electrical system, fuel 
connections, mechanical system, plumbing system or other cause, is determined 
by the code official to be a threat to life or health.
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11. Any portion of a building remains on a site after the demolition or 
destruction of the building or structure or whenever any building or structure is 
abandoned so as to constitute such building or portion thereof as an attractive 
nuisance or hazard to the public.

12. Any structure, alteration, or improvements that complied with codes 
applicable at the time of construction and where the use or occupancy of the 
building has not changed, shall not be in violation.”

Sec. 18-479. – I.P.M.C. – Section 108.8, Abatement of unsafe structure or condition.

Section 108.8.  Abatement of unsafe structure or condition, is hereby added to read as follows:

“108.8.  Abatement of unsafe structure or condition.  All structures or portions thereof 
which are determined after inspection by the building official to be unsafe as set forth 
herein are hereby declared to be public nuisances and shall be abated by repair, 
rehabilitation, demolition, or removal in accordance with the procedure specified herein.  

108.8.1.   General.  Any structure declared unsafe shall be made to comply with one of 
the following:  

108.8.1.1.   The structure may be repaired in accordance with the current building 
code or other current code applicable to the type of substandard conditions 
requiring repair; or

108.8.1.2.   The structure may be demolished at the option of the building owner; 
or

108.8.1.3.   If the structure does not constitute an immediate danger to the life, 
limb, property, or safety of the public it may be vacated, secured, and maintained 
against entry.

108.8.2.   Vacation.  If the structure is in such condition as to make it immediately 
dangerous to the life, limb, property or safety of the public and its occupants, it shall be 
ordered to be vacated.  

108.8.3.   Commencement.  When the building official has inspected or caused to be 
inspected any structure and has found and determined that such structure is unsafe, the 
building official shall commence proceedings to cause the repair, vacation, or demolition 
of the structure.  

108.8.4.   Notice and order.  The building official shall issue a written notice and order 
directed to any person having record title or interest in the structure. The notice and order 
shall contain:  

108.8.4.1.   The street address of the property on which the unsafe structure is 
located.
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108.8.4.2.   A statement that the building official has found the structure to be 
unsafe with a brief and concise description of the conditions found to deem the 
structure unsafe under the provisions of this section.

108.8.4.3.   A statement of action required to be taken and the time period allowed 
for such action.

108.8.4.4.   A statement advising that if the required action is not commenced 
within the time specified, the building official will order the structure vacated and 
posted to prevent further occupancy until the work is completed and may proceed 
to cause the work to be done and charged the costs thereof against the property or 
its owner.

108.8.4.5.  A statement advising that any person having record title or interest in 
the structure may appeal the notice and order or any action of the building official 
to the city manager, provided such appeal is made in writing within 14 calendar 
days from the date of service of such notice and that failure to appeal will 
constitute a waiver of all rights to an administrative hearing and determination of 
the matter.

108.8.5.   Service.  The notice and order, and any amended or supplemental notice and 
order, shall be served upon the record owner and posted on the structure affected by such 
notice. The building official may serve additional such notice and order on any parties 
that may have interest in the property. The failure of the building official to serve every 
party that may have an interest in the property shall not invalidate any proceedings herein 
or relieve any person or party properly served from any duty or obligation imposed by the 
provisions of this code.  

108.8.6.   Method of service.  Service of the notice and order shall be deemed properly 
served if a copy thereof is delivered to the owner personally or sent by certified or 
registered mail addressed to the owner at the last known address with the return receipt 
requested.  

108.8.7.   Recording notice and order.  If compliance is not had with the notice and order 
within the specified time, and no appeal has been properly filed, the building official may 
file in the office of the county recorder a certificate describing the property and certifying 
that the building is unsafe and the owner has been so notified.  

108.8.8.   Notice to vacate.  Every notice to vacate shall, in addition to being served as 
required in this section, be posted at or upon each exit of the structure. No person shall 
remain in or enter any building which has been so posted, except that entry may be made 
to repair, demolish or remove such structure under permit. No person shall remove or 
deface any such posting until the required repairs, demolition or removal have been 
completed.  

108.8.9.   Appeals.  Appeals shall be made to the city manager. Except where this article 
provides otherwise, the provisions of section 2-171 et seq. shall govern the conduct of 
any administrative hearing conducted in accordance with this article.  
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108.8.9.1.   Order.  The order of the city manager, or his designee, made during or 
following an appeal shall be a final decision and may be appealed to the district 
court pursuant to Colorado Rule of Civil Procedure 106(a)(4).  

108.8.9.2.   Effect of failure to appeal.  Failure of a party in interest to file an 
appeal in accordance with the provisions of this article shall constitute a waiver 
by him of any right he may otherwise have to contest the city's right to eliminate 
or remove the unsafe structure or condition from his property, and charge the 
resulting costs against him and/or the property.  

108.8.9.3.   Staying of order of appeal.  Except for vacation orders, enforcement 
of any notice and order of the building official issued under this code shall be 
stayed during the pendency of an appeal therefrom which is properly and timely 
filed.  

108.8.9.4. Enforcement of order. After any order of the code official or Appeals 
Board made pursuant to this code shall have become final, no person to whom 
such order is directed shall fail, neglect, or refuse to obey any such order.” 

108.8.9.4.1. Compliance. If an order has not been complied with before 
the latter of 30 days after service of the order, the city at the direction of 
the city manager, or his designee, may cause the elimination or removal of 
the unsafe building or condition, unless an extension for compliance was 
granted.”

108.8.9.4.2. Costs. Any such owner, occupant, lessee or other party in 
interest who fails to comply with an order issued by the city manager, or 
his designee, pursuant to sections 108.6 and 108.8, shall be charged with 
all administrative costs and expenses incurred in the elimination or 
removal of the unsafe structure or condition. Such administrative costs 
shall include the cost of said removal or elimination, inspection fees, 
postal charges, legal expenses, and other expenses as ascertained by the 
city manager, or his designee, which are the result of the enforcement of 
this article. All costs are independent of any other penalties and powers of 
the city as set forth anywhere in this code.” 

108.8.10.   Enforcement of order.  After any order of the building official or city manager 
made pursuant to this code shall have become final, no person to whom such order is 
directed shall fail, neglect, or refuse to obey any such order.  

108.8.10.1.   Compliance.  If an order issued by the city manager, or his designee, 
pursuant to section 108.8.9 of this section has not been complied with within 30 
calendar days after its issuance, the city at the direction of the city manager, or his 
designee, may cause the elimination or removal of the unsafe building or 
condition.  
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108.8.10.2.  Costs.  Any such owner, occupant, lessee or other party in interest 
who fails to comply with an order issued by the city manager, or his designee, 
pursuant to section 108.8.9 of this section, shall be charged with all administrative 
costs and expenses incurred in the elimination or removal of the unsafe structure 
or condition. Such administrative costs shall include the cost of said removal or 
elimination, inspection fees, postal charges, legal expenses, and other expenses as 
ascertained by the city manager, or his designee, which are the result of the 
enforcement of this article. All costs are independent of any other penalties and 
powers of the city as set forth anywhere in this code.  

108.8.10.3. Collection of costs. 

Section 108.8.10.3. Collection of costs, is hereby added to read as follows:

“108.8.10.3. Collection of costs.  The manner in which all administrative costs 
incurred by the city in removing or eliminating the unsafe structure or condition 
are collected shall be left to the discretion of the city manager, or designee. Said 
costs may be assessed against the property on which the unsafe building or 
condition exists, or may be recovered in a suit against the owner, occupant, and/or 
lessee of the property. If the city manager or a designee thereof determines to 
assess costs against the property, a statement enumerating all such costs to be 
assessed against the property shall be prepared. A copy of the statement of costs 
or assessment shall be served upon the necessary parties by certified mail with 
return receipt required. In the event the assessment is not paid, collection of the 
assessment may be handled pursuant to the provisions of chapter 59 entitled 
"Municipal Liens". All property or tax liens are to be filed without unnecessary 
delay, and pursuant to State and County regulations.” 

108.8.11.   Costs.  The manner in which all administrative costs incurred by the city in 
removing or eliminating the unsafe structure or condition are collected shall be left to the 
discretion of the city manager, or designee. Said costs may be assessed against the 
property on which the unsafe building or condition exists, or may be recovered in a suit 
against the owner, occupant, and/or lessee of the property. If the city manager or a 
designee thereof determines to assess costs against the property, a statement enumerating 
all such costs to be assessed against the property shall be prepared. A copy of the 
statement of costs or assessment shall be served upon the necessary parties by first class 
mail. In the event the assessment is not paid, collection of the assessment may be handled 
pursuant to the provisions of chapter 59 entitled “Municipal Liens.””

Sec. 18-480. – I.P.M.C. – Section 108.9, Abatement of unsafe building equipment.

Section 108.9.  Abatement of unsafe building equipment, is added to read as follows:

“108.9. Abatement of unsafe building equipment.  Whenever building equipment 
regulated in the technical codes has become hazardous to life, health, or property, or has 
become unsanitary, the building official shall order in writing that such equipment either 
be removed or restored to a safe or sanitary condition, as appropriate.  The written notice 
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itself shall fix a time limit for compliance with such order.  Defective building equipment 
shall not be maintained after receiving such notice.  When such equipment or installation 
is to be disconnected, a written notice of such disconnection and causes therefore shall be 
given within 24 hours or as soon thereafter as is practicable to the serving utility, and 
owner and occupant of such building, structure, or premises.  When any building 
equipment is maintained in violation of notice issued pursuant to the provisions of this 
section, the building official shall institute appropriate action to prevent, restrain, correct 
or abate the violation.”

Sec. 18-481. – I.P.M.C. – Section 111.1, Application for appeal.

Section 111.1.  Application for appeal, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“111.1.  Application for appeal.  Appeals of municipal court matters shall be as set forth 
in applicable state and local rules.  Appeals of nuisance abatement proceedings shall be 
as follows:

1. Appeal of any notice, order, or decision of the code official or a hearing officer 
related to any proceeding to determine or abate a nuisance or a nuisance property 
shall be as set forth in article III of chapter 38, Environment.

2. Appeal of any notice, order, or decision of the code official or a hearing officer 
related to any proceeding to abate a snow, ice, or slush nuisance shall be as set 
forth in article I of chapter 94, Streets, Sidewalks, and Certain Other Public Areas.

3. Appeal of any notice, order, or decision of the code official or hearing officer 
related to a proceeding to determine or abate weeds or noxious weeds shall be as 
set forth in article V of chapter 38, Environment.

4. Appeal of any notice, order, or decision of the code official or hearing officer 
related to a proceeding to determine or abate graffiti shall be as set forth in article 
IV of chapter 38, Environment.

5. Appeal of any notice, order, or decision of the code official related to a procedure 
to determine or abate rubbish or garbage shall be as set forth in article III of 
chapter 90, Solid waste.

6. Appeal of any notice, order, or decision of the code official or city manager 
related to the abatement of an unsafe structure or condition, or of unsafe building 
equipment, shall be as set forth in section 108.6 herein.”

Sec. 18-482. – I.P.M.C. – Section 111.2, Board jurisdiction.

Section 111.2 Membership of board, is deleted in its entirety and replaced with 111.2. Board 
jurisdiction to read as follows:

“(A) The following violations are exclusively appealable to the Board of Adjustment 
subject to those limitations as set forth in Section 111.1:
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301.3 -  Vacant Structures and Land;
302.1 -  Misc. Standing/Stagnant Water;
302.3 -  Sidewalk/Driveway Maintenance;
302.3.1 -  Parking Lots/Potholes;
302.4  -  Weeds/Noxious Weeds;
302.7  -  Maintenance of Fences;
302.8  -  Inoperable/Unlicensed Vehicles;
302.8  -  Vehicle Repairs on Street;
302.9  -  Graffiti;
302.10  -  Storage of Building Materials;
303.1  -  Swimming Pools-Maintenance;
303.2  -  Swimming Pool Enclosures; or
308  -  All offenses involving the Accumulation and Disposal of Rubbish and Garbage as 
well as its Removal

(B) Those violations of the IPMC not listed above in subsection (A) shall be 
appealable to the Building Code Advisory Board subject to those limitations in 
section 111.1.”

Sec. 18-483. – I.P.M.C. – Section 112.4, Failure to comply.

Section 112.4. Failure to comply, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“112.4. Failure to comply.  Any person who shall continue any work after having been 
served with a stop work order, except such work as that person is directed to perform to 
remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be punishable by a fine, or imprisonment, or 
both, not to exceed the limits established in section 1-5 of the municipal code.” 

Sec. 18-484. – I.P.M.C. – Section 202, General definitions.

Section 202.  General definitions, is hereby amended by adding or amending certain definitions 
to read as follows:

“Dwelling unit.  Dwelling unit has the same meaning as that set forth in the Arvada Land 
Development Code, as may be from time to time amended.

Inoperable motor vehicle.  A vehicle which cannot be driven upon the public streets for 
reasons including, but not limited to, not having a current license plate or tag, being 
wrecked, in a state of major disassembly, in a state of disrepair, or incapable of being 
moved under its own power.

Noxious weed. A plant or part thereof that meets one or more of the following criteria:

a) Aggressively invades or is detrimental to economic crops or native plant 
communities;

b) Is poisonous to livestock;
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c) Is a carrier of detrimental insects, diseases, or parasites;

d) The direct or indirect effect of the presence of this plant is detrimental to 
the environmentally sound management of natural or agricultural 
ecosystems.

In addition, noxious weeds includes, but is not limited to the following types of 
plants:

Leafy Spurge (Euphorbia Esula), Canadian Thistle (Cirsium Arvense), Musk 
Thistle (Caduus Nutans), Russian Knapweed (Centaurea Repens), Diffuse 
Knapweed (Centurea Diffusa), Spotted Knapweed (Centaurea Maculosa), and 
Purple Loosestrife (Lythrium Salicaria).

Rubbish.  Combustible and noncombustible waste materials, except garbage, and 
including, but not limited to the residue from the burning of wood, coal, coke and other 
combustible materials, and paper, plastic, rags, cartons, boxes, wood, excelsior, rubber, 
leather, tree branches, yard trimmings, tin cans, metals, mineral matter, glass, crockery, 
dust and other similar materials regardless of whether the item could be put to any 
reasonable use or has any claimed value.  Rubbish shall also include household 
appliances, furniture, machinery, and car parts that are not stored within an enclosed 
structure.  Items may be deemed to be rubbish regardless of whether the item could be 
put to any reasonable use or has any claimed value.

Weed.  All grasses, annual plants and other vegetation more than 12 inches in height as 
measured from ground level.  

Exceptions:

1. Trees;
2. Shrubs;
3. Cultivated flower or vegetable gardens;
4. Vegetation grown in an A-1 or R-CE zoning district for the purpose of crop 

production or as animal fodder; and
5. Plants of the Gramineae family (ornamental grasses) commonly used as part of an 

ornamental landscaping plan.”

All other definitions contained in the General definitions section shall remain the same.

Sec. 18-485. – I.P.M.C. – Section 301.1, Scope.

Section 301.1. Scope, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“301.1. Scope.  The provisions of this chapter shall govern the conditions and the 
responsibilities of persons for maintenance of structures, equipment and exterior 
property.”
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Sec. 18-486. – I.P.M.C. – Section 301.2, Responsibility.

Section 301.2. Responsibility, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“301.2. Responsibility.  The owner of the premises shall maintain the structures in 
reasonable compliance with these requirements, except as otherwise provided for in this 
code. For purposes of this section, the term “reasonable” shall mean that the compliance 
with the requirements of this code shall be determined by being within the realm of 
common sense and not strict of excessive compliance. A person shall not occupy as 
owner-occupant or permit another person to occupy premises which do not comply with 
the requirements of this chapter. Occupants of a dwelling unit, rooming unit or 
housekeeping unit are responsible for keeping in a clean, sanitary and safe condition that 
part of the dwelling unit, rooming unit, housekeeping unit or premises which they occupy 
and control.”

Sec. 18-487. – I.P.M.C. – Section 301.4, Code compliance administration service fees.

Section 301.4.  Code compliance administration service  fees, is hereby added to read as follows:

“301.4. Code compliance administration service fees.  The code official shall charge 
those code compliance administration service fees as set forth in the land-use fees 
ordinance.  Any such fees charged but not paid may be assessed against the property in 
accordance with the provisions of this chapter and of chapter 59, “Municipal Liens.”  
These service fees are in addition to and separate from any fines or other penalty imposed 
by the Municipal Court for violation of any provision of this Code.”

Sec. 18-488. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.1, Sanitation.

Section 302.1. Sanitation, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“302.1. Sanitation.  All exterior property and premises shall be maintained in a clean, 
safe and sanitary condition. The occupant shall keep that part of the exterior property 
which such occupant occupies or controls in a clean and sanitary condition, in 
compliance with this code.”

Sec. 18-489. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.3.1, Parking lots.

Section 302.3.1.  Parking lots, is hereby added to read as follows:

“302.3.1.  Parking lots.  All cracks, potholes, or other breaks in the surface of a parking 
lot shall be filled in and repaired promptly by the proprietor, who shall also take all other 
steps to ensure that the parking lot is reasonably available for use by the public.”

Sec. 18-490. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.3.2, Vegetation upon streets or sidewalks.

Section 302.3.2.  Vegetation upon streets or sidewalks, is hereby added to read as follows:
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“302.3.2.  Vegetation upon streets or sidewalks.  No person shall permit vegetation or 
plant growth of any kind to obstruct, grow into or encroach upon streets or sidewalks.”

Sec. 18-491. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.3.3, Snow removal generally.

Section 302.3.3.  Snow removal generally, is hereby added to read as follows:

“302.3.3.  Snow removal generally.  The owner of any premises other than a one- or two-
family dwelling unit, or agent thereof, shall remove from sidewalk and sidewalk areas 
snow, ice, or slush within 24 hours of the end of any snow fall or ice storm.  For purposes 
of enforcement of this section 302.3.3, “sidewalk” means that portion of a street between 
the curb lines or the lateral lines of a roadway and the adjacent property lines intended for 
the use of pedestrians.  It also includes all other walkways where ever they may be 
located on the property, exterior stairs, driveways, parking spaces and similar areas.

302.3.3.1.  Snow removal for one- or two-family dwelling units.  The occupant, or 
if none, the owner of any one- or two-family dwelling unit shall remove from 
sidewalks, snow, ice, or slush within 24 hours of the end of any snow fall or ice 
storm.  For purposes of enforcement this section 302.3.3.1, “sidewalk” means that 
portion of a street between the curb lines or the lateral lines of a roadway and the 
adjacent property lines intended for the use of pedestrians.”

Sec. 18-492. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.4, Weeds.

Section 302.4.  Weeds, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“302.4.  Weeds.  All premises and exterior property shall be maintained free from weeds 
or dead plant growth in excess of twelve (12) inches.  All noxious weeds shall be 
prohibited.

302.4.1.  Unlawful acts.  It shall be unlawful for any owner, agent, or resident 
having charge of a property to permit the growth of weeds or noxious weeds upon 
any property.

302.4.2.  Continued.  It shall be unlawful for any owner, agent, or resident having 
charge of a property to permit the growth of ornamental grasses in any area other 
than A-1 or R-CE zoning districts.

Exception:  Ornamental grasses may be cultivated in small plots as part of 
an overall ornamental landscaping plan in other than A-1 or R-CE zoning 
districts, but in no case shall they be used as a ground cover over a 
substantial portion of a property.

302.4.3.  Removal.  Removal of noxious weeds shall be done in such a manner 
that will minimize the reproduction of the noxious weeds.”
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Sec. 18-493. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.7, Accessory structures.

Section 302.7. Accessory structures, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“302.7. Accessory structures.  All accessory structures, including detached garages, 
fences and walls, shall be maintained structurally sound.”

Sec. 18-494. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.8, Motor vehicles.

Section 302.8.  Motor vehicles, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“302.8.  Motor vehicles.  Except as provided for in other regulations, no inoperable motor 
vehicle shall be parked, kept, or stored on any premises, and no vehicle shall at any time 
be in a state of major disassembly, disrepair, or in the process of being stripped or 
dismantled.  Painting of vehicles is prohibited unless conducted inside an approved spray 
booth.

Exception:

1. A vehicle of any type is permitted to undergo major overhaul, including body 
work, provided that such work is performed inside a structure or similarly 
enclosed area designed and approved for such purposes.  This exception shall not 
be construed to allow or justify a violation of rules relating to home occupations 
or other provisions of the zoning or city code.”

Sec. 18-495. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.8.1, Investigation.

Section 302.8.1.  Investigation, is hereby added to read as follows:

“302.8.1. Investigation. The chief of police or designee thereof, including code 
enforcement managers or officers, is authorized to investigate any vehicle left at any 
place within the city which reasonably appears to be in violation of this section, or may 
be lost, stolen, or unclaimed.  The chief of police or a designee thereof is hereby 
authorized to go onto private property for the purpose of making an investigation for any 
violation of this chapter for the purpose of determining ownership and condition of any 
vehicle reasonably appearing to be in violation of any provision of this code.  In the event 
that the owner of such vehicle or the person in possession of the premises on which such 
vehicle is located cannot be found, then a summons and complaint alleging the violation 
of this section may be issued against the vehicle describing the same by make, year and 
model.”

Sec. 18-496. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.9, Defacement of property.

Section 302.9.  Defacement of property, is hereby amended by adding a sentence to the end of 
the second paragraph to read as follows:

“All unlawful acts of graffiti defacement shall be charged in accordance with article VI, 
Graffiti, of chapter 62, Offenses, of the Arvada City Code.  All proceedings to determine 
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or abate graffiti vandalism shall be held in accordance with article IV, Graffiti, of chapter 
38, Environment, of the Arvada City Code.”

Sec. 18-497. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.10, Storage of building materials.

Section 302.10.  Storage of building materials, is hereby added to read as follows:

“302.10.  Storage of building materials.  In any area zoned for residential purposes, it 
shall be unlawful to store outside and uncovered any building materials unless there is in 
force a valid building permit issued by the city for construction of a new, or modification 
of an existing, structure upon the property and said materials are intended for use in 
connection with such construction or modification.  Building materials may be stored 
inside an enclosed building or may be stacked and covered in the rear of any residentially 
zoned property, out of view from any adjoining street, whether or not a building permit is 
in force.  Building materials shall include, but shall not be limited to, lumber, bricks, 
concrete or cinderblocks, plumbing materials, electrical wiring or equipment, heating 
ducts or equipment, shingles, mortar, concrete or cement, sand, gravel, dirt, rocks, nails, 
screws or any other materials used in construction or modifying any structure or 
property.”

Sec. 18-498. – I.P.M.C. – Section 303.1, Swimming pools.

Section 302.10. Swimming pools, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“302.10. Swimming pools.  Swimming pools shall be maintained in a clean, safe and 
sanitary condition.”

Sec. 18-499. – I.P.M.C. – Section 304.1, General.

Section 304.1. General, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“304.1. General.  The exterior of a structure shall be maintained  structurally sound and 
sanitary so as not to pose a threat to the public health, safety or welfare.”

Sec. 18-500. – I.P.M.C. –Section 304.2, Appearance of structures and premises.   

Section 304.2. Protective treatment, is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced with 304.2 
Appearance of structures and premises, to read as follows:

“304.2. Appearance of structures and premises.  The exterior appearance of structures 
and premises shall not be kept or maintained in a condition that clearly impairs the 
overall appearance of a neighborhood or is likely to diminish the value and reasonable 
enjoyment of adjacent properties.  A condition that impairs the appearance of a 
neighborhood or the value and enjoyment of adjacent properties may be a single extreme 
deficiency, or it may be a combination of several deficiencies.  Such deficiencies may 
include, without limitation: exterior surfaces such as doors, door and window frames, 
walls, cornices, porches, trim, balconies, decks and fences with deteriorated surface 
treatment over a substantial portion of the surface; poorly maintained landscaping; 
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accumulation of rubbish, unused equipment, building materials, and other debris; broken 
or sagging fences.”

Sec. 18-501. – I.P.M.C. – Section 304.8, Decorative features. 

Section 304.8. Decorative features, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“304.8. Decorative features.  For non-residential properties and for any portion of a 
residential structure that is within 10 feet of a public sidewalk or roadway, all cornices, 
belt courses, corbels, terra cotta trim, wall facings and similar decorative features shall be 
maintained in good repair with proper anchorage and in a safe condition.”

 Sec. 18-502. – I.P.M.C. – Section 304.9, Overhang extensions.

Section 304.9. Overhang extensions, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“304.9. Overhang extensions.  For non-residential properties and for any portion of a 
residential structure that is within 10 feet of a public sidewalk or roadway, all overhang 
extensions including, but not limited to canopies, marquees, signs, metal awnings, fire 
escapes, standpipes and exhaust ducts shall be maintained in good repair and be properly 
anchored.  When required, all exposed surfaces of metal or wood shall be protected from 
the elements and against decay or rust by periodic application of weather-coating 
materials, such as paint or similar surface treatment.”

 
Sec. 18-503. – I.P.M.C. – Section 304.10, Stairways, decks, porches and balconies.

Section 304.10. Stairways, decks, porches and balconies, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“304.10. Stairways, decks, porches and balconies.  Every exterior stairway, deck, porch 
and balcony, and all appurtenances attached thereto, shall be maintained structurally 
sound, with proper anchorage and capable of supporting the imposed loads.”

 
Sec. 18-504. – I.P.M.C. – Section 304.11, Chimneys and towers.

Section 304.11. Chimneys and towers, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“304.11. Chimneys and towers.  All chimneys, cooling towers, smoke stacks, and similar 
appurtenances shall be maintained structurally safe and sound. All exposed surfaces of 
metal or wood shall be protected from the elements and against decay or rust.”

 
Sec. 18-505. – I.P.M.C. – Section 304.13, Window, skylight and door frames.

Section 304.13. Window, skylight and door frames, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“304.13. Window, skylight and door frames.  Every window, skylight and door frame 
shall be kept in structurally sound condition and weather tight.”

 
Sec. 18-506. – I.P.M.C. – Section 304.14, Insect screens. 
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Section 304.14. Insect screens, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“304.14 Insect screens.  In non-residential environments every door, window and other 
outside opening required for ventilation of food preparation areas, food service areas or 
any areas where products to be included or utilized in food for human consumption are 
processed, manufactured, packaged or stored shall be supplied with approved tightly 
fitting screens of not less than 16 mesh per inch (16 mesh per 25 mm), and every screen 
door used for insect control shall have a self-closing device in good working condition.
 
Exception: Screens shall not be required where other approved means, such as air 
curtains or insect repellent fans, are employed.”

 
Sec. 18-507. – I.P.M.C. – Section 304.15, Doors.

Section 304.15. Doors, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“304.15. Doors.  All exterior doors, door assemblies and hardware shall be maintained in 
operable condition. Locks at all entrances to dwelling units and sleeping units shall 
tightly secure the door. Locks on means of egress doors shall be in accordance with 
Section 702.3.”

Sec. 18-508. – I.P.M.C. – Section 304.18.1, Doors.

Section 304.18.1 Doors, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“304.18.1. Doors.  Doors providing access to a dwelling unit, rooming unit or 
housekeeping unit that is rented, leased or let shall be equipped with a lock. Such locks 
shall be installed according to the manufacturer's specifications and maintained in good 
working order. For the purpose of this section, a sliding bolt shall not be considered an 
acceptable lock.”

Sec. 18-509. – I.P.M.C. – Section 305.1, General.

Section 305.1. General, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows.

“305.1. General.  The interior of a structure and equipment therein shall be maintained  
structurally sound and in a sanitary condition. Occupants shall keep that part of the 
structure which they occupy or control in sanitary condition. Every owner of a structure 
containing a rooming house, housekeeping units, a hotel, a dormitory, two or more 
dwelling units or two or more nonresidential occupancies, shall maintain, in sanitary 
condition, the shared or public areas of the structure and exterior property.”

 
Sec. 18-510. – I.P.M.C. – Section 305.3, Interior surfaces.

Section 305.3. Interior surfaces, is hereby amended to read as follows:
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“Section 305.3. Interior surfaces.  All interior surfaces, including windows and doors, 
shall be maintained in good, clean and sanitary condition. Peeling, chipping, flaking or 
abraded paint shall be repaired, removed or covered, if paint is demonstrated to be lead 
based paint. Cracked or loose plaster, decayed wood and other defective surface 
conditions shall be corrected.”

Sec. 18-511. – I.P.M.C. – Section 305.4, Stairs and walking surfaces.

Section 305.4. Stairs and walking surfaces, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“305.4. Stairs and walking surfaces.  Every stair, ramp, landing, balcony, porch, deck or 
other walking surface shall be maintained in sound condition.”

Sec. 18-512. – I.P.M.C. – Section 305.5, Handrails and guards.

Section 305.5. Handrails and guards, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“305.5. Handrails and guards.  Every handrail and guard shall be firmly fastened and 
capable of supporting normally imposed loads and shall be maintained in sound 
condition.”

Sec. 18-513. - I.P.M.C. – Section 306.1, General.

Section 306.1. General, is hereby amended to reads as follows:

“306.1. General.  The components of a structure and equipment therein shall be 
maintained  structurally sound and in a sanitary condition.”

“306.1.1. Unsafe conditions.  Where any of the following conditions cause the 
component or system to be beyond its limit state, the component or system shall 
be determined as unsafe and shall be repaired replaced or demolished to comply 
with the International Building Code as required for existing buildings:

 
1. Soils that have been subjected to any of the following conditions:
 
1.1. Collapse of footing or foundation system;
 
1.2. Damage to footing, foundation, concrete or other structural 
element due to soil expansion;
 
1.3. Adverse effects to the design strength of footing, foundation, 
concrete or other structural element due to a chemical reaction from the 
soil or from the effects of groundwater.
 
2. Concrete that is deteriorated, deformed, fractured or otherwise 
defective in any structural element making such element unsafe.
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Exception:
 

1. When substantiated otherwise by an approved method.” 

Sec. 18-514. - I.P.M.C. – Section 308.3, Disposal of garbage.

Section 308.3. Disposal of garbage, is amended to read as follows:

“308.3. Disposal of garbage.  Every occupant of a structure shall dispose of garbage in a 
clean and sanitary manner by placing such garbage in an approved garbage disposal  
facilities or garbage containers.”

 
Sec. 18-515. - I.P.M.C. – Section 303.3.2, Containers.

Section 303.3.2. Containers, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“303.3.2. Containers.  The operator of every establishment producing garbage shall 
provide, and at all times cause to be utilized, leakproof containers provided with close-
fitting covers for the storage of such materials until removed from the premises for 
disposal.”

Sec. 18-516. – I.P.M.C. – Section 308.4, Removal of rubbish or garbage.

Section 308.4.  Removal of rubbish or garbage, is hereby added to read as follows:

“308.4.  Removal of rubbish or garbage. The owner, lessee, tenant or any other person 
having the right to possession of all or a portion of any premises shall provide for the 
removal of all rubbish or garbage from the premises at regular intervals.  Removal of 
rubbish or garbage shall occur no less than once every thirty days, or more often if 
necessary to prevent a nuisance.”

Sec. 18-517. – I.P.M.C. – Section 308.5, Residential areas.

Section 308.5.  Residential areas, is hereby added to read as follows:

“308.5.  Residential areas.  No rubbish or garbage containers shall be stored in front of a 
residence, whether single-family or multiple-family, or in front of the residential building 
line closest to an adjacent street.  Such containers shall be placed as close to curbside as 
possible without obstructing the sidewalk or street in front of a single-family dwelling or 
multiple-family dwelling for collection purposes, for a period not to exceed 24 
consecutive hours once each week.”

Sec. 18-518. – I.P.M.C. – Section 308.6, Other than residential areas.

Section 308.6.  Other than residential areas, is hereby added to read as follows:

“308.6. Other than residential areas.  The owner, lessee, tenant or any other person 
having the right to possession of all or a portion of any premises used for other than 
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residential purposes shall provide adequate and accessible enclosures for the storage of 
rubbish and garbage containers.  Said enclosures shall either be in an area fully contained 
within a building or be in an area fully screened from public view by masonry or solid 
noncombustible fencing at least six feet in height.  Uses existing prior to August 12, 
1980, shall be exempt from this provision.”

Sec. 18-519. – I.P.M.C. – Section 308.7, Unlawful use of another’s rubbish or garbage 
container.

Section 308.7.  Unlawful use of another’s rubbish or garbage container, is hereby added to read 
as follows:

“308.7.  Unlawful use of another’s rubbish or garbage container. It shall be unlawful for 
any person to put, place or dump rubbish or garbage in, on, under or around a rubbish or 
garbage container belonging to another except where written permission for such use is 
granted by the owner or lessee of the real property on which the dumpster or other 
rubbish or garbage container is located.”

Sec. 18-520. – I.P.M.C. – Section 308.8, Abatement and removal.

Section 308.8.  Abatement and removal, is hereby added to read as follows:

“308.8.  Abatement and removal.  All proceedings to determine, abate, or remove rubbish 
and/or garbage shall be done in accordance with article III, Abatement procedures for 
rubbish and garbage, of chapter 90, Solid Waste, of the Arvada City Code.”

Sec. 18-521. – I.P.M.C. – Section 309.1, Infestation.

Section 309.1. Infestation, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“309.1. Infestation.  All structures shall be kept free from insect and rodent infestation. 
All structures found to be infested by insects or rodents shall be promptly exterminated 
by approved processes that will not be injurious to human health. After extermination, 
proper precautions shall be taken to prevent reinfestation.”

Sec. 18-522. – I.P.M.C. – Section 402.2, Common halls and stairways.

Section 402.2. Common halls and stairways, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“402.2. Common halls and stairways.  Every common hall and stairway in residential 
occupancies, other than in one- and two-family dwellings, shall be illuminated at all 
times with at least a 60-watt standard incandescent light bulb for each 200 square feet (19 
m2) of floor area or equivalent illumination, provided that the spacing between lights 
shall not be greater than 30 feet (9144 mm). In other than residential occupancies, means 
of egress, including exterior means of egress, stairways shall be illuminated at all times 
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the building space served by the means of egress is occupied with a minimum of 1 
footcandle (11 lux) at floors, landings and treads.”

Sec. 18-523. – I.P.M.C. – Section 403.2, Bathrooms and toilet rooms.

Section 403.2. Bathrooms and toilet rooms, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“403.2. Bathrooms and toilet rooms.  Every bathroom and toilet room shall have an 
openable window or mechanical ventilation system. Air exhausted by a mechanical 
ventilation system from a bathroom or toilet room shall discharge to the outdoors and 
shall not be recirculated.”

Sec. 18-524. – I.P.M.C. – Section 501.2, Responsibility.

Section 501.2. Responsibility, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“501.2. Responsibility.  The owner or occupant of the structure shall provide and 
maintain such plumbing facilities and plumbing fixtures in compliance with these 
requirements. A person shall not occupy as owner-occupant or permit another person to 
occupy any structure or premises which does not comply with the requirements of this 
chapter.”

 
Sec. 18-525. – I.P.M.C. – Section 505.1, General.

Section 505.1. General, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“Section 505.1. General.  Every sink, lavatory, bathtub or shower, drinking fountain, 
water closet or other plumbing fixture shall be properly connected to either a public water 
system or to an approved private water system or well.  All kitchen sinks, lavatories, 
laundry facilities, bathtubs and showers shall be supplied with hot or tempered and cold 
running water in accordance with the International Plumbing Code.”

 
Sec. 18-526. – I.P.M.C. – Section 602.2, Residential occupancies.

Section 602.2. Residential occupancies, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“Section 602.2. Residential occupancies.  Dwellings shall be provided with heating 
facilities capable of maintaining a room temperature of 68°F (20°C) in all habitable 
rooms, bathrooms and toilet rooms based on the winter outdoor design temperature for 
the locality indicated in Appendix D of the International Plumbing Code. Cooking 
appliances shall not be used to provide space heating to meet the requirements of this 
section.”

Sec. 18-527. – I.P.M.C. – Section 602.3, Heat supply

Section 602.3.  Heat Supply, is herby amended by adding the dates in the blanks of the first 
paragraph to read as follows:
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“602.3.  Heat supply. (Insert dates)  “from September 1st to May 1st”

Sec. 18-528. – I.P.M.C. – Section 602.4, Occupiable work spaces

Section 602.4.  Occupiable work spaces, is hereby amended by adding the dates in the blanks of 
the first paragraph to read as follows:

“602.4.  Occupiable work spaces. (insert dates) “from September 1st to May 1st”

Sec. 18-529. – I.P.M.C. – Chapter 8, Referenced standards.

Chapter 8.  Referenced standards, is hereby amended by deleting the following I.C.C. referenced 
standards:

1. I.C.C. EC-06, ICC Electrical Code – Administrative Provisions; and
2. I.Z.C. EC-06, International Zoning Code.

All other referenced standards shall remain unchanged.

Secs. 18-530 – 18-549.  Reserved

Section 13.  Article XII, International Swimming Pool and Spa Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings 
and Building Code Regulations of the Arvada City Code, is hereby enacted by adopting by 
reference the 2018 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code, subject to the additions, 
amendments, and deletions set forth as follows:

ARTICLE XII.  INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING POOL AND SPA CODE

Sec. 18-550. Adopted.

Pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq. and the Arvada City Charter, the International Swimming 
Pool and Spa Code, 2018 Edition, published by the International Code Council, 5203 Leesburg 
Pike, Suite 600, Falls Church, VA 22041, is hereby adopted by reference and incorporated into 
the Arvada City Code.  

The International Swimming Pool and Spa Code shall be known as the “I.S.P.S.C.” and may be 
referred to as such.

Sec. 18-551. – I.S.P.S.C. – Section 101.1, Title.

Sec. 101.1.  Title, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“101.1.  Title.  These regulations shall be known as the International Swimming Pool and 
Spa Code of the City of Arvada hereinafter referred to as “this code.””

Sec. 18-552. – I.S.P.S.C. – Section 105.5.3, Expiration.

Section 105.5.3. Expiration, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:
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“105.5.3. Expiration.  Expiration of permits shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-39(f).”

Sec. 18-553. – I.S.P.S.C. – Section 105.5.4, Extensions.

Section 105.5.4. Extensions, is hereby deleted in its entirety.

Sec. 18-554. – I.S.P.S.C. – Section 105.6, Fees.

Section 105.6. Fees, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“105.6. Fees.  The fees for all work shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-42.”

Sec. 18-555. – I.S.P.S.C. – Section 107.4, Violation penalties.

Section 107.4.  Violation penalties, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“107.4.  Violation penalties.  Any violation of the mechanical code shall be punishable by 
a fine, or imprisonment, or both, not to exceed the limits established in Section 1-5 of the 
Arvada City Code.” 

Sec. 18-556. – I.S.P.S.C. – Section 107.5, Stop work orders.

Section 107.5. Stop work orders, is hereby amended by deleting the last sentence. 

Sec 18-557. – I.S. P.S.C. – Section 108, Means of Appeal.

Section 108. Means of Appeal is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

“108.1 Means of Appeal.  Appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the 
building official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be in 
accordance with Section 18-36.”

Secs. 18-558 – 18-569.  Reserved

Section 14. Article XIII, National Electrical Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings and Building Code 
Regulations, of the Arvada City Code, is hereby enacted as follows:

ARTICLE XIII. NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE

Sec. 18-570. Adopted.

Pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq. and the Arvada City Charter, the National Electrical 
Code, as currently adopted by the State of Colorado or as is from time to time modified, re-
enacted or re-adopted by the State of Colorado is hereby adopted as the electrical code of the 
City of Arvada.  
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Section 4.  Should any provision of this ordinance be declared by a court to be unconstitutional 
or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole, or any part 
thereof, other than the part so declared to be unconstitutional or invalid.

Section 5.  This ordinance shall be effective on October 1, 2020.

INTRODUCED, READ, AND ORDERED PUBLISHED this 17th day of August, 2020.

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 14th day of September, 2020.

                                           

____________________________________
Marc Williams, Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________
City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Rachael A. Morris, City Attorney:

BY:  _______________________________
Publication Dates: August 17, 2020

September 14, 2020
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COUNCIL BILL NO. 20-
ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REENACTING CHAPTER 18, BUILDINGS AND 
BUILDING REGULATIONS, OF THE ARVADA CITY CODE THROUGH THE ADOPTION 

OF GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS AND THE ADOPTION, BY 
REFERENCE, OF THE 20152018 INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE, THE 20152018 
INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE, THE 20152018 INTERNATIONAL ENERGY 

CONSERVATION CODE, THE 20152018 INTERNATIONAL EXISTING BUILDING CODE, 
THE 20152018 INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE, THE 20152018 INTERNATIONAL 
MECHANICAL CODE, THE 20152018 INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE, THE 2009 
INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE, THE 2018 INTERNATIONAL 

SWIMMING POOL AND SPA CODE, THE 2014 STATE ADOPTED NATIONAL 
ELECTRICAL CODE, AND THE ADOPTION OF PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS 

THEREOF

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARVADA, COLORADO:

Section 1.  Chapter 18 of the Arvada City Code is hereby repealed as set forth above.  

Section 2.  Article I, In General, of Chapter 18, Buildings and Building Regulations, of the 
Arvada City Code is hereby enacted to read as follows:

ARTICLE I.  IN GENERAL

Sec. 18-1.  Rules of construction.

(a) Scope. Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following words and terms shall, for the 
purposes of this Code, have the meanings indicated in this chapter. 

(b) Interchangeability. Words used in the present tense include the future; words in the 
masculine gender include the feminine and neuter; the singular number includes the 
plural and the plural, the singular. 

(c) Terms defined in other codes. Where terms are not defined in this Code such terms shall 
have meanings ascribed to them as in other code publications of the International Code 
Council (I.C.C.). 

(d) Terms not defined. Where terms are not defined through the methods authorized by this 
section, such terms shall have ordinarily accepted meanings such as the context implies. 

Sec. 18-2.  Definitions. 

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning: 

Building service equipment means any plumbing, mechanical, electrical, and elevator 
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equipment including piping, wiring, fixtures, and other accessories which provide sanitation, 
lighting, heating, ventilation, cooling, refrigeration, firefighting, and transportation facilities 
essential to the occupancy of the building or structure for its designated use, or any swimming 
pool, spa, or hot tub equipment, or any elevator, escalator, or moving walk. 

Chief building official or building official means the city employee charged with the 
administration and enforcement of this Code and the technical codes, or his/her  designees.  For 
the purposes of enforcing the International Property Management Code (I.P.M.C.), chief 
building official includes the neighborhood services manager of the community development 
departmentChief of the Arvada Police Department and the Arvada Police Neighborhood Services 
Supervisor and theirhis designees.

Contractor means any person, firm, partnership, corporation, or organization that, for a 
fee or value received, undertakes to perform any of the operations governed by the technical 
codes.

Exception:  If a public utility company or a water and sanitation or other similar district is 
engaged in the installation, operation, or maintenance of equipment that will be used for 
the production, generation, or distribution of the utility, product, or service from their 
source through the facilities owned or operated by such company or district to the point 
of customer service, neither such company or districts, nor employees thereof, shall be 
considered contractors.

Contractor also means a person performing work governed by this chapter for a fee or value 
received and for a person or entity that is appropriately licensed or registered.

Combination permit means a type of building permit that is issued to a general contractor 
or a primary contractor and includes the subcontractor's valuation and fees as a part of the 
permit. Only a combination permit shall be issued where more than one (1) category of work, 
such as building, electrical, plumbing, or HVAC, is involved. 

Exception:  The building official may issue separate permits when a general contractor is 
not required for the scope of work involved, or when the building official finds good 
cause. 

Electrical contractor means a person, firm, corporation, partnership, association, joint 
venture, or other entity that, for a fee, undertakes or offers to undertake for another the planning, 
laying out, supervising and installing or the making of additions, alterations, or repairs in the 
installation of wiring apparatus and equipment for electrical light, heat, or power.  A registered 
professional engineer who plans or designs electrical installation shall not be classified as an 
electrical contractor.

Primary General contractor means a person, firm, corporation, partnership, association, 
joint venture, or other entity that, for a fee, undertakes or offers to undertake for another the 
planning, supervising and installing or the making of additions, alterations, repairs to or 
constructs new structures, utilities, or rights of way and  other than a general contractor who first 
obtains a permit for a construction project that requires more than one (1) type of permit (i.e., a 
combination permit). 
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Technical codes means those codes adopted by this jurisdiction containing the provisions 
for design, construction, alteration, addition, repair, removal, demolition, use, location, or 
occupancy, and maintenance of buildings, structures, and building service equipment, utilities, 
and rights-of-way.  It also includes the International Fire Code (I.F.C.). 

Secs. 18-3 – 18-30.  Reserved.

Section 3.  Article II, Administration, of Chapter 18, Buildings and Building Regulations, of the 
Arvada City Code is hereby enacted to read as follows:

ARTICLE II.  ADMINISTRATION

DIVISION 1.  GENERAL AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Sec. 18-31.  General. 

(a) Title. These regulations shall be known as the "administrative code," may be cited as 
such, and will be referred to herein as "this Code," either separately or in conjunction 
with the technical codes. 

(b) Purpose. The purpose of this Code is to provide for the administration and enforcement 
of the technical codes adopted by this jurisdiction. 

(c) Copy on file. At least one (1) copy of each technical code adopted by reference is on file 
in the office of the city clerk and may be inspected during regular business hours. 

Sec. 18-32.   Applicability.

(a) General.  The provisions of this Code shall serve as the administrative, organizational, 
and enforcement rules and regulations for all technical codes within this chapter.  These 
provisions shall apply to the site preparation, construction, installation, alteration, 
moving, demolition, enlargement, replacement, abatement, repair, use, occupancy, 
location, or maintenance of any building or structure, or part thereof, and building service 
equipment within this jurisdiction.

(b)      Conflicts.  In the event of a conflict between any provision of this administrative code and 
a provision contained in any of the technical codes, this Code shall prevail. In the event 
of a conflict between a technical code and an amendment to a technical code, the 
amendment shall prevail.

(c)  Conflicts between technical codes.  In the event of a conflict between any of the 
provisions of the technical codes, those provisions providing the greater safety to life 
shall prevail.  In conflicts where sanitation, life safety, or fire safety are not involved, the 
most restrictive provision shall prevail.

(d)      Different materials.  Where, in a specific case, different sections of the technical codes 
specify different materials, methods of construction, or other requirements, the most 
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restrictive shall govern.  Where there is a conflict between a general requirement and a 
specific requirement, the specific requirement shall prevail.

(e) Other codes and standards.  Any code or standard referenced in the technical codes shall 
be considered part of the requirements of this ordinance to the prescribed extent of each 
such reference.  Where differences occur between provisions of the technical codes and 
provisions of the referenced code or standard, the provision of the technical code shall 
prevail.

Exceptions:

1. Whenever a technical code references the I.C.C. Electrical Code, that 
reference shall be to the National Electrical Code most recently adopted 
and amended by Arvada.

2. Whenever a technical code references the I.C.C. Zoning Code, that 
reference shall be to the Arvada Land Development Code most recently 
adopted and amended by Arvada.

(f) Compatibility of I.C.C. Codes.  I.C.C. codes are drafted and intended to be used in 
coordination with each other.  Arvada recognizes the compatibility of I.C.C. codes.  
Arvada also recognizes that in many cases, portions of one I.C.C. technical code are 
excerpted in another technical code for ease of understanding and use.  Excerpts from one 
technical code that appear in another technical code are designated by section numbers 
appearing in parentheses after each section number of the code in which the excerpts 
appear.  As an example, the text of section G2420.1.1, Valve approval, of the I.R.C. is 
excerpted from section 409.1.1 of the International Fuel Gas Code (I.F.G.C.).  As such, 
the I.F.G.C. section numbers appear in parentheses after the I.R.C. section numbers.

In cases where a provision from one technical code has been excerpted from another 
technical code, and where this code contains an amendment to, deletion of, or addition to 
such text, Arvada has endeavored to make the change to both the technical code from 
which the text was excerpted and the technical code in which the excerpted text appears.  
To the extent that this code contains an amendment to, deletion of, or addition to a 
section of a technical code which is either excerpted from or into another technical code, 
such amendment, deletion or addition shall be construed to apply to the corresponding 
technical code. 

(g) Appendices.  Any appendix of any technical code that is not specifically adopted by 
reference shall have no force or effect.

(h) Department created.  Whenever any technical code refers to the creation of a department 
charged with or authorized to enforce this Code or any technical code, that reference shall 
be to the Arvada building inspection division.  The Arvada police department is 
authorized to enforce any provision of chapter 18 of the City Code.

Sec. 18-33. - Duties and powers of building official
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(a) General. The building official is hereby authorized and directed to enforce all the 
provisions of this Code and the technical codes. For such purposes, the building official 
shall have the powers of a law enforcement officer. 

(b) Notices and orders. The building official may issue a notice or order to a permit holder 
or contractor whose work does not comply with this Code or the technical codes. The 
permit holder or contractor shall, within 30 calendar days of the date of the notice, 
complete all necessary work or repairs.

Exception: Should a property owner prevent a contractor from obtaining 
inspections or completing corrective work by refusal to allow the contractor 
entry to the property or other reason, the contractor shall, within 30 calendar 
days of the date of the notice, file with the building official on company 
letterhead or on a form provided by the building official, notice of refusal to 
allow entry. The letter or form must be accompanied by copies of no fewer than 
two written notices from the contractor to the property owner seeking 
permission to allow entry for purposes of making corrections. The filing of such 
letter or form and accompanying documentation shall create a presumption that 
the contractor has complied with his responsibility under section 18-72(i) to 
complete all work authorized by the permit. Although the building permit in 
such a case shall remain open until the work is completed and approved by the 
division, said open permit shall not provide the basis for denial of a contractor's 
license pursuant to section 18-71(c)(2).

(c) Record of action. Documentation concerning the application of this Code and decisions 
or actions of the building official shall be kept in accordance with Arvada’s adopted records 
retention schedule. 

Secs. 18-343 – 18-35.  Reserved.
Sec. 18-36.  Board of appeals.

(a) General.  There is hereby created a board of appeals, also known as the “Building Code 
Advisory Board.”  Whenever in this Code or in a technical code reference is made to an 
appeal from any written interpretation, decision, notice, or order, the Building Code 
Advisory Board shall be the appellate body so designated.  In this article, the Building 
Code Advisory Board shall be referred to as the “Board of Appeals,” or “Board.”

(b) Organization.  The Board shall consist of five (5) members who are appointed by City 
Council and hold office at its pleasure.  The building official and a fire code official 
designated by each fire protection district having jurisdiction within the territorial limits 
of Arvada shall be ex officio non-voting members of the Board.  When meeting to hear 
and decide an appeal, or a case brought under section 18-37, the building official and a 
fire code official from the fire district having jurisdiction over the affected property shall 
be an ex officio non-voting member of the Board.  The building official may serve as 
recording secretary to the Board, or designate another employee to serve as recording 
secretary.  The Board shall adopt reasonable rules of procedure for conducting meetings 
and hearings.

https://library.municode.com/co/arvada/codes/code_of_ordinances/250555?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH18BUBURE_ARTIIICOLI_S18-72RE
https://library.municode.com/co/arvada/codes/code_of_ordinances/250555?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH18BUBURE_ARTIIICOLI_S18-71GERE
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(c) Qualifications.  The Board shall consist of members who are qualified by experience and 
training to pass upon matters pertaining to building construction and are not employees of 
the jurisdiction.  When possible, the Board shall consist of representatives from the 
following fields:  engineering, architecture, building construction, and building design.

(d) Duties.  The Board shall: 

(1) Advise the building official on the adoption of ordinances affecting buildings and 
building regulations and other related matters;

(2) Hear and decide appeals of:

(i) A written interpretation, decision, correction notice, or order issued by the 
building official or designee thereof pursuant to section 18-33(c);

(ii) A written disapproval of a request for alternate material, design, or method 
of construction pursuant to section 18-33(f); 

 
(iii) An emergency suspension of a contractor’s license imposed pursuant to 

section 18-38(c); 

(iv) A decision to deny an applicant a contractor’s license or not renew a 
license made pursuant to section 18-71 except when such decision is based 
on an illegible or incomplete application; 

(3) For a case brought under section 18-37, hear the case and decide whether there 
has been a violation of this code or the technical codes, and should a violation or 
violations be found, determine the most appropriate penalty in the case; and

(4) Hold hearings or other proceedings as set forth in this chapter.

(e) Application.  Application for a Board hearing shall be made on forms furnished by the 
building official.  Completed applications shall be submitted to the building official.  In 
the case of an appeal, the application shall list all grounds of appeal and shall be 
accompanied by all documentation supporting the applicant’s position with regard to 
every ground of appeal; those grounds of appeal not listed shall be deemed to be waived 
by the applicant.

(f) Fee.  Except as otherwise set forth herein, each application for hearing before the Board 
shall be accompanied by a fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00) or as set forth in the 
administrative fee schedule, whichever is higher.

(1) The Board shall, upon a finding that an appeal is frivolous, assess a five hundred 
dollars ($500.00) surcharge against the appellant.

(2) Should an appellant successfully appeal a decision, the application fee shall be 
refunded to the appellant.
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(g) Time limit.  A written interpretation, decision, notice, or order, or correction notice issued 
by the building official shall be subject to appeal by the aggrieved person for up to thirty 
(30) calendar days following the date of the interpretation, decision, notice, or order, or 
notice.  No appeal shall be accepted or heard if filed after this time limit.

(h) Hearing.  All administrative show cause hearings, and all hearings held to appeal the 
denial of the issuance of a contractor’s license or renewal thereof of the Board shall be 
conducted in accordance with division 3 of article V of chapter 2 of the Arvada City 
Code, except as otherwise provided in this chapter.  Other hearings of the Board shall be 
conducted in accordance with rules of procedure promulgated by the Board.

(i) Limitations on authority.  The Board shall not have the authority to grant variances from 
specific provisions of this code or any of the technical codes or recommend decreasing 
public safety or fire-resistive standards set forth in this Code or any of the technical 
codes.  

(j) Standard and burden of proof on appeal.  

(1) Where the Board meets to hear and decide an appeal, the standard of proof shall 
be whether the interpretation, decision, order, or notice of the building official is 
supported by a preponderance of the evidence.

(2) Where the Board meets to hear and decide whether there has been a violation of 
this code or the technical codes, the standard of proof shall be whether the 
violation has been proven by a preponderance of the evidence.

(k)  Legal defense.  Any suit instituted against any officer, employee, or Board member of 
the City of Arvada because of an act performed by that officer, employee, or Board 
member in the lawful discharge of duties and under the provisions of this code shall be 
defended by the legal representative of the City until the final termination of the 
proceedings.  The officer, employee, or Board member shall not be liable for costs in an 
action, suit or proceeding that is instituted in pursuance of the provisions of this code; and 
any officer, employee or Board member, acting in good faith and without malice, shall be 
free from liability for acts performed under any of its provisions or by reason of any act 
or omission in the performance of official duties in connection therewith.”

(l) Frivolous Appeal.  For the purposes of this section a frivolous appeal shall be one where 
the Board finds that there is no rational argument based on evidence or law in support of 
proponent's claim or defense, or that the appeal is undertaken for the sole purpose of 
harassment or delay.

Sec. 18-37.  Authority to deny, restrict, suspend, or revoke a license.

(a) Authority.  The building official or Building Code Advisory Board shall have the 
authority to deny, place restrictions on, suspend, suspend and reinstate a license with 
restrictions, not renew a license, or revoke a license following the procedures set forth in 
this chapter when the applicant or licensee commits one or more of the following acts or 
omissions:  
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(1) Provides false or misleading information on the license application;

(2) Fails to provide reasonable information or documentation of knowledge and 
experience required by the license classification applied for;

(3) Provides false or misleading information on a building permit application;

(4) Fails to comply with any of the licensee's responsibilities as outlined in this 
chapter, Chapter 42, or Chapter 78 of the Arvada City Code;

(5) Knowingly combines or conspires with any other person, firm or corporation to 
permit or allow the licensee's license to be used by such person, firm or 
corporation;

(6) By acting as agent, partner, associate or in any other capacity with persons, firms 
or corporations to evade any provisions of this chapter, Chapter 42, or Chapter 78 
of the Arvada City Code;

(7) Violates any of the provisions of this chapter, Chapter 42, or Chapter 78 of the 
Arvada City Code.  Issuance of a correction shall not constitute a violation of this 
chapter except as set forth in section 18-33(c);

(8) After having been notified of a policy or procedure promulgated by the building 
official pursuant to section 18-33, violates that policy.  A contractor who violates 
such a policy or procedure may be sanctioned as set forth in this section, but the 
contractor shall not be criminally liable solely for a violation of a policy or 
procedure promulgated by the building official;

(9) Any conduct constituting fraud in or connected with any activity relating to 
construction which is governed by this chapter, Chapter 42, or Chapter 78 of the 
Arvada City Code;

(10) Fails or refuses to correct or remove work, material, equipment or an appliance 
that is in violation of this chapter, Chapter 42, or Chapter 78 of the Arvada City 
Code;

(11) Provides to a customer or client, or a prospective customer or client, false or 
misleading permit fee charges assessed by the city; or

(12) Fails to take all reasonable actions to assist the building inspection division and 
other city departments in ensuring that all inspections, including a final 
inspection, are completed before the expiration of the building permit.

Exceptions:

i1. A contractor who complies with the exception to section 18-33(bc) in a 
particular case shall be presumed to have complied with his obligation to 
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take all reasonable actions to ensure that a required inspection or 
inspections are completed.

ii2. Should the expiration date of a permit be held in abeyance pursuant to 
section 18-39(f), the contractor’s obligations to assist the division shall be 
held in abeyance from the day on which an inspection is postponed, until 
such day that the postponed inspection is completed, at which time the 
contractor’s obligations to assist in the inspection process as set forth 
herein shall again be applicable.

Sec. 18-38.  Procedure relating to the restriction, non-renewal, suspension, or revocation of 
a contractor license.

(a) Informal meeting. 
 

(1) Purpose. To allow for continuing open communications between the building 
official and the licensee pertaining to a suspected violation of this Code or any of 
the technical codes.

(2) Notice of informal meeting.  The licensee shall be notified of the informal meeting 
by certified mail addressed to the licensee’s address of record with the building 
inspection division.

(3) Contents of notice.  The informal meeting notice shall contain:

i. The time and place of the informal meeting.  The informal meeting shall be 
held during regular business hours within fourteen (14) calendar days of the 
date of the notice at City Hall or at another location designated in the notice.

ii. A brief narrative outlining the nature of the building official’s concerns and 
list of code provisions that the building official has reason to believe may 
have been violated.

iii. An explanation that the meeting is an opportunity for the licensee to respond 
to the building official’s concerns, and that the licensee will be encouraged to 
explain his position and to submit all documentation that supports his position, 
including excerpts from I.C.C. publications, manufacturer’s installation 
instructions, or relevant referenced standards.

i.iv. A copy of this section 18-38.

(4) Format of the informal meeting.  The meeting shall be conducted informally by 
the building official.  A licensee may be accompanied by counsel at the informal 
meeting, and shall give the building official prior notice of such.

(5) Subsequent investigation.  Based on the information provided by licensee, the 
building official may conduct an additional investigation, or consult with others, 
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including the licensee, as necessary to clarify the issues and better understand the 
licensee’s actions.   

(6) Order.  Within twenty-one (21) calendar days of the informal meeting, the 
building official shall notify the licensee of the outcome of the informal meeting 
through issuing a no cause found notice or requesting that the Board issue a show 
cause notice, or by issuing such other notice or agreement as may be appropriate.

(7) Costs.  No costs shall be assessed against a licensee for the cost of holding the 
informal meeting.  Costs for records requests by any licensee shall be in 
accordance with the fee schedule set by the City.

(b) Administrative show cause hearing before the Board.  Upon request by the building 
official and review by the Board, and upon a finding  by the Board that there is probable 
cause to believe that a violation or violations of this Code or the technical codes has 
occurred,  the Board may issue a show cause notice to the licensee.

(1) Purpose.  To allow the licensee an opportunity to respond to formal 
specifications, or allegations against him.    This hearing shall be held following 
the issuance of a show cause notice commanding the licensee to appear before the 
Board to show cause why the licensee’s license should not be restricted, 
suspended, or revoked for an alleged violation or violations of this Code or any 
technical code.
Upon request by the building official and review by the Board, and upon a finding  
by the Board that there is probable cause to believe that a violation or violations 
of this Code or the technical codes has occurred,  the Board may issue a show 
cause notice to the licensee.

(2) Notice of the administrative show cause hearing.  The licensee shall be notified of 
the administrative show cause hearing by means of a show cause notice sent by 
certified mail addressed to the licensee’s address of record with the building 
inspection division.

(3) Contents of notice.   The administrative show cause hearing notice shall contain:

i. The time and place of the show cause hearing.  The show cause hearing shall 
be held not less than fourteen (14) calendar days of the date of the notice at 
City Hall or at another location designated in the notice;

ii. A list of each and every specification, or allegation, against the licensee for 
which action against his license may be taken;

iii. A notice that the hearing provides an opportunity for the licensee to respond 
to the building official’s concerns;

iv. A brief outline of the hearing procedure; and 
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i.v. A copy of section 18-36, section 18-37, and this section 18-38. 

(4) Format.  Except where this Code provides otherwise, the provisions of division 3 
of article V of chapter 2 of the Arvada City Code shall govern the conduct of any 
administrative show cause hearing conducted in accordance with this article.

The Board, or the Chair of the Board acting on behalf of the Board, may at any 
time at or following the issuance of a show cause notice issue such orders or make 
such rulings are as necessary to ensure that both the licensee and the city’s 
positions are presented in an efficient manner at the show cause hearing, and in 
such a way as to avoid undue surprise or burden to the other party.  Such orders 
may include, but are not limited to, ordering each party to submit documentary 
evidence, and a list of witness names, addresses, and telephone numbers to the 
other no later than fourteen (14) calendar days before the appeal hearing.

At the hearing, the Board shall hear such testimony and consider such evidence as 
is relevant to the issue of whether the licensee violated any provision of this code 
and if so, what penalty is appropriate for such violation or violations.

The Board shall take notice of the Arvada City Code, including all technical codes 
adopted by reference and as may be amended.  The Board may require that any 
relevant allegation or factual assertion that is capable of being proven by the 
submission of a certified copy of the pertinent public record shall be proven by 
the submission of such a record, if such submission will expedite the hearing.
Following presentation of such evidence as the Board deems relevant to the issues 
before the Bboard, the Bboard shall deliberate on the record, make a 
determination about the issues, and shall issue an order as set forth below.

(5) Burden of proof.  The burden of going forward shall rest with the City.  The 
burden of proof is to show, by a preponderance of the evidence, that a provision 
or provisions of this Code or any of the technical codes was violated.  The burden 
of proof is on the City.

(6) Order.  At the conclusion of the hearing, the Board may make findings of fact 
from the statements and evidence offered as to whether a violation or violations of 
this Code or the technical codes occurred and issue a verbal order and penalty 
determination as necessary, or may take the matter under advisement and issue 
findings in the form of a written order.

Should the Board take the matter under advisement, it shall within twenty-one 
(21) calendar days of the date of the hearing issue a written order containing its 
findings of fact.  Should a violation or violations be substantiated through a 
written order, the Board shall also issue a determination about the penalty that 
should be imposed on the licensee pursuant to section 18-37.  The written order 
shall be sent to the licensee by first class mail.
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Any suspension will be stated in terms of days, months, or a year, and the 
suspension will be for the period stated in the order.  Any order restricting, 
suspending, or revoking a license may include reasonable orders or conditions 
with which the licensee must comply to protect the work in progress as well as the 
public health, safety and welfare.  Any penalty imposed by the Board will be 
imposed beginning on the day after the appeal period set forth below has run. 

 
(7) Costs.  No costs shall be assessed against the licensee for the cost of holding the 

administrative show cause hearing.  Costs for records requests by any licensee 
shall be in accordance with the fee schedule set by the City.

(8) Reconsideration.  Either party may move that the Board reconsider any or all of 
its order.   Said motion shall be filed within seven (7) calendar days of the date of 
the Board’s order.  The motion must state each and every ground upon which the 
motion is based, and if the Board does not grant the motion in writing within 
fourteen (14) calendar days after the date it is filed, it shall be deemed denied.

(9) Appeal.  An appeal may be filed pursuant to C.R.C.P. Rule 106.  Should such an 
appeal be filed, the penalty imposed by the Board shall be held in abeyance until 
the conclusion of all proceedings under C.R.C.P. Rule 106.

(c) Emergency suspension.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, if the 
building official finds that an imminent danger to persons or property exists, he may enter 
an order for the immediate emergency suspension of such license for a period not to 
exceed thirty (30) days, pending further investigation and proceedings for suspension as 
provided for herein.  Any order for emergency suspension may include reasonable orders 
or conditions with which the licensee must comply to protect the work in progress as well 
as the public health, safety, and welfare.

(1) Notice.  The building official shall notify the licensee of the emergency 
suspension by whatever means is practicable, and document such notice in the 
files of the building inspection division.

 
(2) Format. The licensee, upon notice of such emergency suspension, may request an 

informal meeting with the building official, which meeting shall be held as soon 
as is practicable, and in accordance with the procedures set forth in subsection (a) 
above.

(3) Order of the building official.  Following the conclusion of the informal meeting, 
the building official may take any action reasonably necessary to protect the 
public health, safety and welfare, including but not limited to issuing additional 
orders to the licensee, reinstating the license with restrictions, requesting a show 
cause notice and order from the Board, or lifting the suspension.  Should the 
building official take no action within fourteen (14) calendar days of the informal 
meeting, any emergency suspension shall be deemed lifted and no longer in 
effect.  Should no informal meeting be requested, the emergency suspension shall 
be deemed lifted within thirty (30) calendar days of issuance, or as ordered lifted 
by the building official, whichever occurs first.
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(4) Review of building official’s emergency suspension order. A licensee may at any 
time during the course of an emergency suspension file with the Board an 
application for an appeal of the emergency suspension order.  The Chair of the 
Board, or designee thereof, shall act as a hearing officer at the hearing.  The only 
issue the Chair is authorized to decide at a hearing to review an emergency 
suspension and the standard upon review is whether the emergency suspension 
order is supported by a preponderance of the evidence.

Notwithstanding the fact that a licensee has filed an application for an appeal of 
the emergency suspension, the building official may at any time file with the 
Board a request for a show cause notice in the same matter.

  
The filing of an application for an appeal of the emergency suspension before the 
Board shall constitute a waiver by the licensee of any subsequent conflict of 
interest claim against a Board member or the Board in a show cause hearing based 
on the claim by the licensee that the Board or any member thereof was familiar 
with the case due to licensee’s application for an appeal of the emergency 
suspension, or by having ruled on the emergency suspension.

If, at any time after an application for an appeal of an emergency suspension order 
has been filed, but before the chair issues an order, the building official lifts the 
suspension, the application for hearing shall be deemed withdrawn.

(5) Format.  To the extent practicable, a hearing on the emergency suspension shall 
be held in accordance with the procedure set forth in subsection (b) above.

(6) Burden.  The burden of going forward, as well as the burden of proof, rests with 
the cCity.

(7) Costs.  No costs shall be assessed against the licensee for the cost of holding a 
hearing held solely for the purpose of an appeal of an emergency suspension 
order.  Costs for records requests by any licensee shall be in accordance with the 
fee schedule set by the cCity.

(8) Order of the Board.  The Chair shall issue an order in accordance with the 
procedure set forth in subsection (b) above.  

(9) Appeal.  An appeal of the Chair’s order may be filed pursuant to C.R.C.P. Rule 
106.

(d) Denial or non-renewal of contractor’s license.  Any applicant who is denied a 
contractor’s license or whose license is not renewed by the building official, except when 
such decision based on an illegible or incomplete application, may file with the Board an 
application for a hearing on such action.  The format of the hearing, burdens, costs, and 
reconsideration and appeal matters shall be as set forth in subsection (b) above.  If, at any 
time after an application for a hearing is filed, but before an order is issued, the building 
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official issues or renews the applicant’s license, the application shall be deemed 
withdrawn.

Sec. 18-39.  Unlawful acts and penalty.

(a) Generally.  It shall be unlawful for any person to do or cause to be done or perform or 
cause to be performed any act contrary to or in violation of any of the provisions of this 
Code or any other policy, regulation, or code promulgated under this Code which is 
enforced and administered by the building inspection division. 

(1) Alternate methods, materials and equipment.  It shall be unlawful for any person 
to use any method, material, or equipment as an alternate to the methods, 
materials or equipment permitted by this Code, without first having obtained 
approval in the manner provided.

(2) Licensing.  It shall be unlawful to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, 
improve, remove, convert, or demolish any building, structure, or utility, or public 
improvement in the cCity without first obtaining a license in accordance with the 
provisions of article III, Contractor licensing.

(3) Permits.  It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, 
repair, move, improve, remove, convert, demolish, equip, use, occupy, or 
maintain any building or structure in the cCity or cause such to be done contrary 
to or in violation of any of the provisions of this Code and without first having 
obtained a permit as required by the provisions of this Code.  Permits for work in 
rights of way shall be in accordance with Chapter 78 of the Arvada Code of 
Ordinances.

(4) Licensee responsibility.  It shall be unlawful for any licensee to fail to comply 
with any responsibility set forth in section 18-72 of this chapter, or for a licensee 
to violate any such responsibility.

(5) Certificate of occupancy.  It shall be unlawful for any person to occupy any 
building or structure without first obtaining a certificate of occupancy, temporary 
certificate of occupancy, or certificate of completion as required by the provisions 
of this Code.

(6) Unsafe structures and equipment.  It shall be unlawful for any person to use or 
allow to be used any unsafe structure or equipment.  This prohibition shall apply 
to structures or equipment that are new, existing, under construction, or being 
demolished.

(7) Other.  It shall be unlawful to perform any act prohibited by a provision of this 
Code, or to fail to comply with any policy, dimension, or limitation imposed on 
the erection, alteration, maintenance or occupancy of any building, structure, or 
building service equipment, or to cause or permit the same to be done in violation 
of this Code.
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(b) Violation penalties. Any person, firm, or corporation convicted of a violation of any 
section of this chapter shall, for each offense, be punished by a fine, or imprisonment, or 
both, not to exceed the limits established in section 1-5 of the Arvada City Code. The 
denial, suspension, revocation, or restriction of any license, certificate, permit, or other 
privilege conferred by the city shall not be regarded as a penalty for purposes of this 
Code. Each day that a violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense. 

(c) Other.  In the event that any building, structure, or equipment is erected, constructed, 
reconstructed, altered, repaired, converted, demolished, moved, or maintained, or any 
building, structure or equipment is used in violation of this Code, the cCity may institute 
any appropriate action or proceedings to prevent such unlawful erection, construction, 
reconstruction, alteration, repair, conversion, maintenance, or occupancy, or to restrain, 
correct, or abate such violation or to prevent the use or occupancy of such building, 
structure, equipment, or land.  The imposition of any penalty under this subsection shall 
not preclude the cCity from instituting any appropriate action or proceeding to require 
compliance with the provisions of this Code and with administrative orders and 
determinations made under this Code.

(d) Notice of method of service.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, 
prosecution for any violation of any provision of this Code or any of the technical codes 
shall be initiated by the issuance of a summons and complaint in accordance with Chapter 
58, Municipal Court, of the Arvada City Code.

(e) Qualifications of technical officer or inspector not an element.  The cCity shall not be 
required to prove as an element of the case in any prosecution or proceeding related to a 
violation of any provision of the Code, that a technical officer or inspector is qualified.

(f) Expiration of permits.  Every permit issued by the building official under the provisions 
of the technical codes shall expire by limitation and become null and void, if the building 
or work authorized by such permit is not commenced within one hundred eighty (180) 
calendar days from the date of such permit, or if the building or work authorized by such 
permit is suspended or abandoned at any time after the work is commenced for a period 
of one hundred eighty (180) calendar days.  Work is considered to be suspended or 
abandoned if one hundred eighty (180) calendar days pass and no required inspections 
are called for.  Before such work can be recommenced, a new permit shall be first 
obtained to do so, and the fee shall be one half the amount required for a new permit for 
such work, provided no changes have been made or will be made in the original plans 
and specifications for such work; and provided further that such suspension or 
abandonment has not exceeded one year.  In order to renew action on a permit that has 
either been abandoned or expired for over one year, the permittee shall pay a new full 
permit fee.  

A permittee holding an unexpired permit may apply for an extension of the time within 
which work may commence under that permit when the permittee is unable to commence 
work within the time required by this section for good and satisfactory reasons.  The 
building official may extend the time for action by the permittee for a period not 
exceeding one hundred eighty (180) calendar days upon written request by the permittee 
showing that circumstances beyond the control of the permittee have prevented action 
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from being taken.  Permits shall not be extended more than once.  When the work 
authorized by a permit is suspended or abandoned by one contractor and continued by 
another contractor or the homeowner or when there is a change of contractors on an 
existing job, the new contractor or homeowner shall make application for a new permit.  
The fee for such new permit shall be one hundred dollars ($100.00) or as set forth in the 
administrative fee schedule established by this jurisdiction, which is subject to change 
from time to time, whichever is higher.

Any structure for which a building permit is issued that includes exterior additions or 
modifications; those exterior modifications shall be completed in less than two (2) years 
from issuance of the original permit. If the exterior work is not completed within that two 
(2) year time frame and complaints are received, the property will be considered a 
nuisance as defined in the Arvada Municipal Code and/or the International Property 
Maintenance Code and will be subject to legal action.

Exception: 1. at the discretion of the building official and for good cause any 
expired permit for work done within a residential dwelling unit can be reactivated 
for up to sixty (60) days.  A fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00) or as per the 
Administrative Fee Schedule, whichever is higher, shall be required.  If the codes 
related to the permitted work have changed since the permit expired, a new permit 
and full permit fee will be required.

Should weather or other conditions not within the control of the permittee preclude 
completion or an inspection of permitted work, the expiration date of the permit shall be 
held in abeyance for the number of days from the date of the postponed inspection until 
the date thata reasonable number of days, as determined by the building official, until the 
work and inspections areis completed.  The date  justification for the postponement of the 
postponed inspection and the date the inspection is performed shall be made a part of the 
permit recordfile.

Sec. 18-40 -18-41. Reserved.

Sec. 18-42. Fees.

(a) Payment of fees. A permit shall not be valid until the fees prescribed by law have been 
paid, nor shall an amendment to a permit be released until the additional fee, if any, has 
been paid.  If for any reason the fees for a permit, whether check or credit card, do not 
clear the bank or other financial institution, the permit becomes null and void.

Exception: The government of the United States of America, the State of 
Colorado and its political subdivisions, the city, and all agencies and departments 
thereof, shall be exempt from the payment of fees for work performed on 
buildings or structures owned wholly by such agencies or departments and 
devoted exclusively to governmental use.

(b) Schedule of permit fees. A fee set in accordance with the administrative fee schedule 
established by this jurisdiction shall be paid for any permit required by or related to this 
Code, or for any other service or application as noted in this Code.
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(c) Combination permit fees. When a combination permit is issued, the permit fee charged to 
the primary general contractor will generally include the fees due from other 
subcontractor's fees associated with that permit.

(d) Building permit valuations. The determination of value or valuation under the provisions 
of this chapter shall be based on the actual contract value or by the building valuation 
table as included in the administrative fee schedule established by this jurisdiction, 
whichever is higher. The valuation specified above shall be based on the cost figures per 
square foot shown in the most recent Building Valuation Data Chart published by in the 
Building Safety Journal of the International Code Council.  The cost figures from the 
Building Valuation Data shall be revised each year by applying the City Cost Index for 
Denver as shown in the most recent RSMeans Dataas the cost figures are adjusted in the 
Building Safety Journal.  The new cost data will become effective September January 1 
of each year.  If an applicant provides actual documentation of contract cost and those 
costs are more or less than those calculated by the building valuation data table, 
adjustments to the building permit and use tax fees may be made if an audit is requested. 
Audits shall be handled pursuant to Chapter 98.  The value to be used in computing the 
building permit and building plan review fees shall be the total value of all construction 
work for which the permit is issued as well as all finish work, painting, roofing, 
electrical, plumbing, heating, air conditioning, elevators, fire extinguishing systems and 
any other permanent equipment.  

(e) Work commencing before permit issuance. Any person who commences any work on a 
building, structure, electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system before obtaining the 
necessary permits shall be subject to an investigation fee set in accordance with the 
administrative fee schedule of this jurisdiction, in addition to the required permit fees. 

Exception: This provision shall not apply to emergency work when it can be 
demonstrated to the satisfaction of the building official that such work was 
urgently necessary and that it was not practical or possible to obtain a permit prior 
to the commencement of such work. In all such cases, any person performing 
emergency work, including equipment replacement or repair, shall notify the 
building inspection division by telephone or facsimile of the commencement of 
the work before the end of the next working business day, and shall submit to the 
building inspection division a permit application within one week of the 
commencement of the work. Any unreasonable delay in obtaining such permit 
shall result in the assessment of an investigation fee, in addition to the required 
permit fees.

(f) Related fees. The payment of the fee for the construction, alteration, removal, or 
demolition for work done in connection to or concurrently with the work authorized by a 
building permit shall not relieve the applicant or holder of the permit from the payment of 
other fees that are prescribed by law.

(g) Plan review fees. When submittal documents are required, a plan review fee shall be paid 
at the time of submitting the submittal documents for plan review. Said plan review fee 
shall be assessed in accordance with the administrative fee schedule established by this 
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jurisdiction.

(h) Reinspection fees. When a reinspection is called for under this Code, or is necessary in 
the opinion of the building official, the reinspection shall not be performed until a 
reinspection fee, assessed in accordance with the administrative fee schedule established 
by this jurisdiction, is paid.  The reinspection fee may be waived for good cause shown 
by the licensee and at the discretion of the building official.

(i) Refunds. The building official is authorized to establish a refund policy. 

Sec. 18-43.  Posting of premises; inspections.

Prior to the commencement of any work regulated by any of the technical codes, the 
permit holder shall post the property in such a way that the address of the property is 
clearly visible from the street.  The building official may refuse to inspect any premises 
not posted in accordance with this section.

Sec. 18-44.  Reserved

Sec. 18-45.  Moved buildings.

(a) Moved buildings. Buildings, structures and their building service equipment moved into 
or within this jurisdiction shall comply with the provisions of the technical codes for new 
buildings or structures and their building service equipment. It is the intent of the city to 
require any person who moves a building into or within the city to provide the city with 
the financial assurance that the exterior of the building will be completed and that the lot 
or tract of land upon which a building is placed complies with applicable codes and 
requirements, including subdivision regulations of the city. It is further the intent of the 
city to require any person who moves a building into or within or out of the city to 
provide the city with a financial security for any damage that may occur to any public 
street or other public facility. This article does not apply to any manufactured home 
moved into the city that is subject to the provisions of C.R.S. §§ 31-23-301(5) and 31-23-
303(3) or to any other manufactured building moved into or within the city.

(b) Pre-move inspection. Prior to issuance of a permit, the building official may make or 
cause to be made an inspection of the structure to be moved. A pre-move inspection fee 
as set forth in the administrative fee schedule established by this jurisdiction, as well as 
travel expenses based upon current Internal Revenue Service mileage reimbursable rates, 
shall be paid to the city in advance of the pre-move inspection. Upon completion of the 
inspection, the building official shall transmit to the applicant a letter, setting forth in 
general terms, those areas or items of the structure which fail to meet thise building  
Ccode.

(c) Moving permit required. Any person who moves a building into, within, through, or out 
of the city is required to obtain a moving permit from the building official. In addition to 
the other requirements of this article, the city may designate the streets over which the 
building may be moved and the time of the day and the days of the week during which 
the building may be moved. The traffic engineer may also require a permittee to obtain 
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permits or secure the approval from any telephone, electric, gas, railroad, bus, or cable 
television company or from the state department of highways or from any other 
governmental or public entity that may be affected by the moving of a building.

(d) Building permit required. No person will prepare any building for a move or move any 
building to any lot or tract of land within the city unless such person has first obtained a 
building permit for such building on such lot or tract of land.

(e) Deposit and right of entry. Before the city issues a moving permit to move a building into 
or within the city, a deposit of funds with the city is required to assure the city of the 
completion of the exterior of the building and associated sitework. The amount deposited 
will be an amount equal to one hundred fifty percent (150%) of the cost of completing the 
exterior of the moved building, as determined by the building official, on the lot or tract 
of land to which it is moved, including grading and landscaping. The completion of the 
exterior of a moved building must be completed within one year from the date of 
issuance of the building permit. Upon completion of the exterior to the reasonable 
satisfaction of the building official, the deposit will be returned within fourteen (14) 
calendar days. Should the permittee fail to complete the exterior of the building, the funds 
necessary to complete the exterior of the building, including grading and landscaping, 
will be expended from the permittee's deposit to perform, either by city forces or by a 
contractor for the city, the work necessary to complete the exterior. After work on the 
exterior is completed, any balance of the amount deposited will be returned to the 
permittee, less a ten percent (10%) administrative fee for the city based on the amount 
expended to complete the exterior. As a condition of issuing a moving permit, the 
building official will require the permittee to sign a right of entry authorizing the city or 
its contractor to enter upon the lot or tract of land for the purpose of performing all work 
necessary to complete the exterior, including grading, landscaping, driveway, water and 
sewer service lines, curbs and gutters, and site work. The right of entry will include the 
legal description of the lot or tract of land, and the city will record the right of entry in the 
records of the county clerk and recorder. 

Secs. 18-468 – 18-70.  Reserved.

Section 4.  Article III, Contractor Licensing, of Chapter 18, Buildings and Building Regulations, 
of the Arvada City Code is hereby enacted to read as follows:

ARTICLE III.  CONTRACTOR LICENSING

Sec. 18-71. General requirement.

(a) License required.  No contractor shall perform any work or services in the construction, 
erection, addition, alteration, repair, equipping, moving, removal, conversion or 
demolition of any building or structure governed by this chapter in the city unless such 
contractor shall have first applied for, paid the required fee and obtained a valid license 
authorizing the performance of such work within the classifications hereinafter set forth. 
Contractors shall maintain a current and valid license while performing any work 
governed by this chapter.  
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(1) Except as set forth in section 18-74(a)(5), Class V-B Homeowner’s “Limited” 
Building, an owner/occupant shall not be required to apply for a contractor’s 
license to perform work at his or her home.  However, an owner-/occupant must 
secure a permit for work when such a permit is required, and all work governed 
by this Code that is performed by an owner-/occupant must be done in accordance 
with this Code.

(b) Reserved. 

(bc) License examination.  The building official may establish reasonable examination 
procedures for issuance of licenses to assure that the applicant has the knowledge and 
capability to perform work in accordance with the regulations of this chapter. The 
building official may accept an examination result from another jurisdiction. The building 
official shall not deny a license to any person or firm conforming to the requirements of 
this chapter and other applicable law, subject to section 18-37.  

(cd) Application form and fee.  Application for contractor's licenses and renewal thereof shall 
be on forms designated by the city for such purpose, and each application shall be 
accompanied by a fee as set forth in the administrative fee schedule established by this 
jurisdiction. A final review and appropriate action shall be taken on such license 
application, and the applicant shall be notified accordingly.  

(1) Requirements.  All applications for contractor licenses must be legible and 
complete in every detail.  The building official shall not accept any application 
that is not complete in every detail.  If an omission or error is discovered by the 
building official, the application shall be rejected and returned to the applicant for 
completion or correction without further action by the building official.  All fees 
shall be returned with the rejected application.

(2) Eligibility.  To be eligible for a contractor’s license, an applicant must be 
compliant in requesting timely inspections.

(i) At the time an application for a contractor’s license or renewal thereof is 
filed, the building official shall conduct a search of building records to 
determine if the applicant has complied with his responsibilities pursuant 
to section 18-72(l) for all work permitted on or after the effective date of 
this ordinance.

(ii) If the search reveals open jobs for which no inspection has been requested 
in accordance with the law, the building official shall notify the applicant 
of such open or incomplete work.  The building official may take other 
action as appropriate, such as ordering the applicant to close out all open 
or incomplete work within a time certain or to show good cause why the 
applicant could not comply with his responsibilities.  The building official 
may issue a restricted license to such applicant, but in no event shall such 
restricted license be valid for more than sixty (60) calendar days from the 
date of issuance.  A contractor holding a restricted license issued pursuant 
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to this section may re-apply for a license following the expiration of the 
restricted license in accordance with the licensing and fee provisions set 
forth herein.

(e) Liability for subcontractors.  The licensee shall be responsible for all work included in 
the licensee's contract and authorized in the licensee's permit whether or not such work is 
done by the licensee, licensee's employee or agent or a subcontractor of the licensee.  

(f) Incomplete work.  In the event a job or structure is not pursued to completion and work is 
stopped for any period exceeding one hundred eighty (180) calendar days, or sixty (60) 
calendar days in the case of the installation of new or replacement mechanical systems, 
the licensee shall notify the building inspection division of such stoppage and shall take 
reasonable steps to protect and to prevent the equipment or structure from deteriorating to 
the condition of a dangerous or unsafe structure. 

Exception:  Any work stoppage caused solely by a refusal of the property owner 
to allow completion of the work shall not be considered a violation of this 
chapter, if the contractor has filed the appropriate form and documentation for a 
refusal to allow entry in accordance with section 18-33(bc).  In a case where the 
expiration date of a permit has been held in abeyance, the operation of this 
provision shall be suspended for the period of time during which that date has 
been held in abeyance; once this period has passed, this section shall again apply.

Sec. 18-72.  Responsibilities.

All licensees shall be responsible for any work requiring a permit under the provisions of this 
chapter, without limitation to the items as herein listed to:

(a) Provide generally recognized safety measures and equipment to protect laborers and the 
public in general;

(b) Present the required city license card when required by the building official or the 
building official's authorized representative;

(c) Inform the building inspection division promptly of any change in licensee's address or 
telephone number;

(d) Obtain a permit when the same is required;

(e) Provide correct and honest factual information on all applications for permits; 

(f) Pay all fees assessed under authority of this chapter and other city regulations and to 
accurately inform the customer of the exact permit fee and other costs associated with 
obtaining a permit;

(g) Construct without substantial departure from or disregard of drawings and specifications 
when such drawings and specifications have been filed and approved by the building 
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inspection division and permit issued for same unless changes are approved by the 
building inspection division;

(h) Perform the activity authorized by a permit in a proficient, workmanlike manner 
consistent with acceptable building practices;

(i) Complete all work authorized by the permit issued under the authority of this chapter 
unless good cause is proved;

(j) Notify the building official when work is ready for inspection, and provide access to and 
means for the inspection, or if access to the work has been denied by the property owner, 
to comply with the requirements of section 18-33(bc);

(k) Obtain all required inspections and special inspections when the same are required by this 
chapter;

(l) Take all reasonable actions to assist the building inspection division in ensuring that all 
inspections, including a final inspection, are completed before the expiration of the 
building permit.  This includes, but is not limited to, ensuring that work subject to 
inspection is not concealed by subsequent work, assisting in making timely arrangements 
for inspections so that approvals may be completed before a permit expires, and engaging 
in timely and continuing communications with the division concerning the inspection 
process until a final inspection is completed and the permit is closed;

(m) Obtain a final inspection and approval, a certificate of completion, a temporary certificate 
of occupancy, or a certificate of occupancy, when required, upon completion of the work 
authorized by the licensee's permit;

(n) Keep streets and sidewalks that are adjacent to construction sites and open to the public 
traffic free of obstructions, construction materials, equipment, debris, mud, dirt or any 
other material that may be a hindrance or hazard to vehicular or pedestrian traffic;

(o) Observe and conform to all of the rules and regulations governing construction and land 
use in the city; and

(p) Comply with all orders, conditions, and restrictions issued by written order of the 
building official or the Board.

Sec. 18-73. Validity.

(a) Change in ownership.  A change in name or ownership of a licensed entity shall have the 
legal effect of terminating the license. Therefore, all such changes shall be reported by 
the licensee to the building inspection division, a new license obtained, and a new license 
fee paid prior to any new construction work or before continuing any construction work.  

(b) Incorporation.  Incorporation or dissolution of a corporation and creation of a new legal 
entity that requires a license, even though one or more stockholders or directors have a 
license, shall terminate the license. All such changes shall be reported to the building 
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inspection division, a new license obtained, and a new license fee paid prior to any new 
construction work or before continuing any construction work.  

(c) Change in partnership.  The creation of a partnership or a change in any general or 
managing partner requires that a new license be obtained, and a new license fee paid, 
even though one or more of the partners are licensed.  

(d) Dissolution of entity.  The dissolution of a corporation or partnership that has been 
licensed terminates the license and no individual or firm may operate under such license.  

(e) Change of name.  In the case where it is desired to change the name of a presently 
licensed firm, partnership or corporation where there is no change in ownership, a new 
license shall be issued under the new name, without charge, upon surrender of the 
previously issued license.  

(f) Licenses not transferable.  Licenses are not transferable, and the use of one contractor's 
license by any other contractor shall be a violation of this chapter.  

(g) Upgrade of license classification.  When a contractor requests an upgrade to a higher 
license classification, and upon verification of his ability to perform satisfactorily in that 
classification, a new license shall be issued and a new fee shall be charged, if the current 
license will expire less than six (6) months of the date of the request. If the license will 
expire six or more months after the date of the request, the difference in license fees shall 
be charged.  

Sec. 18-74.  Classification.

(a) General.  There shall be various classes of contractors' licenses, and the holder of each 
license shall be authorized to do the following:  

(1) Class I-B Builder's Unlimited License.  This license shall entitle the holder to  
erect, add to, alter, demolish, or repair any building or structure.  construct, erect, 
alter, repair or demolish any structural type or occupancy group. It is the 
responsibility of the licensee that all subcontractors in its employ are properly 
licensed.  

(2) Class II-B Builder's License.  This license shall entitle the holder to erect, add to, 
alter or repair any building or structure classified as less than a high rise, as 
defined by the International Building Code (IBC). The demolition of any building 
or structure classified as less than a high rise is permitted.  construct, alter, repair 
or demolish single-family dwellings, two-family dwellings, townhouses, 
condominiums and apartment buildings not exceeding three stories in height and 
not having more than seven dwelling units and not involving reinforced concrete 
above grade. The licensee may complete nonstructural interior finish or remodel 
of any type of building. The holder of a Class II-B license may perform any work 
authorized by a Class III-B and a Class IV-B license. It shall be the responsibility 
of the licensee that all subcontractors in its employ are properly licensed.  
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(3) Class III-B Builder's Miscellaneous License.  This license shall entitle the holder 
to erect, add to, alter or repair one- and two-family dwellings, U Occupancy 
buildings and attached single-unit dwellings (IRC townhouses). The demolition of 
any one- and two-dwelling building or U Occupancy building or structure is 
permitted.  construct, alter or repair non-habitable buildings or portions of 
habitable buildings or structures, such as private garages, carports, patios, sheds, 
basement finishes and non-structural remodel of residential occupancies, signs, 
swimming pools or fences. This license shall also allow minor nonstructural 
repair or remodel of less than two thousand dollars ($2,000) valuation on any type 
of building. This license shall be issued to building demolition contractors. The 
holder of a Class III-B license may perform any work authorized by a Class IV-B 
license.  

(4) Class IV-B Builder's Subcontractor's License.  This license shall be issued to 
those engaged in contracting for labor or for labor and material involving only 
one trade, such as masonry, framing, insulation, drywalling, glazing, concrete flat 
work, irrigation systems, siding, elevator contractors, automatic fire protection 
systems, solar panel installation, installation of radon mitigation system, fire 
detection systems, or burglar alarms, or building demolition, but shall not 
authorize any electrical, plumbing or mechanical work. Contractors doing minor 
installation of prefabricated or manufactured units, such as countertops, storm 
windows, gutters and down spouts or carpet, shall not be required to obtain a 
license.  

(5) Class V-B Homeowner's "Limited" Building License.  This license shall be issued 
to an individual and is limited to the building of a single-family residence to be 
owned and occupied by the licensee. The licensee may perform all or part of the 
work personally or act as a general contractor; in either case, the licensee shall be 
fully responsible for the performance of all the work in accordance with the city's 
building codes and, further, shall pursue the completion of all work in an orderly 
and diligent manner. Documentation shall be submitted with the permit 
application to show that the individual owns the property to be built on and that if 
there is a construction loan, the loan is issued to the individual.  

(6) Class VI-P Plumbing License.  This license shall entitle the holder to contract for 
and perform all work involving sanitary plumbing, potable water piping, the 
installation of plumbing appliances and apparatus and related plumbing work. To 
be qualified as a plumbing contractor, the person, firm, partnership, corporation, 
association or other organization must either be or employ full-time a master 
plumber licensed by the state according to C.R.S. § 12-15558-101 et seq. It shall 
be the responsibility of the applicant to provide evidence of the state license to the 
city.  

(7) Class VII-M Mechanical License.  This license shall entitle the holder to erect, 
install or construct all mechanical systems, including hot water heating systems, 
air conditioning systems, refrigeration systems, or install boilers, evaporative 
coolers, and sheet metal work. This license shall entitle the holder to replace 
existing domestic water heaters, boilers, and evaporative coolers, and all 
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connections thereto. Other connections to the potable water system must be 
performed by either a state-licensed master plumber in the employ of the licensed 
mechanical contractor or city-licensed plumbing contractor unless specifically 
exempted in the Colorado State Plumbing Code. Line voltage electrical work 
must be done by a city-registered electrical contractor.  

(8) Class VIII-D Building Moving License.  This license shall entitle the holder to 
move any building or structure, subject to all applicable regulations of the city. 
Before a moving license is granted, the applicant shall file with the building 
official, a Certificate of Insurance in the same amounts and subject to the same 
requirements as for municipal contractors' licenses set forth in section 78-1838.  

(9) Class IX-R Builder's Roofing License.  This license shall entitle the holder to do 
roofing of any building or structure including nonstructural decking repair or 
replacement.  

(b) Limited license.  All license categories except for Class 1-B Builder's Unlimited License, 
Class VI-P Plumbing License, Class VII-M Mechanical License, and Class VIII-D 
Building Moving License may be issued as a "limited license." A limited license will 
allow the owner or tenant of a building to do specific work relative to his building or 
tenant space, and may be issued at the discretion of the building official, when the owner 
or tenant has demonstrated his ability to perform said work. All contractor limited license 
fees shall be one-half of the regular license fee as set forth in the administrative fee 
schedule established by this jurisdiction.  

(c) Registration of electrical contractors.  

(1) Registration.  It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in electrical 
contracting in the City of Arvada without being duly registered as provided in this 
chapter.

(2) Qualifications.  To be qualified for registration as an electrical contractor, an 
applicant must hold a valid electrical contractor’s license issued by the state 
according to C.R.S. § 12-11523-101 et seq.  It shall be the responsibility of the 
applicant to provide evidence of the state license to the city.

(3) Registration forms.  Registration under this chapter shall be on forms furnished by 
the building inspection division.  All registrations shall be valid for one year from 
date of issue.  The continuation or completion of work in progress shall require 
the renewal of an expired registration.  No fee shall be charged to process a 
registration form.

(4) Expiration and renewal.  Registration expiration shall be as outlined in section 
18-75.

(5) Other provisions apply.  Except as set forth in this subsection (c), all other 
provisions of this code apply to registered electrical contractors.
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Sec. 18-75.  Expiration and renewal.

(a) Expiration.  The VI-P Plumbing Contractor license shall expire three years from the date 
of issue or upon the expiration date of the plumbing contractor’s license issued by the 
state, whichever is sooner.  Electrical contractor registrations shall expire three years 
from date of issue or upon the expiration date of the electrical contractor’s license issued 
by the state, whichever is sooner.  All other licenses and registrations shall expire one 
year from date of issue.  Expired licenses and registrations shall be renewed, and a new 
license fee, where applicable, paid prior to continuation or completion of work.  

(b) Renewal license fee.  The fee for the renewal of a contractor's license shall be the same as 
those set forth for the contractor's license in the administrative fee schedule established 
by this jurisdiction.  

Sec. 18-76.  Qualified supervisors.

(a) When required.  The respective licensees, whether individuals, firms or corporations, 
shall not be required to possess those skills and qualifying experience records required 
for the work they are permitted to do under the terms and provisions of their respective 
licenses, provided that they retain in their business a supervisor whose skills and 
qualifying experience records are such that he would be qualified to supervise all work in 
his principal's license category. The respective licensees' rights to do business shall be 
dependent upon the continued retention of the designated supervisors in active, full-time 
capacity.  

(b) Termination of supervisor.  Whenever a designated supervisor terminates his association 
with a licensee or otherwise becomes inactive, the licensee shall immediately notify the 
building inspection division. In such event, the license shall be deemed to be suspended 
and there shall be a thirty (30) calendar day grace period from the date of termination of 
the supervisor in order to acquire a proper supervisor before complete termination of the 
license. Should the supervisor be replaced, such fact shall be made known to the building 
inspection division. If the proposed replacement is found to meet the required 
qualifications, the license shall again be deemed in full force and effect without 
imposition of an additional license fee for the license period.  

(c) Qualifications of supervisor.  Each individual who is to act as a supervisor shall work 
proposed to be done. Each individual who is to act as a supervisor shall be designated as 
such in each application for a license.  Each supervisor shall be required to take a license 
examination in accordance with section 18-71(bc) or provide information as requested to 
demonstrate knowledge and proficiency to perform work in accordance with the 
regulations of this chapter.

Secs. 18-77 - 18-100.  Reserved.

Section 5.  Article IV, International Building Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings and Building 
Regulations, of the Arvada City Code, is hereby amended by adopting by reference the 
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20152018 edition of the International Building Code, subject to the additions, amendments, and 
deletions set forth as follows:

ARTICLE IV. INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE

Sec. 18-101. Adopted.

Pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq. and the Arvada City Charter, the International Building 
Code, 20152018 Edition, including Appendixes C and I, published by the International Code 
Council, 4051 Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, IL  60478, is hereby adopted by reference 
and incorporated into the city Code. All other appendices are deleted.

The 20152018 International Building Code shall be known as the “I.B.C.” or the “building code” 
and may be cited and referred to as such.

Sec. 18-102. – I.B.C. – Section 101.1, Title.

Section 101.1. Title, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“101.1. Title.  These regulations shall be known as the Building Code of Arvada, 
hereinafter referred to as “this code.””

Sec. 18-103. – I.B.C. – Section 105.5, Expiration.

Section 105.5. Expiration, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“105.5. Expiration.  Expiration of permits shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-39(f).”

Sec. 18-104. – I.B.C. – Section 109, Fees.

Section 109. Fees, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“109. Fees.  The fees for all work shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-42.”

Sec. 18-105. – I.B.C. – Section 113, Board of Appeals.

Section 113. Board of Appeals is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

“113.1 Board of Appeals.  Appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the 
building official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be in 
accordance with Section 18-36.”

Sec. 18-106. – I.B.C. – Section 114.4, Violation penalties.

Section 114.4.  Violation penalties, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  
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“114.4.  Violation penalties.  Any violation of the building code shall be punishable by a 
fine, or imprisonment, or both, not to exceed the limits established in Section 1-5 of the 
Arvada City Codes.”  

Sec. 18-107. - I.B.C. – Section 903.3.1, Standards.

Section 903.3.1.  Standards, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

"903.3.1. Standards.  Sprinkler systems shall be designed and installed in accordance 
with sections 903.3.1.1, 903.3.1.2, 903.3.1.3, or as set forth in Appendix B of the 
International Fire Code, as adopted and amended."  

Sec. 18-107. – I.B.C. – Section 303.1.4. Accessory to places of religious worship.

Section 303.1.4.  Accessory to places of religious worship, is hereby amended by adding a 
second paragraph as follows:  

“303.1.4. Accessory to places of religious worship.  Rooms and spaces within places of 
religious worship providing overnight homeless sheltering for fewer than 50 occupants, 
for less than 16 continuous hours, shall be classified as part of the primary occupancy 
notwithstanding any other provisions of this code which would disallow overnight 
occupancy in such rooms or spaces, and provided the aggregate area used for sleeping is 
less than 10,000 square feet and has all of the following: 

 exiting and emergency lighting
 operational smoke alarms and carbon monoxide alarms in all sleeping areas 
 a minimum of one awake attendant 
 an emergency plan

An operational permit and an approved emergency plan for such use may be required on 
an annual basis through the governing Fire Code Official subject to review of compliance 
with these provisions.”

Sec. 18-108. – I.B.C. – Section 419.1 General.

 Section 419.1 General, is hereby amended to read as follows:  

“419.1. General.  A live/work unit shall comply with Sections 419.1 through 419.9.

Exception: Dwelling or sleeping units that include an office that is less than 10 percent of 
the area of the dwelling unit are permitted to be classified as dwelling units with 
accessory occupancies in accordance with Section 508.2.

Single family homes, duplexes, and townhomes built in accordance with the International 
Residential Code may include up to 300 square feet of area within the dwelling unit and 
attached garage or 600 square feet in a detached building accessory to the dwelling unit, 
for uses that would otherwise be classified as B, M, F, or S Occupancies in accordance 
with this code, without complying with the provisions of this code.  Operational permits 



29

and limitation of quantities of hazardous materials in accordance with the International 
Fire Code are required. Alterations to these spaces shall be in accordance with the 
International Residential Code.”

Sec. 18-109. – I.B.C. – Section 902.1.  Pump and riser room size.

Section 902.1 Pump and riser room size, is hereby amended to read as follows:  

“902.1. Pump and riser room size. Where provided, fire pump rooms and automatic 
sprinkler system riser rooms shall be designed with adequate space for all equipment 
necessary for the installation, as defined by the manufacturer, with sufficient working 
space around the stationary equipment. Clearances around equipment to elements of 
permanent construction, including other installed equipment and appliances, shall be 
sufficient to allow inspection, service, repair or replacement without removing such 
elements of permanent construction or disabling the function of a required fire-resistance-
rated assembly. Fire pump and automatic sprinkler system riser rooms shall be provided 
with doors and unobstructed passageways large enough to allow removal of the largest 
piece of equipment. The room shall provide a minimum of 36 square feet working space 
around a fire pump or automatic sprinkler system riser.”

Sec. 18-11008. – I.B.C. – Section 903.1.  General.

Section 903.1 General, is hereby amended by adding the following subsections:

“903.1.2 Location of sprinkler control valves.  When automatic sprinkler systems are 
required within a building and the system serves more than one tenant space, the main 
control valves shall be located within an approved room that is accessible directly from 
the building exterior.  The door shall be not less than three (3) feet in width by six (6) feet 
in height.”

“903.1.3 Fire department access. Any change of occupancy of an existing building that 
does not have approved fire department access as required in Chapter 5 of the 
International Fire Code may be required by the fire code official to have an automatic fire 
sprinkler system installed regardless of the building size.”

“903.1.4 Multi-tenant buildings. In buildings that have warehouse space(s) that have the 
ability to allow high-piled combustible storage per Chapter 32 of the International Fire 
Code shall have a fire line installed with a main that runs the length of the building for 
future addition of fire sprinkler systems.”

Sec. 18-111. – I.B.C. – Section 904.131.5, Domestic cooking systemsappliances used for 
commercial purposes.

Section 904.131.5.  Domestic cooking systems appliances used for commercial purposes, is 
hereby amended by adding item number four (4.) added to read as follows:  

"904.11.5. Domestic cooking appliances used for commercial purposes.  Domestic 
cooking appliances utilized for commercial purposes shall be provided with Type I or 
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Type II hoods as required for the type of appliances and processes in accordance with 
sections 507.2, 507.2.1, and 507.2.2 of the I.M.C.
Exception:

1. When a single piece of residential cooking equipment is installed within Groups 
A, B, E, F, I, S and R-4 occupancies for use in warming and cooking purposes 
and where grease laden vapors are not produced, a residential type hood with fire 
suppression capabilities may be installed in place of a Type I hood after review by 
and approval of the fire code official and building code official.  A Commercial 
Cooking Hood Waiver Request form is available from the building inspection 
division."  

“4.  In Group R-4 occupancies where domestic cooking facilities are installed in 
accordance with Section 407.2.3 of the International Building Code.”

Sec. 18-112 – I.B.C. – Section 903.4.2.  Alarms.

Section 903.4.2. Alarms, is hereby amended to read as follows and with the added subsection: 

“903.4.2. Alarms. An approved audible/visual alarm device, located on the exterior of the 
building in an approved location, shall be connected to each automatic sprinkler system. 
Such sprinkler waterflow alarm devices shall be activated by waterflow equivalent to the 
flow of a single sprinkler of the smallest orifice size installed in the system. Where a fire 
alarm system is installed, actuation of the automatic sprinkler system shall actuate the 
building fire alarm system and cause notification as set forth in Section 907.5. When 
buildings have multiple tenant spaces notification devices shall be installed in accordance 
with Section 907.5 in each tenant space.”

“903.4.2.1 Audible and visual signals. Audible and visual fire alarm notification devices 
shall be connected to every automatic sprinkler system. Such audible and visual devices 
shall be activated throughout the building upon water flow. When buildings have 
multiple tenant spaces, notification devices shall be installed in accordance with Section 
907.5 in each tenant space.”

Sec. 18-109. – I.B.C. – Section 907.2.3, Group E.

Section 907.2.3.  Group E, is hereby amended by amending the first exception in its entirety to 
read as follows:  

"1. An approved automatic smoke and heat detection system and manual fire alarm 
system shall be installed in Group E occupancies.”

Sec. 18-110. – I.B.C. – Section 907.2.11.2,  Groups R-2, R-3, R-4 and I-1.

Section 907.2.11.2.  Groups R-2, R-3, R-4 and I-1 is hereby amended by adding # 4 to read as 
follows: 

“4. In residential occupancies, when smoke detectors are installed in finished 
basements in accordance with the requirements of this code, if any portion of the 
basement that is over 100 sq. ft. in size is unfinished and is separated from the 
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finished area, an additional smoke detector shall also be installed in the unfinished 
area and shall be connected to activate the other smoke detectors in the structure 
when this detector activates.”

Sec. 18-1131. – I.B.C. – Section 907.5.2.2.  Emergency voice/alarm communication

Sec. 907.5.2.2. Emergency voice/alarm communication, is hereby amended by adding the 
following subsection:

“907.5.2.2.6. Intelligibility. The intelligibility of a voice/alarm communication system 
shall be tested in an objective manner in accordance with NFPA 72.”

Sec. 18-114. – I.B.C. – Section 912.2. Location.

Sec. 912.2. Location, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

“912.2. Location. With respect to hydrants, driveways, buildings and landscaping, fire 
department connections shall be so located that fire apparatus and hose connected to 
supply the system will not obstruct access to the buildings for other fire apparatus.  The 
fire department connection for automatic sprinkler systems and standpipe systems shall 
be located a minimum of 50 feet and a maximum 150 feet (45,720 mm) of a fire 
hydrant.” 

Sec. 18-115. – I.B.C. – Section 912.4.1. Locking fire department connection caps.

Sec. 912.4.1. Locking fire department connection caps, is hereby amended in to read as follows: 

“912.4.1. Locking fire department connection caps.  Approved locking fire department 
connection caps shall be installed on all new water-based fire protection systems. 
Locking fire department connection caps shall be installed when fire department 
connection caps are found missing on existing water-based fire protection systems and 
the fire department connection is subjected to internal obstructions.”

1010.1.10, Panic and fire exit hardware.

Section 1010.1.10.  Panic and fire exit hardware, is hereby amended by amending the second 
paragraph in its entirety to read as follows:  

"1010.1.10. Panic and fire exit hardware.  Each door in a means of egress from an 
occupancy of Group A, or E having an occupant load of 50 or more and any occupancy 
of Group H-1, H-2, H-3, or H-5 shall not be provided with a latch or a lock unless it is 
panic hardware or fire exit hardware."

Sec. 18-112. – I.B.C. – Section 1013.1.1, Additional exit signs.

Section 1013.1.1.  Additional exit signs, is hereby added to read as follows:  
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"1013.1.1.  Additional exit signs.  When exit signs are required by the building code, 
additional low-level exit signs, which are internally or externally illuminated, photo 
luminescent, or self-luminous shall be provided in corridors serving guestrooms in Group 
R, Division 1 occupancies and amusement buildings. The bottom of such sign shall not 
be less than six inches (152 mm) nor more than eight inches (203 mm) above the floor 
level and shall indicate the path of exit travel. For exit and exit-access doors, the sign 
shall be on the floor or adjacent to the door with the closest edge of the sign within four 
inches (102 mm) of the doorframe."  

Sec. 18-113. – I.B.C. – Section 1504.1.1, Wind resistance of asphalt shingles.

Section 1504.1.1.  Wind resistance of asphalt shingles, is hereby amended in its entirety to read 
as follows:

“1504.1.1. Wind resistance of asphalt shingles.  Asphalt shingles shall be installed in 
accordance with Section 1507.2.7.  For roofs located where the basic wind speed in 
accordance with Figure 1609 is greater than 110 mph, asphalt shingles shall be tested in 
accordance with ASTM D 3161, Class F.  As an alternative, load and wind resistance of 
asphalt shingle roof coverings shall be determined in accordance with Section 1609.5.2.”

Sec. 18-1164. – I.B.C. – Section 1507.2.89.4, Step and counter flashing.

Section 1507.2.89.4.  Step and counter flashing, is added to read as follows:

“1507.2.89.4. Step and counter flashing. Step and counter flashing, or an approved 
alternative method of flashing is required around evaporative coolers, skylights and 
other similar roof openings.”

Sec.18-117.5 – I.B.C. – Section 1511.6, Flashing.

Section 1511.6.  Flashing, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph to read as follows:

“1511.6. Flashing. Step and counter flashing, or an approved alternative method of 
flashing is required around evaporative coolers, skylights and other similar roof 
openings.”

Sec. 18-116. – I.B.C. – Section 1608.1, General.

Section 1608.1.  General, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph to read as follows:  

"1608.1.  General.  Design snow loads for this jurisdiction are: roof snow load = 30 psf 
(1.44 kN/m2); ground snow load = 25 psf (1.2 kN/m2)."

 
Sec. 18-1187. – I.B.C. – Section 1609.3, Basic wind speed.

Section 1609.3.  Basic wind speed, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:
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“1609.3.  Basic wind speed.  The wind speeds for the City of Arvada are 136Vult from 
the Eastern city limit West to Highway 93.  The wind speed for areas West of Highway 
93 is 15042Vult.”

Sec. 18-1198. – I.B.C. – Section 1609.4, Exposure category.

Section 1609.4.  Exposure category, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph to read as 
follows:  

“1609.4.  Exposure category. The building official may accept an exposure classification 
from a qualified engineer, licensed with the state, if a detailed analysis of site conditions 
adjacent to the proposed project or structure is provided to support the engineer's 
recommendation. If an engineer's analysis is not provided, an exposure classification of 
“C” shall be used.”

Sec. 18-12019. – I.B.C. – Section 1803.5.3, Expansive soils.

Section 1803.5.3.  Expansive soils, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“1083.5.3. Expansive soils.  Expansive soils are deemed present throughout most of the 
city. A soils report and engineered foundation plan are required for all new construction. 
Such plans must be prepared by a state registered professional engineer. The documents 
must specifically include design computations for pier diameter and length, describe 
methods to provide restraint from lateral soil pressures, provide a slab performance risk 
evaluation, compaction, and soil preparation requirements for slabs on grade, and other 
information deemed necessary by the engineer of record.  

Exception: If the existing foundation of an R-3 residential building is performing 
adequately, foundations for additions to existing buildings are allowed to match 
the existing foundation type. An open hole soils investigation by a state licensed 
engineer may be required.”

Sec. 18-120. – I.B.C. – Section 2902.2, Separate facilities.

Section 2902.2.  Separate Facilities, is hereby amended by adding Exception Number 4 to read 
as follows:

“4.     When approved by the Chief Building Official for good cause, in existing 
buildings, separate facilities are not required for “B” occupancies when the 
occupant load does not exceed 30 and when the existing bathroom meets the 
requirements for accessibility of the disabled.”   

Sec. 18-121. – I.B.C. – Section 3002.10, Handrails.

Section 3002.10.  Handrails, is hereby added to read as follows:  

“3002.10.  Handrails.  A handrail shall be provided on one wall of the car, preferably the 
rear. The rails shall be smooth and the inside surface at least 1 1/2 inches (38 mm) clear 
of the walls at a nominal height of 32 inches (813 mm) from the floor.  
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Nominal = +1 inch (25 mm).

Note:  Thirty-two inches (813 mm) required to reduce interference with car controls 
where lowest button is centered at 35 inches (889 mm) above floor.”

Sec. 18-122. – I.B.C. – Section 3009, Permits and certificates of inspection.

Section 3009.  Permits and certificates of inspection, is hereby added to read as follows:

Sec. 18-123. – I.B.C. – Section 3009.1, Permits Required.

Section 3009.1. Permits Required, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“3009.1. Permits required.  It shall be unlawful to hereafter install any new elevator or 
conveying system, or to make major alterations to any existing elevator or conveying 
system without first obtaining a permit for such installation from the building official.  
Permits shall not be required for maintenance or minor alterations.”

Sec. 18-124. – I.B.C. – Section 3009.2, Certificate of inspection required.

Section 3009.2.  Certificates of inspection required, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“3009.2.  Certificate of inspection required.  It shall be unlawful to operate any elevator 
or conveyance system without a current certificate of inspection issued by the building 
official.  Such certificate shall be issued upon payment of the prescribed fees and the 
presentation of a valid inspection report indicating that the elevator or conveyance system 
is safe and that the inspections and tests have been performed in accordance with Part X 
of the latest ANSI code edition adopted by ANSI.

Exception:  Elevators or conveyance systems within individual dwelling units.”

Sec. 18-125. – I.B.C. – Section 3109, Swimming Pool Enclosures and Safety Devices.

Section 3109 Swimming Pool Enclosures and Safety Devices, is hereby added.

Sec. 18-126. - I.B.C. – Section 3109.1, General.

Section 3109.1. General, is hereby added to read as follows:

“3109.1 General.  Swimming pools shall comply with the requirements of Sections 
3109.2 through 3109.5 and other applicable sections of this code.” 

Sec. 18-127. – I.B.C. – Section 3109.2, Definition.

Section 3109.2.  Definition, is hereby added to read as follows:
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“Swimming pool.  Any structure intended for swimming, recreational bathing or wading 
that is capable of containing over 24 inches (610 mm) of water.  This includes in-ground, 
above-ground, and on-ground pools; hot tubs; spas and fixed-in-place wading pools.”

Sec. 18-128. – I.B.C. – Section 3109.3, Public swimming pools. 

Section 3109.3 Public swimming pools, is hereby added to read as follows:

“3109.3. Public swimming pools shall be completely enclosed by a fence not less than 4 
feet (1290 mm) in height or a screen enclosure. Openings in the fence shall not permit the 
passage of a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) sphere. The fence or screen enclosure shall be 
equipped with self-closing and self-latching gates.” 

Sec. 18-129. – I.B.C. – Section 3109.4,  Residential swimming pools. 

Section 3109.4.  Residential swimming pools, is hereby added to read as follows:

“3109.4 Residential swimming pools shall comply with Sections 
3109.4.1 through 3109.4.3. 

Exception: A swimming pool with a power safety cover or a spa with a safety cover 
complying with ASTM F 1346 need not comply with Section 3109.4.” 

Sec. 18-130. – I.B.C. – Section 3109.4.1, Barrier height and clearances. 

Section 3109.4.1 Barrier height and clearances, is hereby added to read as follows:

“3109.4.1 Barrier height and clearances. The top of the barrier shall be not less than 48 
inches (1219 mm) above grade measured on the side of the barrier that faces away from 
the swimming pool. The vertical clearance between grade and the bottom of the barrier 
shall be not greater than 2 inches (51 mm) measured on the side of the barrier that faces 
away from the swimming pool. Where the top of the pool structure is above grade, the 
barrier is authorized to be at ground level or mounted on top of the pool structure, and the 
vertical clearance between the top of the pool structure and the bottom of the barrier shall 
be not greater than 4 inches (102 mm).”

Sec. 18-131. – I.B.C. – Section 3109.4.1.1, Openings. 

Section 3109.4.1.1 Openings, is hereby added to read as follows: 

“3109.4.1.1 Openings. Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of a 4-inch-
diameter (102 mm) sphere.”

Sec. 18-132. – I.B.C. – Section 3109.4.1.2, Solid barrier surfaces. 

Section 3109.4.1.2 Solid barrier surfaces, is hereby added to read as follows: 
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“3109.4.1.2 Solid barrier surfaces. Solid barriers which do not have openings shall not 
contain indentations or protrusions except for normal construction tolerances and tooled 
masonry joints.”

Sec. 18-133. – I.B.C. – Section 3109.4.1.3, Closely spaced horizontal members. 

Section 3109.4.1.3 Closely spaced horizontal members, is hereby added to read as follows:

“3109.4.1.3 Closely spaced horizontal members. Where the barrier is composed of 
horizontal and vertical members and the distance between the tops of the horizontal 
members is less than 45 inches (1143 mm), the horizontal members shall be located on 
the swimming pool side of the fence. Spacing between vertical members shall be not 
greater than 13/4 inches (44 mm) in width. Where there are decorative cutouts within 
vertical members, spacing within the cutouts shall be not greater than 13/4 inches (44 mm) 
in width.”

Sec. 18-134. – I.B.C. – Section 3109.4.1.4, Widely spaced horizontal members. 

Section 3109.4.1.4 Widely spaced horizontal members, is hereby added to read as follows: 

“3109.4.1.4 Widely spaced horizontal members.  Where the barrier is composed of 
horizontal and vertical members and the distance between the tops of the horizontal 
members is 45 inches (1143 mm) or more, spacing between vertical members shall be not 
greater than 4 inches (102 mm). Where there are decorative cutouts within vertical 
members, spacing within the cutouts shall be not greater than 13/4 inches (44 mm) in 
width”.

Sec. 18-135. – I.B.C. – Section 3109.4.1.5, Chain link dimensions. 

Section. 3109.4.1.5 Chain link dimensions, is hereby added to read as follows:

“3109.4.1.5 Chain link dimensions. Mesh size for chain link fences shall be not greater 
than a 21/4 inch square (57 mm square) unless the fence is provided with slats fastened at 
the top or the bottom which reduce the openings to not more than 13/4 inches (44 mm).”

Sec. 18 -136. - I.B.C. – Section 3109.4.1.6,  Diagonal members.

Section 3109.4.1.6 Diagonal members is hereby added to read as follows:

“3109.4.1.6 Diagonal members. Where the barrier is composed of diagonal members, the 
opening formed by the diagonal members shall be not greater than 13/4 inches (44 mm).”

Sec. 18-137. - I.B.C. – Section 3109.4.1.7, Gates. 

Section 3109.4.1.7 Gates is hereby added to read as follows:

“3109.4.1.7 Gates.  Access doors or gates shall comply with the requirements of Sections 
3109.4.1.1 through 3109.4.1.6 and shall be equipped to accommodate a locking device. 
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Pedestrian access doors or gates shall open outward away from the pool and shall be self-
closing and have a self-latching device. Doors or gates other than pedestrian access doors 
or gates shall have a self-latching device. Release mechanisms shall be in accordance 
with Sections 1008.1.9 and 1109.13. Where the release mechanism of the self-latching 
device is located less than 54 inches (1372 mm) from the bottom of the door or gate, the 
release mechanism shall be located on the pool side of the door or gate 3 inches (76 mm) 
or more, below the top of the door or gate, and the door or gate and barrier shall be 
without openings greater than 1/2 inch (12.7 mm) within 18 inches (457 mm) of the 
release mechanism.”

Sec. 18-138. – I.B.C. – Section 3109.4.1.8, Dwelling wall as a barrier. 

Section 3109.4.1.8 Dwelling wall as a barrier, is hereby added to read as follows:

“3109.4.1.8 Dwelling wall as a barrier. Where a wall of a dwelling serves as part of the 
barrier, one of the following shall apply:
1. Doors with direct access to the pool through that wall shall be equipped with an alarm 
that produces an audible warning when the door and/or its screen, if present, are opened. 
The alarm shall be listed and labeled in accordance with UL 2017. In dwellings not 
required to be Accessible units, Type A units or Type B units, the deactivation switch shall 
be located 54 inches (1372 mm) or more above the threshold of the door. In dwellings 
required to be Accessible units, Type A units or Type B units, the deactivation switch shall 
be located not higher than 54 inches (1372 mm) and not less than 48 inches (1219 mm) 
above the threshold of the door.
2. The pool shall be equipped with a power safety cover that complies with ASTM F 
1346.
3. Other means of protection, such as self-closing doors with self-latching devices, which 
are approved, shall be accepted so long as the degree of protection afforded is not less 
than the protection afforded by Section 3109.4.1.8, Item 1 or 2.”

Sec. 18-139. – I.B.C. – Section 3109.4.1.9, Pool structure as barrier. 

Section 3109.4.1.9 Pool structure as barrier, is hereby added to read as follows:

“3109.4.1.9 Pool structure as barrier. Where an aboveground pool structure is used as a 
barrier or where the barrier is mounted on top of the pool structure, and the means of 
access is a ladder or steps, then the ladder or steps either shall be capable of being 
secured, locked or removed to prevent access, or the ladder or steps shall be surrounded 
by a barrier which meets the requirements of Sections 
3109.4.1.1 through 3109.4.1.8. Where the ladder or steps are secured, locked or removed, 
any opening created shall not allow the passage of a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) sphere.”

Sec. 18-140. – I.B.C. – Section 3109.4.2, Indoor swimming pools. 

Section 3109.4.2 Indoor swimming pools, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“3109.4.2 Indoor swimming pools. Walls surrounding indoor swimming pools shall not 
be required to comply with Section 3109.4.1.8.”
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Sec. 18-141. – I.B.C. – Section 3109.4.3, Prohibited locations.

Section 3109.4.3 Prohibited locations, is hereby added to read as follows:
 
“3109.4.3 Prohibited locations.  Barriers shall be located so as to prohibit permanent 
structures, equipment or similar objects from being used to climb the barriers.”

Sec. 18-142. – I.B.C. – Section 3109.5, Entrapment avoidance.

Section 3109.5 Entrapment avoidance, is hereby added to read as follows:
“3109.5 Entrapment avoidance.  Suction outlets shall be designed and installed in 
accordance with ANSI/APSP-7.”

Secs. 18-12343 - 18-166.  Reserved.

Section 6.  Article V, International Residential Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings and Building 
Regulations, of the Arvada City Code, is hereby enacted by adopting by reference the 20152018 
edition of the International Residential Code, subject to the additions, amendments, and deletions 
set forth as follows:

ARTICLE V. INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE

Sec. 18-167. Adopted.

Pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq. and the Arvada City Charter, the International Residential 
Code, 20152018 Edition, including Appendices A, B, C, F, G, H, J, K, M, N, and O, published 
by the International Code Council, 4051 Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, IL  60478, is 
hereby adopted by reference and incorporated into the city Code. Appendices D, E, F, I, L, O, R, 
S, T, and U are deleted.

The 20152018 International Residential Code shall be known as the “I.R.C.” or the “residential 
code” and may be cited and referred to as such.

Sec. 18-168. – I.R.C. – Section R101.1, Title.

Section 101.1. Title, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“101.1 Title.  These provisions shall be known as the Residential Code for One- and 
Two-family Dwellings of the City of Arvada and shall be cited as such and will be 
referred to herein as “this code.””

Sec. 18-169. – I.R.C. – Section R101.2, Scope.

Section R101.2.  Scope, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“R101.2.  Scope.  The provisions of the International Residential Code for One- and Two-
family Dwellings shall apply to the construction, alteration, movement, enlargement, 
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replacement, repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, removal and demolition of 
detached one- and two-family dwellings and townhouses not more than three stories 
above grade plane in height with a separate means of egress and their accessory structures 
not more than three stories above grade plane in height. 
 Any installation, alteration, modification, repair, movement, removal, demolition, or use 
of any system, equipment, or component that is not specifically covered in these chapters 
of the I.R.C. shall comply with applicable provisions of the related technical codes.”

Sec. 18-170. – I.R.C. – Section R105.2, Work exempt from permit.

Section R105.2. Work exempt from permit, is hereby amended to change subsection (2) to read as 
follows:

“2.  Fences not over 6 feet high.”

The remaining subsections to remain unchanged.

Sec. 18-171. – I.R.C. – Section R105.5, Expiration.

Section R105.5. Expiration, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“R105.5. Expiration.  Expiration of permits shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-39(f).”

Sec. 18-172. – I.R.C. – Section R108, Fees.

Section R108. Fees, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“R108. Fees.  The fees for all work shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-42.”

Sec. 18-173. – I.R.C. – Section R109.1.2, Plumbing, mechanical, gas, and electrical systems 
inspection.

Section R109.1.2. Plumbing, mechanical, gas and electrical systems inspection, is hereby 
amended by amending the first paragraph in its entirety to read as follows:  

“R109.1.2. Plumbing, mechanical, gas and electrical systems inspection. A rough 
mechanical, electrical, and plumbing inspection shall be made prior to rough frame 
inspection and after the roof and roof covering, framing, fire-blocking, and bracing are in 
place, and all vents, duct systems, piping, and HVAC equipment is properly installed, 
including all vents, exhausts, and intakes extended through the completed roof and 
walls.”

The exception listed in Section R109.1.2 shall remain the same.

Sec. 18-174. – I.R.C. – Section R109.1.7, Grading performance inspection.

Section R109.1.7.  Grading performance inspection, is hereby added to read as follows:  
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“R109.1.7. Grading performance inspection.  Prior to issuance of a certificate of 
occupancy, a grading performance certificate shall be provided to the building official. 
The document shall be prepared by a state licensed land surveyor or state registered 
professional engineer. The grading performance certificate shall contain an affirmative 
statement that an inspection of the site has been performed and that the lot will drain 
adequately and in accordance with the drainage plan of the approved subdivision plat and 
drainage will not result in ponding or flooding conditions to adjacent lots.” 

Sec. 18-175. – I.R.C. – Section R109.1.8, Building Location Inspection
Section R109.1.8. Building Location Inspections, is hereby added to read as follows:  

“R109.1.8. Building Location Inspections. A building location inspection shall be made 
prior to the foundation being poured. This inspection is required for all new buildings and 
building additions.  Prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy, an improvement 
location certificate (ILC) or survey shall be provided to the building official.  The 
document shall be prepared by a state licensed land surveyor or state registered 
professional engineer and show compliance with required setbacks of the Land 
Development Code adopted by the City of Arvada. The building official shall determine 
whether an actual survey or an ILC is required, and at his discretion may waive these 
requirements for good cause.”

Sec. 18-176. – I.R.C. – Section R110.3, Certificate issued.

Section R110.3.  Certificate issued, is hereby amended by amending the first paragraph to read as 
follows:

“R110.3.  Certificate issued.  After the building official inspects the building or structure 
and finds no violations of the provisions of this code or any other applicable policies or 
laws that are enforced by the department of building safety, the building official shall 
issue a certificate of occupancy which shall contain the following:”

The remaining numbered provisions of section R110.3 of the I.R.C. shall remain unchanged.

Sec. 18-177. – I.R.C. – Section R112,  Board of Appeals.

Section R112. Board of Appeals is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

“R112.1. Board of Appeals.  Appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the 
building official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be in 
accordance with Section 18-36.”

Sec. 18-178. – I.R.C. – Section R113.4, Violation penalties.

Section R113.4.  Violation penalties, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“R113.4.  Violation penalties.  Any violation of the residential code shall be punishable 
by a fine, or imprisonment, or both, not to exceed the limits established in section 1-5.”  
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Sec. 18-179. – I.R.C. – Section R202 Definitions, Accessory Structure.

Section R202.  Definitions.  Accessory Structure is hereby amended to read as follows.

“Accessory Structure, shall be as defined in the Land Development Code as adopted by 
the City of Arvada.”

Sec. 18-180. – I.R.C. – Section R301.1, Application.

Section R301.1.  Application, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph as follows:  

“R301.1.  Application. Design snow loads for this jurisdiction are: roof snow load = 30 
psf (1.44 kN/m2); ground snow load = 25 psf (1.2 kN/m2).”

Sec. 18-181. – I.R.C. – Section R301.2, Climatic and geographical design criteria.

Table R301.2 (1) of Section R301.2. Climatic and geographical design criteria, is hereby 
amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“Table R301.2 (1)
CLIMATIC AND GEOGRAPHICAL DESIGN CRITERIA

Wind Design Subject to Damage FromGround 
and 
Roof 
Snow 
Loadp Speed 

(mph)d
Topo-
graphic 
Effectsk

Seismic 
Design 
Category
f

Weatheringa Frost-
line 
Depthb
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Winter 
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Tempe

Ice 
Barrier 
Underlay-
ment 
Reuiredh

Flood 
Hazardsg

Air 
Freezing 
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Mean 
Annual 
Tempj

IECC 
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30 psf 136 Vult 

E. of 
Hwy 93
150 Vult 
W. of 
Hwy 93
Exp.C

Yes “B” Severe 36” Slight 1˚ F No NFIP: 
Nov. 20, 
1972

FIRM: 
July 13, 
2016

500-
1000

50.5 5b

Manual J Design Criterian
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99% Dry Bulb
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Cooling 
1% Dry 
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Design 
Temp.

Design 
Temp. 
Cooling

Heating Temp. 
Difference

5453’  E. of 
Hwy. 93;
Varies W. 
of Hwy. 93

40 ˚ North 1˚ 91˚ .832 E. of Hwy. 93;
Varies W. of Hwy. 
93

70 ˚ 75 ˚ 69 ˚

Cooling 
Temperature 
Difference

Wind Velocity 
Heating

Wind Velocity 
Cooling

Coincident 
Wet Bulb

Daily Range Winter 
Humidity

Summer 
Humidity

--

16 ˚ 15 mph 7.5 mph 60 High (H) 30% 50% --

Ave Rain 
Fall

Roof 
Snow 
Load

Ground 
Snow Load

Wind Speed  
(mph)ek

Seismic 
Design 
Category
g

SUBJECT TO DAMAGE FROM Winter 
Design 
Temp f

Ice 
Shield 
Under-
layment 
Requiredi

Flood 
Hazards h

Air 
Freezing 
Index j

Mean Annual 
Temp k

Weathering a Frost line 
depthb

Termitec Decay 
d

2.4”
(60mm)

30 psf
(1.44 
kN/m2)

25 psf
(1.2 
kN/m2)

Exposure
C 

B Severe 36"
(91.44 
cm)

Slight to 
Moderat
e

None 
to 
Slight

1° F 
(-17.22° C)

  No NFIP: 
November 
20, 1972 

500-1000 50.5
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FIRM:  June 
17, 2003

“

The footnotes following Table R301.2 (1), CLIMATIC AND GEOGRAPHIC DESIGN 
CRITERIA, shall be amended by adding footnote N to read as follows:

N. See I.B.C. Section 1609.3, Basic Wind Speed, to determine wind loads.

All of the remaining footnotes for Table R301.2 (1) shall remain unchanged."

Sec. 18-182. – I.R.C. – Section R301.2.1.4, Exposure category.

Section R301.2.1.4.  Exposure category, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph to 
read as follows:  

“R301.2.1.4. Exposure category. The building official may accept an exposure category 
from a qualified engineer, licensed with the state, provided a detailed analysis of site 
conditions adjacent to the proposed project or structure is provided to support the 
engineer's recommendation. If an engineer's analysis is not provided, an exposure 
category of "C" shall be used.”

Sec. 18-183. – I.R.C. – Section R301.2.1, Wind design criteria.

Section 301.2.1.  Wind design criteria, is hereby amended by replacing the second sentence to 
read as follows:

“301.2.1.  Wind design criteria, the wind speeds for the City of Arvada are 136Vult from the 
Eastern city limit West to Highway 93.  The wind speed for areas West of Highway 93 is 
142Vult.”

Sec. 18-1834. – I.R.C. – Section R303.3, Bathrooms.

Section R303.3.  Bathrooms, is hereby amended to read as follows:  

“R303.3.  Bathrooms. Bathrooms, water closet compartments and other similar rooms 
shall have mechanical ventilation even if those areas have an openable window that 
satisfies the minimum size requirements herein.  The minimum ventilation rates shall be 
in accordance with section M1507.  Ventilation air from the space shall be exhausted 
directly to the outside.

The exception is hereby deleted.”

Sec. 18-185. - I.R.C. – Section R313.1, Townhouse automatic fire sprinkler systems.

Section R313.1, Townhouse automatic fire sprinkler systems is hereby deleted in its entirety.

Sec. 18-186. - I.R.C. – Section 313.2 One- and two-family dwelling automatic fire systems.
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Section R313.2 One- and two-family dwelling automatic fire systems, is hereby deleted in its 
entirety.  

Sec. 18-185. – I.R.C. – Section R314.3, Location.

Section R314.3.  Location is hereby amended by adding item number 5 to the first paragraph to 
read as follows:  

“5. In residential occupancies, when smoke detectors are installed in finished 
basements in accordance with the requirements of this code, if any portion of the 
basement that is over 100 sq. ft. in size is unfinished and is separated from the 
finished area, an additional smoke detector shall also be installed in the unfinished 
area and shall be interconnected.”

Sec. 18-186. – I.R.C. – Section R326, Swimming pools, spas and hot tubs.

Section. R326 Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs, is hereby added to read as follows:

Sec. 18-187. – I.R.C. – Section R326.1, General.

Section R326.1 General, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“R326.1 General.  The design and construction of swimming pools and spas shall comply 
with the following provisions and in conformance with E4202 through E4209.”

Sec. 18-1848. – I.R.C. – Section R326.2, Pools in floodplain hazard areas. 

Section R326.2 Pools in floodplain hazard areas, is hereby added to read:

“R326.2 Pools in flood hazard areas.  Pools that are located in floodplain hazard areas 
shall be in accordance with those sections as set forth in 3.16 Division 4-1-2 of the Land 
Development Code as may be amended from time to time.”

Sec. 18-189. – I.R.C. – Section R326.3, Definitions.

Section R326.3 Definitions and those that follow have hereby been added for the purposes of this 
section relating to swimming pools.

“Above-ground/on-ground pool. See "Swimming pool."

Barrier. A fence, wall, building wall or combination thereof which completely surrounds 
the swimming pool and obstructs access to the swimming pool.

Hot tub. See "Swimming pool."

In-ground pool. See "Swimming pool."
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Residential. That which is situated on the premises of a detached one- or two-family 
dwelling, or a one-family townhouse not more than three stories in height.

Spa, nonportable. See "Swimming pool”

Spa, portable. A nonpermanent structure intended for recreational bathing, in which all 
controls, water-heating and water-circulating equipment are an integral part of the 
product. 

Swimming pool. Any structure intended for swimming or recreational bathing that 
contains water more than 24 inches (610 mm) deep. This includes in-ground, 
aboveground and on-ground swimming pools, hot tubs and spas. 

Swimming pool, indoor. A swimming pool which is totally contained within a structure 
and surrounded on all four sides by the walls of the enclosing structure. 

Swimming pool, outdoor. Any swimming pool which is not an indoor pool.” 

Sec. 18-190. – I.R.C. – Section R326.4, In-ground pools.

Section R326.4. In-ground pools, is hereby added to read as follows:

“R326.4. In-ground pools. In-ground pools shall be designed and constructed 
incompliance with ANS1/NSPI-5.”

 
Sec. 18-191. – I.R.C. – Section R326.5, Above-ground and on-ground pools. 

Section R326.5. Above-ground and on-ground pools, is hereby added to read as follows: 

“R326.5.  Above-ground and on-ground pools.  Above ground and on-ground pools shall 
be designed and constructed in compliance with ANSI/NSPI-4.” 

Sec. 18-192. – I.R.C. – Section R326.6, Spas and hot tubs.

Section R326.6. Spas and Hot Tubs is hereby added to read as follows:

Sec. 18-193. – I.R.C. – Section R326.6.1, Permanently installed spas and hot tubs. 

Section R326.6.1.  Permanently installed spas and hot tubs, is hereby added to read as follows:  

“R326.6.1.  Permanently installed spas and hot tubs. Permanently installed spas and hot 
tubs shall be designed and constructed in compliance with ANSI/NSPI-3.”

Sec. 18-194. – I.R.C. – Section R326.6.2, Portable spas and hot tubs.

Section R326.6.2.  Portable spas and hot tubs, is hereby added to read as follows:
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“R326.6.2  Portable spas and hot tubs.   Portable spas and hot tubs shall be designed and 
constructed in compliance with ANSI/NSPI-6.” 

Sec. 18-195. – I.R.C. – Section R326.7, Barrier requirements. 

Section R326.7.  Barrier Requirements, is hereby added to read as follows:

Sec. 18-196. – I.R.C. – Section R326.7.1, Application.

Section R326.7.1. Application, is hereby added to read as follows:

“R326.7.1.  Application.  The provisions of this appendix shall control the design of 
barriers for residential swimming pools, spas and hot tubs. These design controls are 
intended to provide protection against potential drownings and near-drownings by 
restricting access to swimming pools, spas and hot tubs.”

Sec. 18-197. – I.R.C. – Section R326.7.2, Outdoor swimming pool.

Section R326.7. 2. Outdoor swimming pool, is hereby added to read as follows:

“R326.7.2.  Outdoor swimming pool.  An outdoor swimming pool, including an in-
ground, above-ground or on-ground pool, hot tub or spa, shall be surrounded by a barrier 
which shall comply with the following: 

1. The top of the barrier shall be at least 48 inches (1219 mm) above grade measured 
on the side of the barrier which faces away from the swimming pool. The 
maximum vertical clearance between grade and the bottom of the barrier shall be 
2 inches (51 mm) measured on the side of the barrier which faces away from the 
swimming pool. Where the top of the pool structure is above grade, such as an 
above-ground pool, the barrier may be at ground level, such as the pool structure, 
or mounted on top of the pool structure. Where the barrier is mounted on top of 
the pool structure, the maxi¬ mum vertical clearance between the top of the pool 
structure and the bottom of the barrier shall be 4 inches (102 mm). 

2. Openings in the barrier shall not allow the passage of a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) 
sphere. 

3. Solid barriers which do not have openings, such as a masonry or stone wall, shall 
not contain indentations or protrusions, except for normal construction tolerances 
and tooled masonry joints. 

4. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members, and the 
distance between the tops of the horizontal members is less than 45 inches (1143 
mm), the horizontal members shall be located on the swimming pool side of the 
fence. Spacing between vertical members shall not exceed 1 3/4 inches (44 mm) 
in width. Where there are decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing 
within the cutouts shall not exceed 1 3/4 inches (44 mm) in width. 
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5. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members, and the 
distance between the tops of the horizontal members is 45 inches (1143 mm) or 
more, spacing between vertical members shall not exceed 4 inches (102 mm). 
Where there are decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing within the 
cutouts shall not exceed 1 3/4 inches (44 mm) in width. 

6. Maximum mesh size for chain link fences shall be a 2 1/4-inch (57 mm) square, 
unless the fence has slats fastened at the top or the bottom which reduce the 
openings to not more than l 3/4 inches (44 mm). 

7. Where the barrier is composed of diagonal members, such as a lattice fence, the 
maximum opening formed by the diagonal members shall not be more than l 3/4 
inches (44 mm). 

8. Access gates shall comply with the requirements of Items 1 through 7, and shall 
be equipped to accommodate a locking device. Pedestrian access gates shall open 
outward away from the pool, and shall be self-closing and have a self-latching 
device. Gates, other than pedestrian access gates, shall have a self-latching device. 
Where the release mechanism of the self-latching device is located less than 54 
inches (1372 mm) from the bottom of the gate, the release mechanism and 
openings shall comply with the following: 

8.1. The release mechanism shall be located on the pool side of the gate at least 
3 inches (76 mm) below the top of the gate; and 

8.2. The gate and barrier shall have no opening larger than 1/2 inch (12.7 mm) 
within 18 inches (457 mm) of the release mechanism. 

9. Where a wall of a dwelling serves as part of the barrier, one of the following 
conditions shall be met:

 
9.1. The pool shall be equipped with a powered safety cover in compliance 

with ASTM F 1346; 

9.2. Doors with direct access to the pool through that wall shall be equipped 
with an alarm which produces an audible warning when the door and/or its 
screen, if present, are opened. The alarm shall be listed and labeled in 
accordance with UL 2017. The deactivation switch(es) shall be located at 
least 54 inches (1372 mm) above the threshold of the door; or 

9.3. Other means of protection, such as self-closing doors with self-latching 
devices, which are approved by the governing body, shall be acceptable as 
long as the degree of protection afforded is not less than the protection 
afforded by Item 9.1 or 9.2 described herein. 

10. Where an above-ground pool structure is used as a barrier or where the barrier is 
mounted on top of the pool structure, and the means of access is a ladder or steps: 
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10.1. The ladder or steps shall be capable of being secured, locked or removed 
to prevent access; or 

10.2. The ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a barrier which meets the 
requirements of Items 1 through 9. When the ladder or steps are secured, 
locked or removed, any opening created shall not allow the passage of a 4-
inch diameter (102 mm) sphere.”

Sec. 18-198. – I.R.C. – Section R326.7.3, Indoor swimming pool.

Section R326.7.3.  Indoor swimming pool, is hereby added to read as follows:

 “R326.7.3. Indoor swimming pool. Walls surrounding an indoor swimming pool shall 
comply with Item 9 of Section AG105.2.”

Sec. 18-199. – I.R.C. – Section R326.7.4, Prohibited locations.  

Section R326.7.4. Prohibited locations, is hereby added to read as follows:

“R326.7.4 Prohibited locations. Barriers shall be located to prohibit permanent structures, 
equipment or similar objects from being used to climb them.”

Sec. 18-200. – I.R.C. – Section R326.7.5, Barrier exceptions.

Section R326.7.5 Barrier exceptions, is hereby added to read as follows:

“R326.7.5 Barrier exceptions.  Spas or hot tubs with a safety cover which comply with 
ASTM F 1346 shall be exempt from the provisions of this chapter.”

Sec. 18-201. – I.R.C. – Section R326.8, Entrapment protection for swimming pool and spa 
suction outlets.

Section R326.8.  Entrapment protection for swimming pool and spa suction outlets, is hereby 
added to read as follows:

Sec. 18-202. – I.R.C. – Section R326.8.1, General.

Section R326.8.1. General, is hereby added to read as follows:
 

“R326.8.1. General. Suction outlets shall be designed and installed in accordance with 
ANSI/APSP-7.”

Sec. 18-185203. – I.R.C. – Section R401.4, Soil tests.

Section R401.4.  Soil tests, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph and an exception to 
read as follows:  
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“R401.4.  Soil tests.  Expansive soils are deemed present throughout most of the city. A 
soil's report and engineered foundation plan are required for all new construction. Such 
plans must be prepared by a state registered professional engineer. The documents must 
specifically include design computations for pier and diameter and length, describe 
methods to provide restraint from lateral soil pressures, provide a slab performance risk 
evaluation, compaction, and soil preparation requirements for slab on grade, and other 
information deemed necessary to the engineer of record.

Exception:  If the existing foundation of an R-3 residential building is performing 
adequately, foundations for additions to existing buildings are allowed to match 
the existing foundation type. An open hole soil's investigation by a state licensed 
engineer may be required.”  

Sec. 18-186204. – I.R.C. – Section R403.1, General.

Section R403.1.  General, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“R403.1. General.  Footings and foundations shall be designed by a state licensed 
engineer or architect, and the plans shall be submitted with the permit application.  
Exception: Detached Group U Occupancies and minor additions to Group R-3, 
Occupancies. If the existing foundation for a building is performing adequately, 
foundations for additions may match the existing foundation type. An open hole soil's 
investigation by a state licensed engineer may be required.

All exterior walls shall be supported on continuous solid or fully grouted masonry or 
concrete footings, wood foundations, or other approved structural systems which shall be 
of sufficient design to accommodate all loads according to section R301 and to transmit 
the resulting loads to the soil within the limitations as determined from the character of 
the soil. Footings shall be supported on undisturbed natural soils or engineered fill. The 
base footing elevation, bottom of grade beam, bottom of pad or other portions of 
foundations except drilled piers to bedrock, shall be no less than three feet three (3) 
inches (991 mm) above ground water unless justified by the soil's engineer to the 
satisfaction of the building official.”

Sec. 18-205. – I.R.C. – Section R403.1.3.4, Floating slabs.

Section R403.1.3.4.  Floating slabs, is hereby added to read as follows:  

"R403.1.3.4.  Floating slabs.  Floating slabs on grade for detached buildings of Group U 
occupancies are not to exceed 600 square feet without an engineer's design."  

Sec. 18-187206. – I.R.C. – Section R408.1, Ventilation.

Section R408.1.  Ventilation is hereby amended to read as follows:

“R408.1.  Ventilation. In the second sentence after “Class 1 vapor retarder” insert (min. 
10 mill thickness)” (The rest of section R408.1 is to remain unchanged).”

Sec. 18-188207. – I.R.C. – Section R408.3, Unvented crawl space.
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 Section R408.3.  Unvented crawl space is hereby amended to read as follows:

“1.      Exposed earth is covered with a continuous Class I vapor retarder (min. 10 mill in 
thickness). Joints of the vapor retarder shall overlap by 6 inches (152 mm) and 
shall be sealed or taped. The edges of the vapor retarder shall extend at least 6 
inches (152 mm) up the stem wall and shall be attached and sealed to the stem 
wall or insulation; and” 

Sec. 18-189208. – I.R.C. – Section R501.3, Structural floors.

Section R501.3.  Structural floors, is hereby added to read as follows:  

“R501.3.  Structural floors.  When structural floors are required, they shall comply with 
sections R501.3.1 and R501.3.2.”  

Sec. 18-190209. – I.R.C. – Section R501.3.1, Structural floors ventilation.

Section R501.3.  Structural floors ventilation, is hereby added to read as follows:

“R501.3.1.  Structural floor ventilation.  Adequate under floor ventilation systems shall 
be provided to ventilate under floor areas when structural floor systems are required. 
Such systems shall be designed to provide at least one air change per hour, be controlled 
by a dehumidistat, and exhaust to the outside. A state licensed engineer's design may be 
required.  

Exception: The building official may approve alternates to such ventilation requirements 
when sufficient documentation is provided by the engineer of record to substantiate his 
alternate method is at least the equivalent of that prescribed.”

Sec. 18-191210. – I.R.C. – Section R501.3.2, Grading under structural floors.

Section R501.3.2.  Grading under structural floors, is hereby added to read as follows:

“R501.3.2. Grading under structural floors.  When structural basement floors are 
installed, a minimum of 18 inches (457 mm) of clear space is required below untreated 
wood floor joists and any wood girders or beams. Where steel or concrete beams or joists 
are used, the minimum clearance shall be the height of the void plus 6 inches (152 mm), 
or be as recommended by the soils engineer.  

The surface of the underfloor area shall be free of construction debris and graded to a 
relatively flat plane to slope toward the sump pit, or toward drain systems installed to 
control free water in the underfloor space. The underfloor area shall not allow ponding of 
water.”

Sec. 18-192211. – I.R.C. – Section R902.1, Roofing covering materials.



50

Section R902.1.  Roofing covering materials, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph to 
read as follows:  

“R902.1.  Roofing covering materials.  All areas of the city where the required fire flow 
is not available in accordance with the 20152018 Edition of the International Fire Code 
Appendix B Section 103.2, a minimum of Class B roof is required. The classification of 
the roof is also required to be in accordance with other applicable sections of this code.”

Sec. 18-193212. – I.R.C. – Section R905.2.4.1, Wind resistance of asphalt shingles.

Section R905.2.4.1.  Wind resistance of asphalt shingles, is hereby amended in its entirety to read 
as follows:

“R905.2.4.1.  Wind resistance of asphalt shingles.  Asphalt shingles shall be installed in 
accordance with Section R905.2.6.  Shingles classified using ASTM D 3161 is acceptable 
for use in wind zones 110 mph (49 m/s) or less.  Shingles classified using ASTM 3161, 
Class F, are acceptable for use in all cases where special fastening is required.”

Sec. 18-213. – I.R.C. – Section R905.3.7, Application.

Section R905.3.7.  Application, is hereby amended by adding a paragraph at the end of the 
section to read as follows:

“R905.3.7. Application. Vertical battens of a minimum 3/8-inch thickness and made of 
cedar, or decay resistant treated wood or other decay resistant materials are required 
under the horizontal battens.  The spacing depends on the size of the horizontal battens 
based on the total roof loads for deflection.  (See manufacturer’s specifications.)”

Sec.18-194214. – I.R.C. – Section R908.6, Flashing

Section R908.6.  Flashing, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph to read as follows:

“R908.6.  Flashing. Flashing shall be installed in accordance with Section R905.”

Sec.18-195215. – I.R.C. – Section R908.7, Step and counter flashing

Section R908.7.  Step and counter flashing, is added to read as follows:

“R908.7. Step and counter flashing. Flashing shall be installed in accordance with 
Section R905.”

Sec. 18-216. – I.R.C. – Section G2417.4.1, Test pressure.

Section G2417.4.1.  Test pressure, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“G2417.4.1. Test pressure.  The test pressure to be used shall be no less than 1 ½ times 
the proposed maximum working pressure, but not less than 10 psig (69 kPa gauge), 
irrespective of design pressure.  Where the test pressure exceeds 125 psig (862 kPa 
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gauge), the test pressure shall not exceed a value that produces a hoop stress in the piping 
greater than 50 percent of the specified minimum yield strength of the pipe.”

Sec. 18-217. – I.R.C. – Section G2422.1, Connecting appliances.

Section G2422.1.  Connecting appliances, is hereby amended by adding number 8 to read as 
follows:

“8. Gas piping to all appliances installed on ground supported concrete slabs or floors 
shall provide for a minimum vertical movement of 4 inches of the appliance by 
the use of approved metal appliance connectors or other methods approved by the 
building official.”

Sec. 18-196218. – I.R.C. – Section N1101.1, Scope.

Section N1101. Scope, is hereby amended to add an exception as follows:

“Exception.

1.  Portions of the building envelope that do not enclose conditioned space.”

Sec. 18-219. – I.R.C. – Section N1101.5, Information on construction documents.

Section N1101.5. Information on construction documents, first paragraph is hereby amended to 
read as follows:

“N1101.5.  Information on construction documents.  Construction documents shall be 
drawn to scale upon suitable material.  Electronic media documents are permitted to be 
submitted when approved by the building official.  Construction documents shall be of 
sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature, and extend of the work proposed, and 
show in sufficient detail pertinent data and features of the building, systems, and 
equipment as herein governed.  Details may include, in the discretion of the building 
official, but are not limited to as applicable:”

The remaining 8 details are to remain unchanged.

Sec. 18-197220 – I.R.C. – Section.2-N1101.12.  Maintenance information.

Section N1101.12.  Maintenance information, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“N1101.12.  Maintenance information.  Maintenance instructions shall be furnished for 
equipment and systems that require preventive maintenance.”  

Sec. 18-198221.  – I.R.C. – Section N1101.14, Certificate (Mandatory).

Section N1101.14 Certificate(Mandatory), first two sentences are hereby amended to read as 
follows: 
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“N101.14. Certificate (Mandatory).  A permanent certificate shall be completed by the 
builder or registered design professional and either posted on a wall in the space where 
the furnace is located, a utility room or an approved location inside the building where it 
shall not cover or obstruct the visibility of the circuit directory label, service disconnect 
label, or other required labels, or filed with the City.”

Sec. 18-199222. – I.R.C. – Section N1103.1.1, Programmable thermostat.

Section N1103.1.1. Programmable thermostat, is hereby deleted in its entirety.

Sec. 18-20023. – I.R.C. – Section M1308.2, Protection against physical damage.

Section M1308.2.  Protection against physical damage, is hereby amended in its entirety to read 
as follows:

“M1308.2.  Protection against physical damage.  In concealed locations, where piping, 
other than cast-iron or galvanized steel, is installed through holes or notches in studs, 
joints, rafters or similar members less than 1 ¼ inches (31.8 mm) from the nearest edge 
of the member, the pipe shall be protected by steel shield plates.  Such shield plates shall 
have a thickness of not less than 0.0575 inch (1.463 mm) (No. 16 Gage).  Such plates 
shall cover the area of the pipe where the member is notched or bored, and shall extend 
not less than 2 inches (51mm) above sole plates and below top plates.”

Sec. 18-20124. – I.R.C. – Section M1411.4, Condensate pumps.

Section M1411.4. Condensate pumps, is deleted in its entirety. 

Sec. 18-20225. – I.R.C. – Section G2404.11, Condensate pumps.

Section G2404.11. Condensate pumps, is deleted in its entirety.

Sec. 18-203. – I.R.C. – Section G2417.4.1, Test pressure.

Section G2417.4.1.  Test pressure, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“G2417.4.1. Test pressure.  The test pressure to be used shall be no less than 1 ½ times 
the proposed maximum working pressure, but not less than 10 psig (69 kPa gauge), 
irrespective of design pressure.  Where the test pressure exceeds 125 psig (862 kPa 
gauge), the test pressure shall not exceed a value that produces a hoop stress in the piping 
greater than 50 percent of the specified minimum yield strength of the pipe.”

Sec. 18-204. – I.R.C. – Section G2422.1, Connecting appliances.

Section G2422.1.  Connecting appliances, is hereby amended by adding number 8 to read as 
follows:

“8. Gas piping to all appliances installed on ground supported concrete slabs or floors 
shall provide for a minimum vertical movement of 4 inches of the appliance by 
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the use of approved metal appliance connectors or other methods approved by the 
building official.”

Sec. 18-20526. – I.R.C. – Section P2501.1, Scope.

Section P2501.1.  Scope, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph to read as follows:

“P2501.1. Scope. Any amendment to a technical provision of the 20152018 I.P.C. or 
successor code that is adopted by the State of Colorado shall also apply within Arvada.  
To the extent of any conflict between a state technical amendment and one adopted solely 
by Arvada, the state amendment to the I.P.C. shall control.”

Sec. 18-20627. – I.R.C. – Section P2705.1, General.

Section P2705.1.  General, is hereby amended by adding item number 9 to the first paragraph to 
read as follows:

“9. Unions or an approved means of disconnect shall be installed in the water supply 
piping within twelve (12) inches (305 mm) and on each side of the regulating 
equipment, water heating, conditioning tanks, and similar equipment which may 
require service by removal or replacement.”

Sec. 18-20728. – I.R.C. – Section P3005.1.7, Dead ends.

Section P3005.1.7.  Dead ends, is hereby added to read:

“P3005.1.7 Dead ends.  Dead ends shall be prohibited except where necessary to extend 
a cleanout or as an approved part of a rough-in more than 2 feet (610 mm) in length.”

Sec. 18-20829. – I.R.C. – Section P3201.4.1, Private Garage Floor Drains.

Section P3201.4.1.  Private Garage Floor Drains, is added to read as follows:

“P3201.4.1.  Private Garage Floor Drains. Private garages in which servicing, repair, or 
washing of vehicles is not conducted, and in which gasoline is not dispensed, shall not 
require a separator, unless the garage drains into the sanitary sewer system.  Areas of 
garages utilized only for storage of automobiles are not required to be drained through a 
separator, unless the garage drains into the sanitary sewer system.”

Sec. 18-20930. – I.R.C. – Section E3601.6.2, Service disconnect location.

Section E3601.6.2.  Service disconnect location, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:

“E3601.6.2.  Service disconnect location.  The service disconnecting (main disconnect) 
means shall be installed at a readily accessible location outside of a building or structure.

EXCEPTION: The service disconnecting means may be installed inside the building if it 
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is located within a room built with materials similar to that of the building or structure 
that is used only for electrical equipment and has exterior access by doors having a 
minimum dimension of three (3) feet (914 mm) by six (6) feet eight (8) inches (2032 
mm). The doors shall be labeled "MAIN ELECTRICAL DISCONNECT" in a minimum 
of one (1) inch (25 mm) letters on a contrasting background. The disconnect must be 
located nearest the point of entrance into the building of the service conductors in 
accordance with this code. In residential single-family homes, the main disconnect may 
be installed inside the garage if near a service door, when approved by the building 
official. Service disconnecting means shall not be installed in bathrooms.  Each occupant 
shall have access to the disconnect serving the dwelling unit in which they reside.”

Sec. 18-210. - I.R.C. - Section AM101.1 General

Section AM101.1 General, is hereby amended to include an additional subsection as follows:

“AM101.1.1 . Fire sprinkler systems.  A fire sprinkler system in accordance with Section R313 
shall be installed when the home day care is licensed by the State of Colorado for the custodial 
care of more than 8 occupants.”

Secs. 18-211.31 - 18-254.  Reserved

Section 7.  Article VI, International Energy Conservation Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings and 
Building Regulations, of the Arvada City Code, is hereby enacted by adopting by reference the 
20152018 Edition of the International Energy Conservation Code, subject to the additions, 
amendments, and deletions set forth as follows:

ARTICLE VI.  INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE

Sec. 18-255. Adopted.

Pursuant to Title 31, Article 16, C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq. and the Arvada City Charter, the 
International Energy Conservation Code, 20152018 Edition, published by the International Code 
Council, 4051 Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, IL  60478, is hereby adopted by reference 
and incorporated into the Arvada City Code.  

The 20152018 International Energy Conservation Code shall be known as the “I.E.C.C.” or the 
“energy code” and may be referred to as such.

Sec. 18-256. – I.E.C.C. – Section C105.1, Title.

Section C1015.1. Title, is hereby amended as follows:

“C1015.1. Title, This code shall be known as the International Energy Conservation Code 
of the City of Arvada, and shall be cited as such.  It is referred to herein as “this code.””

Sec. 18-257. – I.E.C.C. – Section C1047, Fees.

Section 1047. Fees, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:
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“1047. Fees.  The fees for all work shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-42.”

Sec. 18-258. – I.E.C.C. – Section C108.5, Unlawful acts.

Section C108.5.  Unlawful acts, is hereby added to read as follows:  

"C108.5.  Unlawful acts.  It shall be unlawful for a person, firm or corporation to erect, 
construct, alter, repair, remove, demolish, or utilize any energy conservation system or 
component thereof, or cause the same to be done, in conflict with or in violation of any 
provision of the energy code."  

Sec. 18-259. – I.E.C.C. – Section C108.6, Violation penalties.

Section C108.6.  Violation penalties, is hereby added to read as follows:  

"C108.6.  Violation penalties.  Any violation of the energy code shall be punishable by a 
fine, or imprisonment, or both, not to exceed the limits established in Section 1-5 of the 
Arvada City Code."  

Sec. 18-25860. – I.E.C.C. – Section C109, Board of Appeals.

Section C109. Board of Appeals is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

“C109.1 Board of Appeals.  Appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the 
building official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be in 
accordance with Section 18-36.”

Sec. 18-259. – I.E.C.C. – Section R101.1, Title.

Section R101.1. Title, is hereby amended as follows:

“R101.1. Title, This code shall be known as the International Energy Conservation Code of the 
City of Arvada, and shall be cited as such.  It is referred to herein as “this code.””

Sec. 18-260. – I.E.C.C. – Section R104, Fees.

Section R104. Fees, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“R104. Fees.  The fees for all work shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-42.”

Sec. 18-261. – I.E.C.C. – Section R109, Board of Appeals.

Section R109. Board of Appeals is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

“R109.1 Board of Appeals.  Appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the 
building official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be in 
accordance with Section 18-36.”
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Secs. 18-2621 - 18-284.  Reserved

Section 8.  Article VII, International Existing Building Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings and 
Building Code Regulations, of the Arvada City Code is hereby enacted by adopting by reference 
the 20152018 International Existing Building Code, subject to the additions, amendments, and 
deletions set forth as follows:

ARTICLE VII.  INTERNATIONAL EXISTING BUILDING CODE

Sec. 18-285. Adopted.

Pursuant to Title 31, Article 16, C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq. and the Arvada City Charter, the 
International Existing Building Code, 20152018 Edition, published by the International Code 
Council, 4051 Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, IL  60478 is hereby adopted by reference 
and incorporated into the Arvada City Code..

The 20152018 International Existing Building Code shall be known as the “I.E.B.C.” or the 
“existing building code” and may be referred to as such.

Sec. 18-286. – I.E.B.C. – Section 101.1, Title.

Section 101.1. Title, is hereby amended as follows:

“101.1. Title. This code shall be known as the International Existing Building Code of the 
City of Arvada, and shall be cited as such.  It is referred to herein as “this code.””

Sec. 18-287. – I.E.B.C. – Section 101.2, Scope.

Section 101.2.  Scope, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“101.2.  Scope.  The provisions of the I.E.B.C. shall apply to the repair, alteration, change 
of occupancy, and relocation of existing buildings. Anywhere the word “addition” is used 
in the I.E.B.C. in reference to new construction in an existing building, that construction 
shall be regulated by the most recent edition of the International Building Code or the 
International Residential Code, as applicable and as adopted and amended by Arvada.”

Sec. 18-288. – I.E.B.C. – Section 101.3, Intent.

Section 101.3.  Intent, is hereby amended by adding a new second paragraph to read as follows:

“101.3. Intent.  Additions or alterations shall not be made to an existing building or 
structure when such existing building or structure is not in full compliance with the 
provisions of this code except when such addition or alteration will result in the existing 
building or structure being no more hazardous based on life safety, fire safety, and 
sanitation, than before such additions or alterations are undertaken.”
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Sec. 18-289. – I.E.B.C. – Section 105.5, Expiration.

Section 105.5. Expiration, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“105.5. Expiration.  Expiration of permits shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-41.”

Sec. 18-290. – I.E.B.C. – Section 108, Fees.

Section 108. Fees, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“108. Fees.  The fees for all work shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-42.”

Sec. 18-291. – I.E.B.C. – Section 112, Board of Appeals.

Section 112. Board of Appeals, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

“112.1 Board of Appeals.  Appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the 
building official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be in 
accordance with Section 18-36.”

Sec. 18-292. – I.E.B.C. – Section 113.4, Violation penalties.

Section 113.4.  Violation penalties, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“113.4.  Violation penalties.  Any violation of the I.E.B.C. shall be punishable by a fine, 
or imprisonment, or both, not to exceed the limits established in Section 1-5 of the 
Arvada City Code.”

Secs. 18-293 - 18-316.  Reserved

Section 9.  Article VIII, International Fuel Gas Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings and Building 
Code Regulations, of the Arvada City Code is hereby enacted by adopting by reference the 
20152018 International Fuel Gas Code, subject to the additions, amendments, and deletions set 
forth as follows:

ARTICLE VIII. INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE

Sec. 18-317. Adopted.

Pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq. and the Arvada City Charter, the International Fuel Gas 
Code, 20152018 Edition, including Appendices A, B, and C, published by the International Code 
Council, 4051 Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, IL  60478, is hereby adopted by reference 
and incorporated herein into the city Code. Appendix D is deleted.

The 20152018 International Fuel Gas Code shall be known as the "I.F.G.C." or the "fuel gas 
code" and may be cited and referred to as such.

Sec. 18-318. – I.F.G.C. – Section 101.1, Title.
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Section 101.1. Title, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“101.1. Title.  These regulations shall be known as the Fuel Gas Code of the City of 
Arvada, hereinafter referred to as “this code.””

Sec. 18-319. – I.F.G.C. – Section 106.5.3, Expiration.

Section 106.5.3. Expiration, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“106.5.3. Expiration.  Expiration of permits shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-41.”

Sec. 18-320. – I.F.G.C. – Section 106.5.4, Extensions.

Section 106.5.4. Extensions, is hereby deleted in its entirety.

Sec. 18-321. – I.F.G.C. – Section 106.6, Fees.

Section 106.6. Fees, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“106.6. Fees.  All fees shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-42.”

Sec. 18-322. – I.F.G.C. – Section 108.4, Violation penalties.

Section 108.4.  Violation penalties, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“108.4.  Violation penalties.  Any violation of the fuel gas code shall be punishable by a 
fine, or imprisonment, or both, not to exceed the limits established in Section 1-5 of the 
Arvada City Code.”

Sec. 18-323. – I.F.G.C. – Section 109, MeansBoard of Appeals.

Section 109. MeansBoard of Appeals is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

“109.1 Means of Appeal.  Appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the 
building official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be in 
accordance with Section 18-36.”

Sec. 18-324. – I.F.G.C. – Section 304.1, General.

Section 304.1.  General, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph after the exception to 
the first paragraph to read as follows:

“304.1.  General.  Any permit applicant intending to provide combustion, ventilation, and 
dilution air by a method other than outdoor combustion air shall, at the time of permit 
application, submit to the building official all calculations, drawings, and other 
information necessary to demonstrate compliance with code provisions governing such 
alternate method.  In a case where the permit applicant has selected the all indoor 
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combustion air method, all such calculations and information shall be submitted on forms 
provided by the building inspection division.  No permit for work using a method other 
than outdoor combustion air shall be issued until after the building official or designee 
thereof has reviewed and approved all submitted documentation.”

Sec. 18-325. – I.F.G.C. – Section 406.4.1, Test pressure.

Section 406.4.1.  Test pressure, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“406.4.1.  Test pressure.  The test pressure to be used shall be no less than 1 ½ times the 
proposed maximum working pressure, but not less than 10 psig (69 kPa gauge), 
irrespective of design pressure.  Where the test pressure exceeds 125 psig (862 kPa 
gauge), the test pressure shall not exceed a value that produces a hoop stress in the piping 
greater than 50 percent of the specified minimum yield strength of the pipe.”

Sec. 18-326. – I.F.G.C. – Section 411.1, Connecting appliances.

Section 411.1.  Connecting appliances, is hereby amended by adding number 109 to read as 
follows:

“109. Gas piping to all appliances installed on ground supported concrete slabs or floors 
shall provide for a minimum vertical movement of 4 inches of the appliance by 
the use of approved metal appliance connectors or other methods approved by the 
building official.”

Secs. 18-327 - 18-350.  Reserved

Section 10.  Article IX, International Mechanical Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings and Building 
Code Regulations, of the Arvada City Code is hereby enacted by adopting by reference the 
20152018 International Mechanical Code, subject to the additions, amendments, and deletions 
set forth as follows:

ARTICLE IX. INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL CODE

Sec. 18-351. Adopted.

Pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq. and the Arvada City Charter, the International Mechanical 
Code, 20152018 Edition, including Appendix A, published by the International Code Council, 
4051 Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, IL  60478, is hereby adopted by reference and 
incorporated into the city Code. Appendix B is deleted.

The 20152018 International Mechanical Code shall be known as the "I.M.C." or the "mechanical 
code," and may be referred to as such.

Sec. 18-352. – I.M.C. – Section 101.1, Title.

Section 101.1. Title, is hereby amended to read as follows:
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“101.1. Title.  These regulations shall be known as the Mechanical Code of the City of 
Arvada, hereinafter referred to as “this code.””

Sec. 18-353. – I.M.C. – Section 106.4.3, Expiration.

Section 106.4.3. Expiration, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“106.4.3. Expiration.  Expiration of permits shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-39(f).”

Sec. 18-354. – I.M.C. – Section 106.4.4, Extensions.

Section 106.4.4. Extensions, is hereby deleted in its entirety.

Sec. 18-355. – I.M.C. – Section 106.5, Fees.

Section 106.5. Fees, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“106.5. Fees.  The fees for all work shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-42.”

Sec. 18-356. – I.M.C. – Section 107.2, Required inspections and testing.

Section 107.2.  Required inspections and testing, is hereby amended by amending item number 2 
in its entirety to read as follows:  

“2.      A rough mechanical inspection shall be made prior to rough frame inspection and 
after the roof and roof covering, framing, fire-blocking, and bracing are in place, 
and all vents, duct systems, piping, and HVAC equipment is properly installed, 
including all vents, exhausts, and intakes extended through the completed roof 
and walls.”

Sec. 18-357. – I.M.C. – Section 108.4, Violation penalties.

Section 108.4.  Violation penalties, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“108.4.  Violation penalties.  Any violation of the mechanical code shall be punishable by 
a fine, or imprisonment, or both, not to exceed the limits established in Section 1-5 of the 
Arvada City Code.”

Sec. 18-358. – I.M.C. – Section 109, MeansBoard of Appeals.

Section 109. MeansBoard of Appeals is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

“109.1 Means of Appeal.  Appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the 
building official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be in 
accordance with Section 18-36.”

Sec. 18-359. – I.M.C. – Section 507.2, Type I hoodsWhere required.
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Section 507.2.  Type I hoodsWhere required, is hereby amended by adding a new second 
paragraph to read as follows:  

“507.2.  Type I hoodsWhere required.  For the purpose of this section, a commercial 
application shall include any building or portion thereof used for the processing of food, 
but shall not include equipment installed within a dwelling unit, unless the equipment is 
of a commercial type and its listing requires a hood. An employee lounge in conjunction 
with an office use or other similar uses where warming is done in a microwave, toaster 
ovens or similar counter top appliances are excluded from the hood requirements. 
Warming ovens and small baking ovens used for cookies and breads that generate small 
amounts of heat are also exempt from the hood requirements, unless otherwise required 
by their listing. All appliances are to be installed in accordance with their listings and 
approvals, and all appliances are subject to review and approval by the building official 
and the fire marshal in determining whether a hood is required or not.”

Exception: Noncommercial food heat-processing equipment, installed within a dwelling 
unit."

Sec. 18-360. – I.M.C. – Section 507.12.23, Domestic cooking appliances used for commercial 
purposes.

Section 507.12.23. Domestic cooking appliances used for commercial purposes, is hereby 
amended by adding an exception to read as follows:  

“5071.2.23.  Domestic cooking appliances used for commercial purposes 

Exception: When a single piece of residential cooking equipment is installed 
within Groups A, B, E, F, I, S and R-4 occupancies for use in warming and 
cooking purposes and where grease laden vapors are not produced, a residential 
type hood with fire suppression capabilities may be installed in place of a Type I 
hood after review by and with the approval of the fire code official and building 
code official.  A Commercial Cooking Hood Waiver Request form is available 
from the building inspection division.”

Sec. 18-361. – I.M.C. – Section 603.19, Vibration isolators.

Section 603.19.  Vibration isolators, is hereby added to read as follows:  

“603.19.  Vibration Isolators.  When equipment is supported by a concrete floor slab, 
vibration isolators shall be installed between mechanical equipment and metal ducts and 
shall be of an approved material not less than three inches (75 mm) nor more than ten 
inches (254 mm) in length.” 

Secs. 18-362 - 18-385.  Reserved

Section 11.  Article X, International Plumbing Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings and Building 
Code Regulations, of the Arvada City Code is hereby enacted by adopting by reference the 
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20152018 International Plumbing Code, subject to the additions, amendments, and deletions set 
forth as follows:

ARTICLE X. INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE

Sec. 18-386. Adopted.

Pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq. and the Arvada City Charter, the International Plumbing 
Code, 20152018 Edition, including Appendices B, C, D, E, F, and G, published by the 
International Code Council, 4051 Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, IL  60478, is hereby 
adopted by reference and incorporated into the Arvada City Code. Appendix A is deleted.

The 20152018 International Plumbing Code shall be known as the "I.P.C." or the "plumbing 
code" and may be cited and referred to as such.

Sec. 18-387. – I.P.C. – Section 101.15, Title.

Sec. 101.15.  Title, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“101.15.  Title.  These regulations shall be known as the International Plumbing Code of 
the City of Arvada hereinafter referred to as “this code.””

Sec. 18-388. – I.P.C. – Section 101.5, Engineering standards.

Section 101.5.  Engineering standards, is hereby added to read as follows:  

"101.5.  Engineering standards.  All references to "Arvada Engineering Standards" shall 
be to the City of Arvada Engineering Code of Standards and Specifications for the 
Design and Construction of Public Improvements, as adopted by reference into the city 
Code at A.C.C. section 78-261 or any successor ordinance."  

Sec. 18-389. – I.P.C. – Section 101.6, State technical amendments.  

Section 101.6.  State technical amendments, is hereby added to read as follows:

“101.6.  State technical amendments.  Any amendment to a technical provision of the 
20152018 I.P.C. or successor code that is adopted by the State of Colorado shall also 
apply within Arvada.  To the extent of any conflict between a state technical amendment 
and one adopted solely by Arvada, the state amendment to the I.P.C. shall control.”

Sec. 18-390. – I.P.C. – Section 106.5.3, Expiration.

Section 106.5.3. Expiration, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“106.5.3. Expiration.  Expiration of permits shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-39(f).”

Sec. 18-391. – I.P.C. – Section 106.5.4, Extensions.
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Section 106.5.4. Extensions, is hereby deleted in its entirety.

Sec. 18-392. – I.P.C. – Section 106.6, Fees.

Section 106.6. Fees, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“106.6. Fees.  The fees for all plumbing work shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-42”

Sec. 18-393. – I.P.C. – Section 108.4, Violation penalties.

Section 108.4.  Violation penalties is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“108.4.  Violation penalties.  Any violation of the plumbing code shall be punishable by a 
fine, or imprisonment, or both, not to exceed the limits established in Section 1-5 of the 
Arvada City Code.”

Sec. 18-394. – I.P.C. – Section 109, MeansBoard of Appeals.

Section 109. MeansBoard of Appeals is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

“109.1 Means of Appeal.  Appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the 
building official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be in 
accordance with Section 18-36.”

Sec. 18-395. – I.P.C. – Section 312.6, Gravity sewer test.

Section 312.6.  Gravity sewer test, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“312.6.  Gravity sewer test.  Gravity sewer tests shall be conducted as set forth in the 
Arvada Engineering Standards.” 

Sec. 18-396. – I.P.C. – Section 312.7, Forced sewer test.

Section 312.7.  Forced sewer test, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“312.7.  Forced sewer test.  Forced sewer tests shall be conducted as set forth in the 
Arvada Engineering Standards.” 

Sec. 18-397. – I.P.C. – Section 401.2, Prohibited fixtures and connections.

Section 401.2.  Prohibited fixtures and connections, is hereby amended by adding a second 
paragraph to read as follows:  

“Fixed wooden, concrete, cement, or tile wash trays or sinks for domestic use shall not be 
installed in any building designed or used for human habitation. No sheet metal lined 
wooden bathtub shall be installed or reconnected. No dry or chemical water closet (toilet) 
shall be installed in any building used for human habitation unless first approved by the 
building official and utilities manager.”
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Sec. 18-398. – I.P.C. – Section 405.1.1, Unions.

Section 405.1.1.  Unions, is hereby added to read as follows:

“405.1.1.  Unions.  Unions or an approved means of disconnect shall be installed in the 
water supply piping within twelve (12) inches (305 mm) and on each side of the 
regulating equipment, water heating, conditioning tanks, and similar equipment which 
may require service by removal or replacement.”

Sec. 18-399. – I.P.C. – Section 412.2, Floor drain traps.

Section 412.2.  Floor drain traps, is hereby added to read as follows:  

“412.2.  Floor drain traps.  Floor drains shall be installed in all grade occupancies where 
all portions of a floor level, finished or not, is not entirely below finish grade level at all 
points and that area has therein a water heater, a steam or hot water boiler, or water 
connections for a clothes washer. Floor drains shall be located in full view at all times 
and readily accessible for servicing.” 

Sec. 18-400. – I.P.C. – Section 501.2, Water heater as space heater.

Section 501.2.  Water heater as space heater, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:  

“501.2.  Water heater as space heater.  Where a combination potable water heating and 
space heating system requires water for space heating, a master thermostatic mixing 
valve complying with ASSE 1017 shall be provided to limit the water supplied to the 
potable hot water distribution system to a temperature of 140° F (60° C) or less. The 
potability of the water shall be maintained throughout the system.”

Sec. 18-401. – I.P.C. – Section 603.1, Size of water service pipe.

Section 603.1.  Size of water service pipe, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“603.1.  Size of water sewer pipe.  The water service pipe shall be sized to supply water 
to the structure in the quantities and at the pressures required in this code. The minimum 
diameter of water service pipe shall be one inch (25mm).  

Exception: The building official has the authority to allow a water service pipe 
that is smaller than one inch in diameter or require a water service pipe that is 
larger than one inch in diameter upon completion of an accurate water pipe sizing 
calculation as set forth in the plumbing code.”

Sec. 18-402. – I.P.C. – Section 603.2, Separation of water service and building sewer.

Section 603.2.  Separation of water service and building sewer, and the exceptions thereto, are 
hereby amended in their entirety to read as follows:  
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“603.2.  Separation of water service and building sewer.  Water service pipe and the 
building sewer shall be separated as set forth in the Arvada Engineering Standards.” 

Sec. 18-403. – I.P.C. – Section 604.8, Water-pressure reducing valve or regulator.

Section 604.8.  Water-pressure reducing valve or regulator, is hereby amended by amending the 
first paragraph in its entirety to read as follows:  

“604.8. Water pressure reducing valve or regulator.  All buildings connected to city 
water mains shall be provided an approved water-pressure reducing valve conforming to 
ASSE 1003 with strainer to reduce the pressure in the building water distribution piping 
to 80 psi (552 kPa) static or less.”

Sec. 18-404. – I.P.C. – Section 605.3, Water service pipe.

Section 605.3.  Water service pipe, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“605.3.  Water service pipe.  Water service pipe, shall conform to the standards set forth 
in the Arvada Engineering Standards.”

Sec. 18-405. – I.P.C. – Table 605.3, Water service pipe.

Table 605.3.  Water service pipe, is hereby deleted.  

Sec. 18-406. – I.P.C. – Section 608.3.2, Water inlets to water supplied aspirators.

Section 608.3.2.  Water inlets to water supplied aspirators, is hereby added to read as follows:  

“608.3.2. Water inlets to water supplied aspirators.  Water inlets to water supplied 
aspirators shall be equipped with a listed reduced-pressure backflow preventer, installed 
in accordance with its listing requirements and this chapter. The discharge shall drain 
through an airgap. When using the tailpiece of a fixture to receive the discharge of an 
aspirator, the airgap shall be located above the flood level rim of the fixture.”

Sec. 18-407. – I.P.C. – Section 701.2, Sewer required.

Section 701.2.  Sewer required, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph to read as 
follows:  

“701.2. Sewer required. The public sewer shall not be available when such public sewer 
or any building or any exterior drainage facility connected thereto is located more than 
400 feet (121,920 mm) from any proposed building or exterior drainage facility on any 
lot or premises which abuts and is served by such public sewer.”

Sec. 18-408. – I.P.C. – Section 701.3, Separate sewer connections.

Section 701.3.  Separate sewer connections, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  
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“701.3.  Separate sewer connections.  Separate sewer connections shall be required as set 
forth in chapter 102.”

Sec. 18-409. – I.P.C. – Section 701.5, Damage to drainage system or public sewer..

Section 701.5.  Damage to drainage system or public sewer, is hereby amended in its entirety to 
read as follows:  

“701.5.  Damage to drainage system or public sewer.  Wastes detrimental to the public 
sewer system or to the functioning of the sewage-treatment plant shall be treated and 
disposed of in accordance with the requirements of chapter 102, Utilities, of the Arvada 
City Code as may be from time to time amended.”

Sec. 18-410. – I.P.C. – Section 701.6, Tests.

Section 701.6.  Tests, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“701.6.  Tests.  The sanitary drainage system shall be tested in accordance with the 
Arvada Engineering Standards.”

Sec. 18-411. – I.P.C. – Section 702.3, Building sewer pipe.

Section 702.3.  Building sewer pipe, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“702.3.  Building sewer pipe.  Building sewer pipe material and standards shall conform 
to the Arvada Engineering Standards.”

Sec. 18-412. – I.P.C. – Table 702.3, Building sewer pipe.

Table 702.3.  Building sewer pipe, is hereby deleted and amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:  

“Table 702.3. Building sewer pipe.  Building sewer pipe material and standards shall be 
as set forth in the Arvada Engineering Standards.”

Sec. 18-413. – I.P.C. – Section 703.1, Building sewer pipe near the water service.

Section 703.1.  Building sewer pipe near the water service, is hereby amended in its entirety to 
read as follows:  

“703.1.  Building sewer pipe near the water service.  Building sewer pipe near the water 
service shall conform to the Arvada Engineering Standards.”

Sec. 18-414. – I.P.C. – Section 703.2, Drainage pipe in-filled ground.

Section 703.2.  Drainage pipe in-filled ground, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:  
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“703.2. Drainage pipe in-filled ground.  When a building sewer or building drain is 
installed on filled or unstable ground, the drainage pipe shall conform to the Arvada 
Engineering Standards.”

Sec. 18-415. – I.P.C. – Section 703.3, Sanitary and storm sewers.

Section 703.3.  Sanitary and storm sewers, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“703.3. Sanitary and storm sewers.  Where separate systems of sanitary drainage and 
storm drainage are installed in the same property, the sanitary and storm building sewers 
shall be installed as set forth in the Arvada Engineering Standards.”

Sec. 18-416. – I.P.C. – Section 703.4, Existing building sewers and drains.

Section 703.4.  Existing building sewers and drains, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:  

“703.4 Existing building sewers and drains.  Existing building sewers and drains shall 
connect with new building sewers and drainage systems in accordance with the Arvada 
Engineering Standards.” 

Sec. 18-417. – I.P.C. – Section703.5, Cleanouts on building sewers.

Section 703.5. Cleanouts on building sewers, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:  

“703.5.  Cleanouts on building sewers.  Cleanouts on building sewers shall be located as 
set forth in the Arvada Engineering Standards.”

Sec. 18-418. – I.P.C. – Section 704.1, Slope of horizontal drainage piping.

Section 704.1.  Slope of horizontal drainage piping, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:  

“704.1.  Slope of horizontal drainage piping.  Horizontal drainage piping shall be 
installed and have a minimum slope in accordance with the Arvada Engineering 
Standards.”

Sec. 18-419. – I.P.C. – Table 704.1, Slope of horizontal drainage piping.

Table 704.1.  Slope of horizontal drainage pipe, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:  

"TABLE 704.1
SLOPE OF HORIZONTAL DRAINAGE PIPE

TABLE INSET:
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  Size (inches)   Minimum slope  
(inch per foot)   

3 or less   1/4   

4 to 6   1/8   

8 or larger   1/16   
For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 mm, 1 inch per foot = 0.083 mm/m."

Sec. 18-420. – I.P.C. – Section 704.5, Dead ends.

Section 704.5.  Dead ends, is a new section added to read as follows:  

"704.5.  Dead ends.  Dead ends shall be allowed only in conformance with Arvada 
Engineering Standards. Cleanout extensions and approved future fixture drainage piping 
shall not be considered as dead ends."  

Sec. 18-421. – I.P.C. – Section 706,  Table 706.3

Section 706. Table 706.3 is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“TABLE 706.3
FITTINGS FOR CHANGE IN DIRECTION

CHANGE IN DIRECTION

TYPE OF FITTING 
PATTERN

HORIZONTAL TO 
VERTICAL

VERTICAL 
TO 

HORIZONTA
L

HORIZONTAL TO 
HORIZONTAL

Sixteenth bend X X X
Eighth bend X X X
Sixth bend X X X
Quarter bend X --------a --------a

Short sweep X --------a,b --------a

Long sweep X X X
Sanitary tee Xc ------- ------
Wye X X X
Combination wye and 
eighth bend X X X

For SI:   1 inch = 25.4 mm.
a. The fittings shall only be permitted for a 2-inch or smaller fixture drain.
b. Three inches or larger—fixture drain.
c. For a limitation on double sanitary tees, see Section 706.3.

706.4 Heel- or side-inlet quarter bends. Heel-inlet quarter bends shall be an acceptable means 
of connection, except where the quart bend serves as water closet. A low-heel inlet shall not be 
used as a wet-vented connection. Side-inlet quarter bends shall be an acceptable means of 
connection for drainage, wet venting and stack venting arrangements.”

Sec. 18-422. – I.P.C. – Section 708.1.2, Building sewers.

Section 708.1.2.  Building sewers, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  
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“708.1.2.  Building sewers.  Building sewer cleanouts and manholes shall be located and 
installed as set forth in the Arvada Engineering Standards. Manholes and manhole covers 
shall be of an approved type as set forth in the Arvada Engineering Standards.”  

Sec. 18-423. – I.P.C. – Section 710.1, Maximum fixture unit load.

Section 710.1.  Maximum fixture unit load, is hereby amended by adding a second paragraph to 
read as follows:  

“710.1.  Maximum fixture unit load. The building drain shall be four inches (101.6 mm) 
to the first three inch (76.2 mm) branch or bathroom group.”

Sec. 18-424. – I.P.C. – Section 712.3.3.3, Discharge pipe and fittings.

Section 712.3.3.3.  Discharge pipe and fittings, is a new section hereby added to read as follows:  

“712.3.3.3. Discharge pipe and fittings.  When sub-soil drainage systems are installed 
and are discharged into an approved sump or receiving tank, they shall be discharged in a 
satisfactory manner within the yard area of the building. The discharge from sump pumps 
shall not be directly or indirectly discharged into or connected in any manner to the 
sanitary sewer system.” 

Sec. 18-425. – I.P.C. – Section 714.1, Sewage backflow.

Section 714.1.  Sewage backflow, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“714.1.  Sewage backflow.  A backwater valve may be installed in the building drain or 
horizontal branch serving fixtures installed on a floor with a finished floor eleveation 
below the elevation of the manhole cover of the next upstream manhole in the public 
sewer.  Plumbing fixtures installed on a floor with a finished floor elevation above the 
elevation of the manhole cover of the next upstream manhole in the public sewer shall 
not discharge through a backwater valve.

Exception: In existing buildings, fixtures above the elevation of the manhole 
cover of the next upstream manhole in the public sewer shall not be prohibited 
from discharging through a backwater valve.”

Sec. 18-4265. – I.P.C. – Section 904.1, Roof extension.

Section 903.1.  Roof extension, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“903.1. Roof extension.  All open vent pipes that extend through a roof shall be 
terminated at least six inches (152.4 mm) above the roof, except that where a roof is to be 
used for any purpose other than weather protection, including, but not limited to, as a 
floor for the patio on the roof of a structure, the vent extensions shall be run at least seven 
feet (2134 mm) above the roof.”

Sec. 18-4276. – I.P.C. – Section 909.1, Distance of trap from vent.
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Section 9091.  Distance of trap from vent, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“909.1.  Distance of trap from vent.  Each fixture trap shall have a protecting vent located 
and installed in conformance with the requirements of the Colorado Plumbing Code.” 

Sec. 18-4287. – I.P.C. – Section 911.4, Single bathroom groups.

Section 911.4.  Single bathroom groups, is hereby added to read as follows:  

“9114.  Single bathroom groups.  A single bathroom group of fixtures may be installed 
with the drain from an individually vented lavatory or lavatories serving as a wet vent for 
a bathtub, shower compartment, or floor drain and for a water closet provided all the 
requirements listed below are met:  

1.   Not more than four fixture units drain into a minimum two inch (50.8 mm) diameter 
wet vent. Kitchen sinks, dishwashers, or automatic clothes washer’s connections are not 
permitted.

2.   The horizontal branch drain connects to the stack at the same level as the water closet 
drain. In the alternative, the horizontal branch drain may connect to the upper half of the 
horizontal portion of the water closet bend at an angle not greater than 45 degrees from 
the direction of flow.

3.   Trap arm sizes and lengths must conform to the requirements of the Colorado 
Plumbing Code.”

Sec. 18-4298. – I.P.C. – Section 912.1, Horizontal wet vent permitted.

Section 912.1.  Horizontal wet vent permitted, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:  

“912.1. Horizontal wet vent permitted.  Horizontal wet vents shall be located and 
installed in conformance with the requirements of the Colorado Plumbing Code.” 

Sec. 18-43029. – I.P.C. – Section 912.1.1, Vertical wet vent.

Section 912.1.1.  Vertical wet vent, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“912.1.1. Vertical wet vent.  Vertical wet vents shall be located and installed in 
accordance with the requirements of the Colorado Plumbing Code.”

Sec. 18-4310. – I.P.C. – Section 1003.4.2.2, Garages and service stations.

Section 1003.4.2.2.  Garages and service stations, is hereby amended by amending the last two 
sentences to read as follows:

“1003.4.2.2.  Garages and service stations. Parking garages in which servicing, repair, or 
washing of vehicles is not conducted, and in which gasoline is not dispensed, shall not 
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require a separator, unless the garage drains into the sanitary sewer system.  Areas of 
commercial garages utilized only for storage of automobiles are not required to be 
drained through a separator, unless the garage drains into the sanitary sewer system.”

Secs. 18-4321 - 18-454.  Reserved

Section 12.  Article XI, International Property Maintenance Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings and 
Building Code Regulations, of the Arvada City Code is hereby enacted by adopting by reference 
the 2009 International Property Maintenance Code, subject to the additions, amendments, and 
deletions set forth as follows:

ARTICLE XI.  INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE

Sec. 18-455. Adopted.

Pursuant to Title 31, Article 16, C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq. and the Arvada City Charter, the 
International Property Maintenance Code, 2009 Edition, published by the International Code 
Council, 5203 Leesburg Pike, Suite 600, Falls Church, VA 22041, is hereby adopted by 
reference and incorporated into the Arvada City Code.  

The International Property Maintenance Code shall be known as the “I.P.M.C.” and may be 
referred to as such.

Sec. 18-456 – I.P.M.C. – Section 101.1, Title.

Section 101.1. Title, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“101.1. Title.  These regulations shall be known as the International Property 
Maintenance Code of the City of Arvada, hereinafter referred to as “this code.””

Sec. 18-457 – I.P.M.C. – Section 101.2, Scope.

Section 101.2. Scope, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“101.2. Scope.  The provisions of this code shall apply to all existing residential and 
nonresidential structures and all existing premises, subject to the limitations contained in 
101.3, and constitute minimum requirements and standards for premises, structures, 
equipment and facilities for light, ventilation, space, heating, sanitation, protection from 
the elements, life safety, safety from fire and other hazards, and for safe and sanitary 
maintenance; the responsibility of owners, operators and occupants; the occupancy of 
existing structures and premises, and for administration, enforcement and penalties.”

Sec. 18-458 – I.P.M.C. – Section 101.3, Intent.

Section 101.3. Intent, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“101.3. Intent.  This code shall be construed to secure its expressed intent, which is to 
ensure public health, safety and welfare insofar as they are affected by the continued 
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occupancy and maintenance of structures and premises. Existing structures and premises 
that do not comply with these provisions shall be altered or repaired to provide a 
minimum level of health and safety as required herein. A structure or premise shall not be 
considered in violation of this code if such structure or premise complied with applicable 
codes at the time of construction or alteration unless maintenance is required for health 
and safety issues.”

Sec. 18-459. – I.P.M.C. – Section 102.1, General.

Section 102.1.  General, is hereby amended by adding a sentence to the end of the section to read 
as follows:

“Where, in a specific case, there is a conflict between a provision of the I.P.M.C. and a 
provision of chapter 38, Environment, the provision of chapter 38 shall control.”

Sec. 18-460. – I.P.M.C. – Section 102.2, Maintenance.

Section 102.2. Maintenance, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“102.2. Maintenance.  Equipment, systems, devices and safeguards required by this code 
or a previous regulation or code under which the structure or premises was constructed, 
altered or repaired shall be maintained in good working order. No owner, operator or 
occupant shall cause removal, shut off or discontinuance of any service, facility, 
equipment or utility which is required under this section except for such temporary 
interruption as necessary while repairs or alterations are in progress. The requirements of 
this code are not intended to provide the basis for removal or abrogation of fire protection 
and safety systems and devices in existing structures. Except as otherwise specified 
herein, the owner shall be responsible for the maintenance of buildings, structures and 
premises.”

Sec. 18-461. – I.P.M.C. – Section 102.8, Requirements not covered by code.

Section 102.8. Requirements not covered by code, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:

“102.8. Requirements not covered by code.  Requirements necessary for the strength, 
stability or safe operation of an existing fixture, structure or equipment, or for the public 
safety, health and general welfare, not specifically covered by this code, shall be 
determined by the code official.”

Sec. 18-462. – I.P.M.C. – Section 103.1, General.

Section 103.1. General, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“103.1.  General.  The official in charge of property maintenance inspection shall be 
known as the code official.”

 
Sec. 18-463. – I.P.M.C. – Section 103.2, Appointment.
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Section 103.2.  Appointment, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“The building official shall be appointed by the chief appointing authority of this 
jurisdiction.”

Sec. 18-464. – I.P.M.C. – Section 103.4, Liability.

Section 103.4. Liability, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“103.4. Liability.  The code official, members of the respective boards of appeals or 
employees charged with the enforcement of this code, while acting for the jurisdiction, in 
good faith and without malice in the discharge of the duties required by this code or other 
pertinent law or ordinance, shall not thereby be rendered liable personally, and is hereby 
relieved from all personal liability for any damage accruing to persons or property as a 
result of an act or by reason of an act or omission in the discharge of official duties. Any 
suit instituted against any officer or employee because of an act performed by that officer 
or employee in the lawful discharge of duties and under the provisions of this code shall 
be defended by the legal representative of the jurisdiction until the final termination of 
the proceedings. The code official or any subordinate shall not be liable for costs in an 
action, suit or proceeding that is instituted in pursuance of the provisions of this code.”

 
Sec. 18-465. – I.P.M.C. – Section 103.5, Fees.

Section 103.5. Fees, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“103.5. Fees.  The fees for activities and services performed by the department in 
carrying out its responsibilities under this code shall be published.”

Sec. 18-466. – I.P.M.C. – Section 104.1, General.

Section 104.1.  General, is hereby amended by adding a sentence to the end of the section to read 
as follows:

“For purposes of enforcement of the I.P.M.C., the code official shall include the code 
enforcement manager and designees thereof, and the chief of police and designees 
thereof.”

Sec. 18-467. – I.P.M.C. – Section 104.3, Right of entry.

Section 104.3. Right of entry, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“104.3 Right of entry.  Where it is necessary to make an inspection to enforce the 
provisions of this code, or whenever the code official has reasonable cause to believe that 
there exists in a structure or upon a premises a condition in violation of this code, the 
code official is authorized to enter the structure or premises at reasonable times to inspect 
or perform the duties imposed by this code, provided that if such structure or premises is 
occupied the code official shall present credentials to the occupant and request entry. If 
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such structure or premises is unoccupied, the code official shall first make a reasonable 
effort to locate the owner or other person having charge or control of the structure or 
premises and request entry. If entry is refused, the code official shall have recourse to the 
remedies provided by law to secure entry, such as obtaining a warrant pursuant to state 
and local laws.”

Sec. 18-468. – I.P.M.C. – Section 105.1, Modifications.

Section 105.1. Modifications, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“105.1. Modifications.  Whenever there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out 
the provisions of this code, the code official or the Building Code Advisory Board shall 
have the authority to grant modifications for individual cases upon application of the 
owner or owner's representative, provided the code official or the Building Code 
Advisory Board shall first find that special individual reason makes the strict letter of this 
code impractical and the modification is in compliance with the intent and purpose of this 
code and that such modification does not lessen health, life and fire safety requirements. 
The details of action granting modifications shall be recorded and entered in the 
department files.”

Sec, 18-469. – I.P.M.C. – Section 105.2, Alternative materials, methods and equipment.

Section 105.2. Alternative materials, methods and equipment, is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

“105.2. Alternative materials, methods and equipment.  The provisions of this code are 
not intended to prevent the installation of any material or to prohibit any method of 
construction not specifically prescribed by this code, provided that any such alternative 
has been approved. An alternative material or method of construction shall be approved 
where the code official or Building Code Advisory Board finds that the proposed design 
is satisfactory and complies with the intent of the provisions of this code, and that the 
material, method or work offered is, for the purpose intended, at least the equivalent of 
that prescribed in this code in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, durability 
and safety.”

Sec. 18-470. – I.P.M.C. – Section 106.4, Violation penalties.

Section 106.4.  Violation penalties, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“106.4.  Violation penalties.  Any violation of the housing code shall be punishable by a 
fine, or imprisonment, or both, not to exceed the limits established in section 1-5.”

Sec. 18-471. – I.P.M.C. – Section 106.5, Abatement of violation.  

Section 106.5.  Abatement of violation, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“106.5.  Abatement of violation.  The imposition of the penalties herein prescribed shall 
not preclude an officer or official of this jurisdiction from instituting appropriate legal 
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action to restrain, correct, or abate a violation or a nuisance, or to prevent illegal 
occupancy of a building, structure, or premises, or to stop an illegal act, conduct, 
business, or utilization of the building, structure, or premises.”

Sec. 18-472. – I.P.M.C. – Section 107.1, Notice to person responsible.

Section 107.1.  Notice to person responsible, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

“107.1.   Notice to person responsible.  Initiation of prosecution for a violation of this 
code shall be in accordance with section 18-39(d) of this chapter.  Initiation of nuisance 
proceedings shall be as follows:

1. In any proceeding to determine, abate, or remove a nuisance or a nuisance 
property, notice shall be given as set forth in article III of chapter 38, 
Environment, and all proceedings conducted in accordance with that article.

2. In any proceeding to determine, abate, or remove a snow, ice, or slush nuisance, 
notice shall be given as set forth in article I of chapter 94, Streets, Sidewalks, and 
Certain Other Public Areas, and all proceedings conducted in accordance with 
that article.

3. In any proceeding to determine, abate, or remove a weeds or noxious weeds, 
notice shall be given as set forth in article V of chapter 38, Environment, and all 
proceedings conducted in accordance with this article.

4. In any proceeding to determine, abate, or remove graffiti, notice shall be given as 
set forth in article IV of chapter 38, Environment, and all proceedings conducted 
in accordance with this article.

5. In any proceeding to determine, abate, or remove rubbish or garbage, notice shall 
be given as set forth in article III of chapter 90, Solid Waste, and all proceedings 
conducted in accordance with this article.

6. In any proceeding to determine, abate, or remove an unsafe structure or condition, 
or unsafe building equipment, notice shall be given as set forth in section 108.6 or 
7, as is applicable, and all proceedings conducted in accordance with these 
sections.”

Sec. 18-473. – I.P.M.C. – Section 107.2, Form.

Section 107.2. Form, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“107.2. Form.  Such notice prescribed in Section 107.1 shall be in accordance with all of 
the following:

 
1. Be in writing;
 
2. Include a description of the real estate sufficient for identification;
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3. Include a statement of the violation or violations and why the notice is 
being issued;
 
4. Include a correction order allowing a reasonable time to make the repairs 
and improvements required to bring the dwelling unit or structure into compliance 
with the provisions of this code;
 
5. Inform the property owner of the enforcement process including the 
appeals process as set forth in Section 18-481. – I.P.M.C. – Section 111.1 of this 
code; or
 
6. Include a statement of the right to file a lien in accordance with I.P.M.C. 
106.3.”

Sec. 18-474. – I.P.M.C. – Section 107.3, Method of service.

Section 107.3. Method of service, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“107.3. Method of service.  Such notice shall be deemed to be properly served if a copy 
thereof is:

 
1. Delivered personally; or
 
2. Sent by certified or first-class mail addressed to the last known address of 

the owner; or
 
3. If the notice is returned showing that the letter was not delivered, a copy 

thereof shall be posted in a conspicuous place in or about the structure 
affected by such notice.”

 
Sec. 18-475. – I.P.M.C. – Section 107.5, Penalties.

Section 107.5. Penalties, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“107.5. Penalties.  Penalties for noncompliance with orders and notices shall be as set 
forth in Section 1-5 of the municipal code.”

Sec. 18-476. – I.P.M.C. – Section 108.1.1, Unsafe structures.

Section 108.1.1. Unsafe structures, is hereby amended by adding the following exception:

“108.1.1. Unsafe structures.  An unsafe structure is one that is found to be dangerous to 
the life, health, property or safety of the public or the occupants of the structure by not 
providing minimum safeguards to protect or warn occupants in the event of fire, or 
because such structure contains unsafe equipment or is so damaged, decayed, dilapidated, 
structurally unsafe or of such faulty construction or unstable foundation, that partial or 
complete collapse is possible.
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Sec. 18-477. – I.P.M.C. – Section 108.1.4, Unlawful structure.

Section 108.1.4. Unlawful structure, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“108.1.4. Unlawful structure.  An unlawful structure is one found in whole or in part to 
be occupied by more persons than permitted under the land development code, or was 
erected, altered or occupied contrary to law.”

Sec. 18-478. – I.P.M.C. – Section 108.1.5. Dangerous structure or premises.

Section 108.1.5. Dangerous structure or premises, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“108.1.5. Dangerous structure or premises.  For the purpose of this code, any structure or 
premises that has any or all of the conditions or defects described below shall be 
considered dangerous:

 
1. Any door, aisle, passageway, stairway, exit or other means of egress that 
does not conform to the approved building or fire code of the jurisdiction as 
related to the requirements for existing buildings.
 
2. The walking surface of any aisle, passageway, stairway, exit or other 
means of egress is so warped, worn loose, torn or otherwise unsafe as to not 
provide safe and adequate means of egress.
 
3. Any portion of a building, structure or appurtenance that has been 
damaged by fire, earthquake, wind, flood, deterioration , neglect , abandonment, 
vandalism or by any other cause to such an extent that it is likely to partially or 
completely collapse, or to become detached or dislodged.
 
4. Any portion of a building, or any member, appurtenance or ornamentation 
on the exterior thereof that is not of sufficient strength or stability, or is not so 
anchored, attached or fastened in place so as to be capable of resisting natural or 
artificial loads of one and one-half the original designed value.
 
5. The building or structure, or part of the building or structure, because of 
dilapidation, deterioration, decay, faulty construction, the removal or movement 
of some portion of the ground necessary for the support, or for any other reason, 
is likely to partially or completely collapse, or some portion of the foundation or 
underpinning of the building or structure is likely to fail or give way.
 
6. The building or structure, or any portion thereof, is clearly unsafe for its 
use and occupancy.
 
7. The building or structure is neglected, damaged, dilapidated, unsecured or 
abandoned so as to become an attractive nuisance to children who might play in 
the building or structure to their danger, becomes a harbor for vagrants or 
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criminals, or enables persons to use the building or structure for committing a 
nuisance or an unlawful act.

8. Any building or structure has been constructed, exists or is maintained in 
violation of any specific requirement or prohibition applicable to such building or 
structure provided by the approved building or fire code of the jurisdiction, or of 
any law or ordinance to such an extent as to present either a substantial risk of 
fire, building collapse or any other threat to life and safety.
 
9. A building or structure, used or intended to be used for dwelling purposes, 
because of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, decay, damage, faulty 
construction or arrangement, inadequate light, ventilation , mechanical or 
plumbing system, or otherwise, is determined by the code official to be 
unsanitary, unfit for human habitation or in such a condition that is likely to cause 
sickness or disease.
 
10. Any building or structure, because of a lack of sufficient or proper fire-
resistance-rated construction, fire protection systems, electrical system, fuel 
connections, mechanical system, plumbing system or other cause, is determined 
by the code official to be a threat to life or health.
 
11. Any portion of a building remains on a site after the demolition or 
destruction of the building or structure or whenever any building or structure is 
abandoned so as to constitute such building or portion thereof as an attractive 
nuisance or hazard to the public.

12. Any structure, alteration, or improvements that complied with codes 
applicable at the time of construction and where the use or occupancy of the 
building has not changed, shall not be in violation.”

Sec. 18-479. – I.P.M.C. – Section 108.8, Abatement of unsafe structure or condition.

Section 108.8.  Abatement of unsafe structure or condition, is hereby added to read as follows:

“108.8.  Abatement of unsafe structure or condition.  All structures or portions thereof 
which are determined after inspection by the building official to be unsafe as set forth 
herein are hereby declared to be public nuisances and shall be abated by repair, 
rehabilitation, demolition, or removal in accordance with the procedure specified herein.  

108.8.1.   General.  Any structure declared unsafe shall be made to comply with one of 
the following:  

108.8.1.1.   The structure may be repaired in accordance with the current building 
code or other current code applicable to the type of substandard conditions 
requiring repair; or

108.8.1.2.   The structure may be demolished at the option of the building owner; 
or
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108.8.1.3.   If the structure does not constitute an immediate danger to the life, 
limb, property, or safety of the public it may be vacated, secured, and maintained 
against entry.

108.8.2.   Vacation.  If the structure is in such condition as to make it immediately 
dangerous to the life, limb, property or safety of the public and its occupants, it shall be 
ordered to be vacated.  

108.8.3.   Commencement.  When the building official has inspected or caused to be 
inspected any structure and has found and determined that such structure is unsafe, the 
building official shall commence proceedings to cause the repair, vacation, or demolition 
of the structure.  

108.8.4.   Notice and order.  The building official shall issue a written notice and order 
directed to any person having record title or interest in the structure. The notice and order 
shall contain:  

108.8.4.1.   The street address of the property on which the unsafe structure is 
located.

108.8.4.2.   A statement that the building official has found the structure to be 
unsafe with a brief and concise description of the conditions found to deem the 
structure unsafe under the provisions of this section.

108.8.4.3.   A statement of action required to be taken and the time period allowed 
for such action.

108.8.4.4.   A statement advising that if the required action is not commenced 
within the time specified, the building official will order the structure vacated and 
posted to prevent further occupancy until the work is completed and may proceed 
to cause the work to be done and charged the costs thereof against the property or 
its owner.

108.8.4.5.  A statement advising that any person having record title or interest in 
the structure may appeal the notice and order or any action of the building official 
to the city manager, provided such appeal is made in writing within 14 calendar 
days from the date of service of such notice and that failure to appeal will 
constitute a waiver of all rights to an administrative hearing and determination of 
the matter.

108.8.5.   Service.  The notice and order, and any amended or supplemental notice and 
order, shall be served upon the record owner and posted on the structure affected by such 
notice. The building official may serve additional such notice and order on any parties 
that may have interest in the property. The failure of the building official to serve every 
party that may have an interest in the property shall not invalidate any proceedings herein 
or relieve any person or party properly served from any duty or obligation imposed by the 
provisions of this code.  
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108.8.6.   Method of service.  Service of the notice and order shall be deemed properly 
served if a copy thereof is delivered to the owner personally or sent by certified or 
registered mail addressed to the owner at the last known address with the return receipt 
requested.  

108.8.7.   Recording notice and order.  If compliance is not had with the notice and order 
within the specified time, and no appeal has been properly filed, the building official may 
file in the office of the county recorder a certificate describing the property and certifying 
that the building is unsafe and the owner has been so notified.  

108.8.8.   Notice to vacate.  Every notice to vacate shall, in addition to being served as 
required in this section, be posted at or upon each exit of the structure. No person shall 
remain in or enter any building which has been so posted, except that entry may be made 
to repair, demolish or remove such structure under permit. No person shall remove or 
deface any such posting until the required repairs, demolition or removal have been 
completed.  

108.8.9.   Appeals.  Appeals shall be made to the city manager. Except where this article 
provides otherwise, the provisions of section 2-171 et seq. shall govern the conduct of 
any administrative hearing conducted in accordance with this article.  

108.8.9.1.   Order.  The order of the city manager, or his designee, made during or 
following an appeal shall be a final decision and may be appealed to the district 
court pursuant to Colorado Rule of Civil Procedure 106(a)(4).  

108.8.9.2.   Effect of failure to appeal.  Failure of a party in interest to file an 
appeal in accordance with the provisions of this article shall constitute a waiver 
by him of any right he may otherwise have to contest the city's right to eliminate 
or remove the unsafe structure or condition from his property, and charge the 
resulting costs against him and/or the property.  

108.8.9.3.   Staying of order of appeal.  Except for vacation orders, enforcement 
of any notice and order of the building official issued under this code shall be 
stayed during the pendency of an appeal therefrom which is properly and timely 
filed.  

108.8.9.4. Enforcement of order. After any order of the code official or Appeals 
Board made pursuant to this code shall have become final, no person to whom 
such order is directed shall fail, neglect, or refuse to obey any such order.” 

108.8.9.4.1. Compliance. If an order has not been complied with before 
the latter of 30 days after service of the order, the city at the direction of 
the city manager, or his designee, may cause the elimination or removal of 
the unsafe building or condition, unless an extension for compliance was 
granted.”
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108.8.9.4.2. Costs. Any such owner, occupant, lessee or other party in 
interest who fails to comply with an order issued by the city manager, or 
his designee, pursuant to sections 108.6 and 108.8, shall be charged with 
all administrative costs and expenses incurred in the elimination or 
removal of the unsafe structure or condition. Such administrative costs 
shall include the cost of said removal or elimination, inspection fees, 
postal charges, legal expenses, and other expenses as ascertained by the 
city manager, or his designee, which are the result of the enforcement of 
this article. All costs are independent of any other penalties and powers of 
the city as set forth anywhere in this code.” 

108.8.10.   Enforcement of order.  After any order of the building official or city manager 
made pursuant to this code shall have become final, no person to whom such order is 
directed shall fail, neglect, or refuse to obey any such order.  

108.8.10.1.   Compliance.  If an order issued by the city manager, or his designee, 
pursuant to section 108.8.9 of this section has not been complied with within 30 
calendar days after its issuance, the city at the direction of the city manager, or his 
designee, may cause the elimination or removal of the unsafe building or 
condition.  

108.8.10.2.  Costs.  Any such owner, occupant, lessee or other party in interest 
who fails to comply with an order issued by the city manager, or his designee, 
pursuant to section 108.8.9 of this section, shall be charged with all administrative 
costs and expenses incurred in the elimination or removal of the unsafe structure 
or condition. Such administrative costs shall include the cost of said removal or 
elimination, inspection fees, postal charges, legal expenses, and other expenses as 
ascertained by the city manager, or his designee, which are the result of the 
enforcement of this article. All costs are independent of any other penalties and 
powers of the city as set forth anywhere in this code.  

108.8.10.3. Collection of costs. 

Section 108.8.10.3. Collection of costs, is hereby added to read as follows:

“108.8.10.3. Collection of costs.  The manner in which all administrative costs 
incurred by the city in removing or eliminating the unsafe structure or condition 
are collected shall be left to the discretion of the city manager, or designee. Said 
costs may be assessed against the property on which the unsafe building or 
condition exists, or may be recovered in a suit against the owner, occupant, and/or 
lessee of the property. If the city manager or a designee thereof determines to 
assess costs against the property, a statement enumerating all such costs to be 
assessed against the property shall be prepared. A copy of the statement of costs 
or assessment shall be served upon the necessary parties by certified mail with 
return receipt required. In the event the assessment is not paid, collection of the 
assessment may be handled pursuant to the provisions of chapter 59 entitled 
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"Municipal Liens". All property or tax liens are to be filed without unnecessary 
delay, and pursuant to State and County regulations.” 

108.8.11.   Costs.  The manner in which all administrative costs incurred by the city in 
removing or eliminating the unsafe structure or condition are collected shall be left to the 
discretion of the city manager, or designee. Said costs may be assessed against the 
property on which the unsafe building or condition exists, or may be recovered in a suit 
against the owner, occupant, and/or lessee of the property. If the city manager or a 
designee thereof determines to assess costs against the property, a statement enumerating 
all such costs to be assessed against the property shall be prepared. A copy of the 
statement of costs or assessment shall be served upon the necessary parties by first class 
mail. In the event the assessment is not paid, collection of the assessment may be handled 
pursuant to the provisions of chapter 59 entitled “Municipal Liens.””

Sec. 18-480. – I.P.M.C. – Section 108.9, Abatement of unsafe building equipment.

Section 108.9.  Abatement of unsafe building equipment, is added to read as follows:

“108.9. Abatement of unsafe building equipment.  Whenever building equipment 
regulated in the technical codes has become hazardous to life, health, or property, or has 
become unsanitary, the building official shall order in writing that such equipment either 
be removed or restored to a safe or sanitary condition, as appropriate.  The written notice 
itself shall fix a time limit for compliance with such order.  Defective building equipment 
shall not be maintained after receiving such notice.  When such equipment or installation 
is to be disconnected, a written notice of such disconnection and causes therefore shall be 
given within 24 hours or as soon thereafter as is practicable to the serving utility, and 
owner and occupant of such building, structure, or premises.  When any building 
equipment is maintained in violation of notice issued pursuant to the provisions of this 
section, the building official shall institute appropriate action to prevent, restrain, correct 
or abate the violation.”

Sec. 18-481. – I.P.M.C. – Section 111.1, Application for appeal.

Section 111.1.  Application for appeal, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“111.1.  Application for appeal.  Appeals of municipal court matters shall be as set forth 
in applicable state and local rules.  Appeals of nuisance abatement proceedings shall be 
as follows:

1. Appeal of any notice, order, or decision of the code official or a hearing officer 
related to any proceeding to determine or abate a nuisance or a nuisance property 
shall be as set forth in article III of chapter 38, Environment.

2. Appeal of any notice, order, or decision of the code official or a hearing officer 
related to any proceeding to abate a snow, ice, or slush nuisance shall be as set 
forth in article I of chapter 94, Streets, Sidewalks, and Certain Other Public Areas.
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3. Appeal of any notice, order, or decision of the code official or hearing officer 
related to a proceeding to determine or abate weeds or noxious weeds shall be as 
set forth in article V of chapter 38, Environment.

4. Appeal of any notice, order, or decision of the code official or hearing officer 
related to a proceeding to determine or abate graffiti shall be as set forth in article 
IV of chapter 38, Environment.

5. Appeal of any notice, order, or decision of the code official related to a procedure 
to determine or abate rubbish or garbage shall be as set forth in article III of 
chapter 90, Solid waste.

6. Appeal of any notice, order, or decision of the code official or city manager 
related to the abatement of an unsafe structure or condition, or of unsafe building 
equipment, shall be as set forth in section 108.6 herein.”

Sec. 18-482. – I.P.M.C. – Section 111.2,  Board jurisdiction.

Section 111.2 Membership of board, is deleted in its entirety and replaced with 111.2. Board 
jurisdiction to read as follows:

“(A) The following violations are exclusively appealable to the Board of Adjustment 
subject to those limitations as set forth in Section 111.1:

301.3 -  Vacant Structures and Land;
302.1 -  Misc. Standing/Stagnant Water;
302.3 -  Sidewalk/Driveway Maintenance;
302.3.1 -  Parking Lots/Potholes;
302.4  -  Weeds/Noxious Weeds;
302.7  -  Maintenance of Fences;
302.8  -  Inoperable/Unlicensed Vehicles;
302.8  -  Vehicle Repairs on Street;
302.9  -  Graffiti;
302.10  -  Storage of Building Materials;
303.1  -  Swimming Pools-Maintenance;
303.2  -  Swimming Pool Enclosures; or
308  -  All offenses involving the Accumulation and Disposal of Rubbish and Garbage as 
well as its Removal

(B) Those violations of the IPMC not listed above in subsection (A) shall be 
appealable to the Building Code Advisory Board subject to those limitations in 
section 111.1.”

Sec. 18-483. – I.P.M.C. – Section 112.4, Failure to comply.

Section 112.4. Failure to comply, is hereby amended to read as follows:
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“112.4. Failure to comply.  Any person who shall continue any work after having been 
served with a stop work order, except such work as that person is directed to perform to 
remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be punishable by a fine, or imprisonment, or 
both, not to exceed the limits established in section 1-5 of the municipal code.” 

Sec. 18-484. – I.P.M.C. – Section 202, General definitions.

Section 202.  General definitions, is hereby amended by adding or amending certain definitions 
to read as follows:

“Dwelling unit.  Dwelling unit has the same meaning as that set forth in the Arvada Land 
Development Code, as may be from time to time amended.

Inoperable motor vehicle.  A vehicle which cannot be driven upon the public streets for 
reasons including, but not limited to, not having a current license plate or tag, being 
wrecked, in a state of major disassembly, in a state of disrepair, or incapable of being 
moved under its own power.

Noxious weed. A plant or part thereof that meets one or more of the following criteria:

a) Aggressively invades or is detrimental to economic crops or native plant 
communities;

b) Is poisonous to livestock;

c) Is a carrier of detrimental insects, diseases, or parasites;

d) The direct or indirect effect of the presence of this plant is detrimental to 
the environmentally sound management of natural or agricultural ecosystems.

In addition, noxious weeds includes, but is not limited to the following types of 
plants:

Leafy Spurge (Euphorbia Esula), Canadian Thistle (Cirsium Arvense), Musk 
Thistle (Caduus Nutans), Russian Knapweed (Centaurea Repens), Diffuse 
Knapweed (Centurea Diffusa), Spotted Knapweed (Centaurea Maculosa), and 
Purple Loosestrife (Lythrium Salicaria).

Rubbish.  Combustible and noncombustible waste materials, except garbage, and 
including, but not limited to the residue from the burning of wood, coal, coke and other 
combustible materials, and paper, plastic, rags, cartons, boxes, wood, excelsior, rubber, 
leather, tree branches, yard trimmings, tin cans, metals, mineral matter, glass, crockery, 
dust and other similar materials regardless of whether the item could be put to any 
reasonable use or has any claimed value.  Rubbish shall also include household 
appliances, furniture, machinery, and car parts that are not stored within an enclosed 
structure.  Items may be deemed to be rubbish regardless of whether the item could be 
put to any reasonable use or has any claimed value.
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Weed.  All grasses, annual plants and other vegetation more than 12 inches in height as 
measured from ground level.  

Exceptions:

1. Trees;
2. Shrubs;
3. Cultivated flower or vegetable gardens;
4. Vegetation grown in an A-1 or R-CE zoning district for the purpose of crop 

production or as animal fodder; and
5. Plants of the Gramineae family (ornamental grasses) commonly used as part of an 

ornamental landscaping plan.”

All other definitions contained in the General definitions section shall remain the same.

Sec. 18-485. – I.P.M.C. – Section 301.1, Scope.

Section 301.1. Scope, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“301.1. Scope.  The provisions of this chapter shall govern the conditions and the 
responsibilities of persons for maintenance of structures, equipment and exterior 
property.”

Sec. 18-486. – I.P.M.C. – Section 301.2, Responsibility.

Section 301.2. Responsibility, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“301.2. Responsibility.  The owner of the premises shall maintain the structures in 
reasonable compliance with these requirements, except as otherwise provided for in this 
code. For purposes of this section, the term “reasonable” shall mean that the compliance 
with the requirements of this code shall be determined by being within the realm of 
common sense and not strict of excessive compliance. A person shall not occupy as 
owner-occupant or permit another person to occupy premises which do not comply with 
the requirements of this chapter. Occupants of a dwelling unit, rooming unit or 
housekeeping unit are responsible for keeping in a clean, sanitary and safe condition that 
part of the dwelling unit, rooming unit, housekeeping unit or premises which they occupy 
and control.”

Sec. 18-487. – I.P.M.C. – Section 301.4, Code compliance administration service fees.

Section 301.4.  Code compliance administration service  fees, is hereby added to read as follows:

“301.4. Code compliance administration service fees.  The code official shall charge 
those code compliance administration service fees as set forth in the land-use fees 
ordinance.  Any such fees charged but not paid may be assessed against the property in 
accordance with the provisions of this chapter and of chapter 59, “Municipal Liens.”  
These service fees are in addition to and separate from any fines or other penalty imposed 
by the Municipal Court for violation of any provision of this Code.”
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Sec. 18-488. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.1, Sanitation.

Section 302.1. Sanitation, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“302.1. Sanitation.  All exterior property and premises shall be maintained in a clean, 
safe and sanitary condition. The occupant shall keep that part of the exterior property 
which such occupant occupies or controls in a clean and sanitary condition, in 
compliance with this code.”

Sec. 18-489. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.3.1, Parking lots.

Section 302.3.1.  Parking lots, is hereby added to read as follows:

“302.3.1.  Parking lots.  All cracks, potholes, or other breaks in the surface of a parking 
lot shall be filled in and repaired promptly by the proprietor, who shall also take all other 
steps to ensure that the parking lot is reasonably available for use by the public.”

Sec. 18-490. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.3.2, Vegetation upon streets or sidewalks.

Section 302.3.2.  Vegetation upon streets or sidewalks, is hereby added to read as follows:

“302.3.2.  Vegetation upon streets or sidewalks.  No person shall permit vegetation or 
plant growth of any kind to obstruct, grow into or encroach upon streets or sidewalks.”

Sec. 18-491. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.3.3, Snow removal generally.

Section 302.3.3.  Snow removal generally, is hereby added to read as follows:

“302.3.3.  Snow removal generally.  The owner of any premises other than a one- or two-
family dwelling unit, or agent thereof, shall remove from sidewalk and sidewalk areas 
snow, ice, or slush within 24 hours of the end of any snow fall or ice storm.  For purposes 
of enforcement of this section 302.3.3, “sidewalk” means that portion of a street between 
the curb lines or the lateral lines of a roadway and the adjacent property lines intended for 
the use of pedestrians.  It also includes all other walkways where ever they may be 
located on the property, exterior stairs, driveways, parking spaces and similar areas.

302.3.3.1.  Snow removal for one- or two-family dwelling units.  The occupant, or 
if none, the owner of any one- or two-family dwelling unit shall remove from 
sidewalks, snow, ice, or slush within 24 hours of the end of any snow fall or ice 
storm.  For purposes of enforcement this section 302.3.3.1, “sidewalk” means that 
portion of a street between the curb lines or the lateral lines of a roadway and the 
adjacent property lines intended for the use of pedestrians.”
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Sec. 18-492. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.4, Weeds.

Section 302.4.  Weeds, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“302.4.  Weeds.  All premises and exterior property shall be maintained free from weeds 
or dead plant growth in excess of twelve (12) inches.  All noxious weeds shall be 
prohibited.

302.4.1.  Unlawful acts.  It shall be unlawful for any owner, agent, or resident 
having charge of a property to permit the growth of weeds or noxious weeds upon 
any property.

302.4.2.  Continued.  It shall be unlawful for any owner, agent, or resident having 
charge of a property to permit the growth of ornamental grasses in any area other 
than A-1 or R-CE zoning districts.

Exception:  Ornamental grasses may be cultivated in small plots as part of 
an overall ornamental landscaping plan in other than A-1 or R-CE zoning 
districts, but in no case shall they be used as a ground cover over a 
substantial portion of a property.

302.4.3.  Removal.  Removal of noxious weeds shall be done in such a manner 
that will minimize the reproduction of the noxious weeds.”

Sec. 18-493. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.7, Accessory structures.

Section 302.7. Accessory structures, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“302.7. Accessory structures.  All accessory structures, including detached garages, 
fences and walls, shall be maintained structurally sound.”

Sec. 18-494. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.8, Motor vehicles.

Section 302.8.  Motor vehicles, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“302.8.  Motor vehicles.  Except as provided for in other regulations, no inoperable motor 
vehicle shall be parked, kept, or stored on any premises, and no vehicle shall at any time 
be in a state of major disassembly, disrepair, or in the process of being stripped or 
dismantled.  Painting of vehicles is prohibited unless conducted inside an approved spray 
booth.

Exception:

1. A vehicle of any type is permitted to undergo major overhaul, including body 
work, provided that such work is performed inside a structure or similarly 
enclosed area designed and approved for such purposes.  This exception shall not 
be construed to allow or justify a violation of rules relating to home occupations 
or other provisions of the zoning or city code.”
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Sec. 18-495. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.8.1, Investigation.

Section 302.8.1.  Investigation, is hereby added to read as follows:

“302.8.1. Investigation. The chief of police or designee thereof, including code 
enforcement managers or officers, is authorized to investigate any vehicle left at any 
place within the city which reasonably appears to be in violation of this section, or may 
be lost, stolen, or unclaimed.  The chief of police or a designee thereof is hereby 
authorized to go onto private property for the purpose of making an investigation for any 
violation of this chapter for the purpose of determining ownership and condition of any 
vehicle reasonably appearing to be in violation of any provision of this code.  In the event 
that the owner of such vehicle or the person in possession of the premises on which such 
vehicle is located cannot be found, then a summons and complaint alleging the violation 
of this section may be issued against the vehicle describing the same by make, year and 
model.”

Sec. 18-496. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.9, Defacement of property.

Section 302.9.  Defacement of property, is hereby amended by adding a sentence to the end of 
the second paragraph to read as follows:

“All unlawful acts of graffiti defacement shall be charged in accordance with article VI, 
Graffiti, of chapter 62, Offenses, of the Arvada City Code.  All proceedings to determine 
or abate graffiti vandalism shall be held in accordance with article IV, Graffiti, of chapter 
38, Environment, of the Arvada City Code.”

Sec. 18-497. – I.P.M.C. – Section 302.10, Storage of building materials.

Section 302.10.  Storage of building materials, is hereby added to read as follows:

“302.10.  Storage of building materials.  In any area zoned for residential purposes, it 
shall be unlawful to store outside and uncovered any building materials unless there is in 
force a valid building permit issued by the city for construction of a new, or modification 
of an existing, structure upon the property and said materials are intended for use in 
connection with such construction or modification.  Building materials may be stored 
inside an enclosed building or may be stacked and covered in the rear of any residentially 
zoned property, out of view from any adjoining street, whether or not a building permit is 
in force.  Building materials shall include, but shall not be limited to, lumber, bricks, 
concrete or cinderblocks, plumbing materials, electrical wiring or equipment, heating 
ducts or equipment, shingles, mortar, concrete or cement, sand, gravel, dirt, rocks, nails, 
screws or any other materials used in construction or modifying any structure or 
property.”

Sec. 18-498. – I.P.M.C. – Section 303.1, Swimming pools.

Section 302.10. Swimming pools, is hereby amended to read as follows:
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“302.10. Swimming pools.  Swimming pools shall be maintained in a clean, safe and 
sanitary condition.”

Sec. 18-499. – I.P.M.C. – Section 304.1, General.

Section 304.1. General, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“304.1. General.  The exterior of a structure shall be maintained  structurally sound and 
sanitary so as not to pose a threat to the public health, safety or welfare.”

Sec. 18-500. – I.P.M.C. –Section 304.2, Appearance of structures and premises.   

Section 304.2. Protective treatment, is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced with 304.2 
Appearance of structures and premises, to read as follows:

“304.2. Appearance of structures and premises.  The exterior appearance of structures 
and premises shall not be kept or maintained in a condition that clearly impairs the 
overall appearance of a neighborhood or is likely to diminish the value and reasonable 
enjoyment of adjacent properties.  A condition that impairs the appearance of a 
neighborhood or the value and enjoyment of adjacent properties may be a single extreme 
deficiency, or it may be a combination of several deficiencies.  Such deficiencies may 
include, without limitation: exterior surfaces such as doors, door and window frames, 
walls, cornices, porches, trim, balconies, decks and fences with deteriorated surface 
treatment over a substantial portion of the surface; poorly maintained landscaping; 
accumulation of rubbish, unused equipment, building materials, and other debris; broken 
or sagging fences.”

Sec. 18-501. – I.P.M.C. – Section 304.8, Decorative features. 

Section 304.8. Decorative features, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“304.8. Decorative features.  For non-residential properties and for any portion of a 
residential structure that is within 10 feet of a public sidewalk or roadway, all cornices, 
belt courses, corbels, terra cotta trim, wall facings and similar decorative features shall be 
maintained in good repair with proper anchorage and in a safe condition.”

 Sec. 18-502. – I.P.M.C. – Section 304.9, Overhang extensions.

Section 304.9. Overhang extensions, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“304.9. Overhang extensions.  For non-residential properties and for any portion of a 
residential structure that is within 10 feet of a public sidewalk or roadway, all overhang 
extensions including, but not limited to canopies, marquees, signs, metal awnings, fire 
escapes, standpipes and exhaust ducts shall be maintained in good repair and be properly 
anchored.  When required, all exposed surfaces of metal or wood shall be protected from 
the elements and against decay or rust by periodic application of weather-coating 
materials, such as paint or similar surface treatment.”
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Sec. 18-503. – I.P.M.C. – Section 304.10, Stairways, decks, porches and balconies.

Section 304.10. Stairways, decks, porches and balconies, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“304.10. Stairways, decks, porches and balconies.  Every exterior stairway, deck, porch 
and balcony, and all appurtenances attached thereto, shall be maintained structurally 
sound, with proper anchorage and capable of supporting the imposed loads.”

 
Sec. 18-504. – I.P.M.C. – Section 304.11, Chimneys and towers.

Section 304.11. Chimneys and towers, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“304.11. Chimneys and towers.  All chimneys, cooling towers, smoke stacks, and similar 
appurtenances shall be maintained structurally safe and sound. All exposed surfaces of 
metal or wood shall be protected from the elements and against decay or rust.”

 
Sec. 18-505. – I.P.M.C. – Section 304.13, Window, skylight and door frames.

Section 304.13. Window, skylight and door frames, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“304.13. Window, skylight and door frames.  Every window, skylight and door frame 
shall be kept in structurally sound condition and weather tight.”

 
Sec. 18-506. – I.P.M.C. – Section 304.14, Insect screens. 

Section 304.14. Insect screens, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“304.14 Insect screens.  In non-residential environments every door, window and other 
outside opening required for ventilation of food preparation areas, food service areas or 
any areas where products to be included or utilized in food for human consumption are 
processed, manufactured, packaged or stored shall be supplied with approved tightly 
fitting screens of not less than 16 mesh per inch (16 mesh per 25 mm), and every screen 
door used for insect control shall have a self-closing device in good working condition.
 
Exception: Screens shall not be required where other approved means, such as air 
curtains or insect repellent fans, are employed.”

 
Sec. 18-507. – I.P.M.C. – Section 304.15, Doors.

Section 304.15. Doors, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“304.15. Doors.  All exterior doors, door assemblies and hardware shall be maintained in 
operable condition. Locks at all entrances to dwelling units and sleeping units shall 
tightly secure the door. Locks on means of egress doors shall be in accordance with 
Section 702.3.”

Sec. 18-508. – I.P.M.C. – Section 304.18.1, Doors.
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Section 304.18.1 Doors, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“304.18.1. Doors.  Doors providing access to a dwelling unit, rooming unit or 
housekeeping unit that is rented, leased or let shall be equipped with a lock. Such locks 
shall be installed according to the manufacturer's specifications and maintained in good 
working order. For the purpose of this section, a sliding bolt shall not be considered an 
acceptable lock.”

Sec. 18-509. – I.P.M.C. – Section 305.1, General.

Section 305.1. General, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows.

“305.1. General.  The interior of a structure and equipment therein shall be maintained  
structurally sound and in a sanitary condition. Occupants shall keep that part of the 
structure which they occupy or control in sanitary condition. Every owner of a structure 
containing a rooming house, housekeeping units, a hotel, a dormitory, two or more 
dwelling units or two or more nonresidential occupancies, shall maintain, in sanitary 
condition, the shared or public areas of the structure and exterior property.”

 
Sec. 18-510. – I.P.M.C. – Section 305.3, Interior surfaces.

Section 305.3. Interior surfaces, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“Section 305.3. Interior surfaces.  All interior surfaces, including windows and doors, 
shall be maintained in good, clean and sanitary condition. Peeling, chipping, flaking or 
abraded paint shall be repaired, removed or covered, if paint is demonstrated to be lead 
based paint. Cracked or loose plaster, decayed wood and other defective surface 
conditions shall be corrected.”

Sec. 18-511. – I.P.M.C. – Section 305.4, Stairs and walking surfaces.

Section 305.4. Stairs and walking surfaces, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“305.4. Stairs and walking surfaces.  Every stair, ramp, landing, balcony, porch, deck or 
other walking surface shall be maintained in sound condition.”

Sec. 18-512. – I.P.M.C. – Section 305.5, Handrails and guards.

Section 305.5. Handrails and guards, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“305.5. Handrails and guards.  Every handrail and guard shall be firmly fastened and 
capable of supporting normally imposed loads and shall be maintained in sound 
condition.”

Sec. 18-513. - I.P.M.C. – Section 306.1, General.
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Section 306.1. General, is hereby amended to reads as follows:

“306.1. General.  The components of a structure and equipment therein shall be 
maintained  structurally sound and in a sanitary condition.”

“306.1.1. Unsafe conditions.  Where any of the following conditions cause the 
component or system to be beyond its limit state, the component or system shall 
be determined as unsafe and shall be repaired replaced or demolished to comply 
with the International Building Code as required for existing buildings:

 
1. Soils that have been subjected to any of the following conditions:
 
1.1. Collapse of footing or foundation system;
 
1.2. Damage to footing, foundation, concrete or other structural 
element due to soil expansion;
 
1.3. Adverse effects to the design strength of footing, foundation, 
concrete or other structural element due to a chemical reaction from the 
soil or from the effects of groundwater.
 
2. Concrete that is deteriorated, deformed, fractured or otherwise 
defective in any structural element making such element unsafe.

Exception:
 

1. When substantiated otherwise by an approved method.” 

Sec. 18-514. - I.P.M.C. – Section 308.3, Disposal of garbage.

Section 308.3. Disposal of garbage, is amended to read as follows:

“308.3. Disposal of garbage.  Every occupant of a structure shall dispose of garbage in a 
clean and sanitary manner by placing such garbage in an approved garbage disposal  
facilities or garbage containers.”

 
Sec. 18-515. - I.P.M.C. – Section 303.3.2, Containers.

Section 303.3.2. Containers, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“303.3.2. Containers.  The operator of every establishment producing garbage shall 
provide, and at all times cause to be utilized, leakproof containers provided with close-
fitting covers for the storage of such materials until removed from the premises for 
disposal.”

Sec. 18-516. – I.P.M.C. – Section 308.4, Removal of rubbish or garbage.

Section 308.4.  Removal of rubbish or garbage, is hereby added to read as follows:
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“308.4.  Removal of rubbish or garbage. The owner, lessee, tenant or any other person 
having the right to possession of all or a portion of any premises shall provide for the 
removal of all rubbish or garbage from the premises at regular intervals.  Removal of 
rubbish or garbage shall occur no less than once every thirty days, or more often if 
necessary to prevent a nuisance.”

Sec. 18-517. – I.P.M.C. – Section 308.5, Residential areas.

Section 308.5.  Residential areas, is hereby added to read as follows:

“308.5.  Residential areas.  No rubbish or garbage containers shall be stored in front of a 
residence, whether single-family or multiple-family, or in front of the residential building 
line closest to an adjacent street.  Such containers shall be placed as close to curbside as 
possible without obstructing the sidewalk or street in front of a single-family dwelling or 
multiple-family dwelling for collection purposes, for a period not to exceed 24 
consecutive hours once each week.”

Sec. 18-518. – I.P.M.C. – Section 308.6, Other than residential areas.

Section 308.6.  Other than residential areas, is hereby added to read as follows:

“308.6. Other than residential areas.  The owner, lessee, tenant or any other person 
having the right to possession of all or a portion of any premises used for other than 
residential purposes shall provide adequate and accessible enclosures for the storage of 
rubbish and garbage containers.  Said enclosures shall either be in an area fully contained 
within a building or be in an area fully screened from public view by masonry or solid 
noncombustible fencing at least six feet in height.  Uses existing prior to August 12, 
1980, shall be exempt from this provision.”

Sec. 18-519. – I.P.M.C. – Section 308.7, Unlawful use of another’s rubbish or garbage 
container.

Section 308.7.  Unlawful use of another’s rubbish or garbage container, is hereby added to read 
as follows:

“308.7.  Unlawful use of another’s rubbish or garbage container. It shall be unlawful for 
any person to put, place or dump rubbish or garbage in, on, under or around a rubbish or 
garbage container belonging to another except where written permission for such use is 
granted by the owner or lessee of the real property on which the dumpster or other 
rubbish or garbage container is located.”

Sec. 18-520. – I.P.M.C. – Section 308.8, Abatement and removal.

Section 308.8.  Abatement and removal, is hereby added to read as follows:
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“308.8.  Abatement and removal.  All proceedings to determine, abate, or remove rubbish 
and/or garbage shall be done in accordance with article III, Abatement procedures for 
rubbish and garbage, of chapter 90, Solid Waste, of the Arvada City Code.”

Sec. 18-521. – I.P.M.C. – Section 309.1, Infestation.

Section 309.1. Infestation, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“309.1. Infestation.  All structures shall be kept free from insect and rodent infestation. 
All structures found to be infested by insects or rodents shall be promptly exterminated 
by approved processes that will not be injurious to human health. After extermination, 
proper precautions shall be taken to prevent reinfestation.”

Sec. 18-522. – I.P.M.C. – Section 402.2, Common halls and stairways.

Section 402.2. Common halls and stairways, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“402.2. Common halls and stairways.  Every common hall and stairway in residential 
occupancies, other than in one- and two-family dwellings, shall be illuminated at all 
times with at least a 60-watt standard incandescent light bulb for each 200 square feet (19 
m2) of floor area or equivalent illumination, provided that the spacing between lights 
shall not be greater than 30 feet (9144 mm). In other than residential occupancies, means 
of egress, including exterior means of egress, stairways shall be illuminated at all times 
the building space served by the means of egress is occupied with a minimum of 1 
footcandle (11 lux) at floors, landings and treads.”

Sec. 18-523. – I.P.M.C. – Section 403.2, Bathrooms and toilet rooms.

Section 403.2. Bathrooms and toilet rooms, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“403.2. Bathrooms and toilet rooms.  Every bathroom and toilet room shall have an 
openable window or mechanical ventilation system. Air exhausted by a mechanical 
ventilation system from a bathroom or toilet room shall discharge to the outdoors and 
shall not be recirculated.”

Sec. 18-524. – I.P.M.C. – Section 501.2, Responsibility.

Section 501.2. Responsibility, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“501.2. Responsibility.  The owner or occupant of the structure shall provide and 
maintain such plumbing facilities and plumbing fixtures in compliance with these 
requirements. A person shall not occupy as owner-occupant or permit another person to 
occupy any structure or premises which does not comply with the requirements of this 
chapter.”

 
Sec. 18-525. – I.P.M.C. – Section 505.1, General.

Section 505.1. General, is hereby amended to read as follows:
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“Section 505.1. General.  Every sink, lavatory, bathtub or shower, drinking fountain, 
water closet or other plumbing fixture shall be properly connected to either a public water 
system or to an approved private water system or well.  All kitchen sinks, lavatories, 
laundry facilities, bathtubs and showers shall be supplied with hot or tempered and cold 
running water in accordance with the International Plumbing Code.”

 
Sec. 18-526. – I.P.M.C. – Section 602.2, Residential occupancies.

Section 602.2. Residential occupancies, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“Section 602.2. Residential occupancies.  Dwellings shall be provided with heating 
facilities capable of maintaining a room temperature of 68°F (20°C) in all habitable 
rooms, bathrooms and toilet rooms based on the winter outdoor design temperature for 
the locality indicated in Appendix D of the International Plumbing Code. Cooking 
appliances shall not be used to provide space heating to meet the requirements of this 
section.”

Sec. 18-527. – I.P.M.C. – Section 602.3, Heat supply

Section 602.3.  Heat Supply, is herby amended by adding the dates in the blanks of the first 
paragraph to read as follows:

“602.3.  Heat supply. (Insert dates)  “from September 1st to May 1st””

Sec. 18-528. – I.P.M.C. – Section 602.4, Occupiable work spaces

Section 602.4.  Occupiable work spaces, is hereby amended by adding the dates in the blanks of 
the first paragraph to read as follows:

“602.4.  Occupiable work spaces. (insert dates) “from September 1st to May 1st””

Sec. 18-529. – I.P.M.C. – Chapter 8, Referenced standards.

Chapter 8.  Referenced standards, is hereby amended by deleting the following I.C.C. referenced 
standards:

1. I.C.C. EC-06, ICC Electrical Code – Administrative Provisions; and
2. I.Z.C. EC-06, International Zoning Code.

All other referenced standards shall remain unchanged.

Secs. 18-530 – 18-5469.  Reserved

Section 13.  Article XII, International Swimming Pool and Spa Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings 
and Building Code Regulations of the Arvada City Code, is hereby enacted by adopting by 
reference the 2018 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code, subject to the additions, 
amendments, and deletions set forth as follows:
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ARTICLE XII.  INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING POOL AND SPA CODE

Sec. 18-550. Adopted.

Pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq. and the Arvada City Charter, the International Swimming 
Pool and Spa Code, 2018 Edition, published by the International Code Council, 5203 Leesburg 
Pike, Suite 600, Falls Church, VA 22041, is hereby adopted by reference and incorporated into 
the Arvada City Code.  

The International Swimming Pool and Spa Code shall be known as the “I.S.P.S.C.” and may be 
referred to as such.

Sec. 18-551. – I.S.P.S.C. – Section 101.1, Title.

Sec. 101.1.  Title, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“101.1.  Title.  These regulations shall be known as the International Swimming Pool and 
Spa Code of the City of Arvada hereinafter referred to as “this code.””

Sec. 18-552. – I.S.P.S.C. – Section 105.5.3, Expiration.

Section 105.5.3. Expiration, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“105.5.3. Expiration.  Expiration of permits shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-39(f).”

Sec. 18-553. – I.S.P.S.C. – Section 105.5.4, Extensions.

Section 105.5.4. Extensions, is hereby deleted in its entirety.

Sec. 18-554. – I.S.P.S.C. – Section 105.6, Fees.

Section 105.6. Fees, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“105.6. Fees.  The fees for all work shall be as set forth in Sec. 18-42.”

Sec. 18-555. – I.S.P.S.C. – Section 107.4, Violation penalties.

Section 107.4.  Violation penalties, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

“107.4.  Violation penalties.  Any violation of the mechanical code shall be punishable by 
a fine, or imprisonment, or both, not to exceed the limits established in Section 1-5 of the 
Arvada City Code.” 

Sec. 18-556. – I.S.P.S.C. – Section 107.5 , Stop work orders.

Section 107.5. Stop work orders, is hereby amended by deleting the last sentence. 
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Sec 18-557. – I.S. P.S.C. – Section 108, Means of Appeal.

Section 108. Means of Appeal is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

“108.1 Means of Appeal.  Appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the 
building official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be in 
accordance with Section 18-36.”

Secs. 18-558 – 18-569.  Reserved

Section 14. Article XIII, National Electrical Code, of Chapter 18, Buildings and Building Code 
Regulations, of the Arvada City Code, is hereby enacted by adopting by reference the 2014 
National Electrical Code, subject to the additions, amendments, and deletions set forth as 
follows:

ARTICLE XIII. NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE

Sec. 18-570. Adopted.

Pursuant to Title 31, Article 16, C.R.S. § 31-16-101 et seq. and the Arvada City Charter, the 
National Electrical Code, as currently adopted by the State of Colorado or as is from time to time 
modified, re-enacted or re-adopted by the State of Colorado is hereby adopted as the electrical 
code of the City of Arvada.  2014 Edition, including Annexes A through F, published by the 
National Fire Protection Association, is hereby adopted by reference and incorporated into the 
Arvada City Code.
Annex G, Administration, of the National Electrical Code, 2014 Edition, is excluded from 
adoption.

The 2014 National Electrical Code shall be known as the "N.E.C." or the "electrical code," and 
may be cited and referred to as such.

Any reference in any of the technical codes to the International Code Council Electrical Code 
shall be to the most nearly equivalent section of the 2011 Edition of the National Electrical Code, 
or any successor electrical code adopted by Arvada.

Sec. 18-571. – N.E.C. – Section 210.52(B)(1), Receptacle outlets served.

Section 210.52(B)(1).  Receptacle outlets served, is hereby amended by amending the first 
paragraph in its entirety to read as follows:

"210.52(B)(1).  Receptacle outlets served. In the kitchen, pantry, breakfast room, dining room, or 
similar area of a dwelling unit, the two or more 20-ampere small appliance branch circuits 
required by 210.11(C)(1) shall serve all receptacle outlets covered by 210.52(A) and (C) and 
receptacle outlets for refrigeration equipment. Such circuits shall be limited to a maximum of 
four (4) outlets per circuit."

The exceptions listed in Section 210.52(B)(1) shall remain the same.
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Sec. 18-572. – N.E.C. – Section 230.70(A)(1), Readily accessible location.

Section 230.70(A)(1).  Readily accessible location, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:

"230.70(A) (1).  Readily accessible location. The service disconnecting (main disconnect) means 
shall be installed at a readily accessible location outside of a building or structure.

EXCEPTION: The service disconnecting means may be installed inside the building if it is 
located within a room built with materials similar to that of the building or structure that is used 
only for electrical equipment and has exterior access by doors having a minimum dimension of 
three (3) feet (914 mm) by six (6) feet eight (8) inches (2032 mm). The doors shall be labeled 
"MAIN ELECTRICAL DISCONNECT" in a minimum of one (1) inch (25 mm) letters on a 
contrasting background. The disconnect must be located nearest the point of entrance into the 
building of the service conductors in accordance with this code. In residential single-family 
homes, the main disconnect may be installed inside the garage if near a service door, when 
approved by the building official. Service disconnecting means shall not be installed in 
bathrooms.  Each occupant shall have access to the disconnect serving the dwelling unit in which 
they reside."

Sec. 18-573. – N.E.C. – Section 358.12, Uses not permitted.

Section 358.12.  Uses not permitted, is hereby amended by adding a new seventh paragraph to 
read as follows:

“358.12. Uses not permitted,  (7) In direct contact with earth, in ground-supported concrete flat 
work, or in areas subject to severe corrosive influences regardless of corrosive protection 
coatings."

Secs. 18-574 – 18-599.  Reserved

Section 4.  Should any provision of this ordinance be declared by a court to be unconstitutional 
or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole, or any part 
thereof, other than the part so declared to be unconstitutional or invalid.

Section 5.  This ordinance shall be effective on October 1, 2020.

INTRODUCED, READ, AND ORDERED PUBLISHED this 17th day of August, 2020.

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 14th day of September, 2020.

                                           

____________________________________
Marc Williams, Mayor
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ATTEST:

____________________________
City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Rachael A. Morris, City Attorney:

BY:  _______________________________
Publication Dates: August 17, 2020

September 14, 2020
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COUNCIL BILL NO. 20-
ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REENACTING
CHAPTER 42, FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION OF THE ARVADA CITY 

CODE, THROUGH ADOPTION BY REFERENCE OF THE 2018 INTERNATIONAL 
FIRE CODE PUBLISHED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL, AND 

ESTABLISHING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARVADA, 
COLORADO:

Section 1. Articles I, II, and III of Chapter 42 of the Arvada City Code is hereby repealed.

Section 2. Article I of Chapter 42, International Fire Code is hereby enacted to read as 
follows:

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

Sec. 42-1 - 42-30. Reserved.

Section 3.   Article II of Chapter 42, International Fire Code, of the Arvada City Code, is 
hereby enacted by adopting by reference the 2018 International Fire Code, subject to the 
additions, amendments and deletions set forth as follow:

ARTICLE II. INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE

Sec. 42-31. Adopted.

Pursuant to Title 31, Article 16, C.R.S. and the Arvada City Charter, the 2018 
International Fire Code, including Appendices B, D, E, F, G H, I, K, L, and N published 
by the International Code Council is hereby adopted by reference thereto and 
incorporated into the Arvada City Code. 

Sec. 42-32. - I.F.C. - Section 101.1. Title.

Section 101.1. Title, is hereby amended to read as follows:

 “101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Fire Code of the City of 
Arvada, hereinafter referred to as “this code,” or “IFC.””

Sec. 42-33. – I.F.C. - Section 103.1. General.

Section 103.1. General, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:
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“103.1. General. The respective fire code official shall be responsible for the 
implementation, administration, and enforcement of this code within the Arvada 
Fire Protection District, Adams County Fire Protection District, and the Coal 
Creek Fire Protection District. In areas where there is no fire district, the chief 
building official shall be responsible for the implementation, administration, and 
enforcement of this code.” 

Sec. 42-34. – I.F.C. – Section 103.4.1. Legal defense.

Section 103.4.1. Legal defense, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“103.4.1. Legal defense. Any suit or criminal complaint instituted against any 
officer or employee of any fire protection district or any officer or employee of 
the City of Arvada because of an act performed by that officer or employee in the 
lawful discharge of duties and under the provisions of this code shall be defended 
by the legal representative of the fire protection district or City by which he or she 
is employed until the final termination of the proceedings. The fire code official, 
city officer, employee or any subordinate shall not be liable for costs in an action, 
suit or proceeding that is instituted in pursuance of the provisions of this code; 
and any officer or employee of any fire protection district or any officer or 
employee of the City of Arvada, acting in good faith, and without malice, shall be 
free from liability for acts performed under any of its provisions or by reason of 
any act or omission in the performance of official duties in connection therewith.”

Sec. 42-35. – I.F.C. – Section 105.6. Required operational permits.

Section 105.6. Required operational permits, subsections are hereby deleted in its entirety 
except for the following:  

● 105.6.2 Amusement buildings
● 105.6.4 Carnivals and fairs
● 105.6.14 Explosives
● 105.6.30 Mobile food preparation vehicles
● 105.6.32 Open burning
● 105.6.33 Open flames and torches
● 105.6.36 Outdoor assembly event
● 105.6.39 Private fire hydrants
● 105.6.40 Pyrotechnic special effects material
● 105.6.47 Temporary membrane structures and tents

Sec. 42-36. – I.F.C. – Section 105.7 Required construction permits

Section 105.7 Required construction permits, the following subsection is added as 
follows:
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“105.7.26 Temporary fire apparatus access roads. A construction permit is 
required for the installation of a temporary fire apparatus access road when used 
in lieu of an approved surface per Section 503.2.3 and Chapter 33.”

Sec. 42-37. – I.F.C. – Section 108.3 Recordkeeping

Section 108.3 Record keeping, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“108.3 Recordkeeping. A record of periodic inspections, tests, servicing and other 
operations and maintenance shall be maintained on the premises or other 
approved location for not less than 3 years, or a different period of time where 
specified in this code or referenced standards. Records shall be made available for 
inspection by the fire code official, and a copy of the records shall be provided to 
the fire code official on request. 
The fire code official is authorized to prescribe the form and format of such 
recordkeeping. The fire code official is authorized to require that certain required 
records be filed with the fire code official, through a third-party reporting 
company chosen by the fire district. “

Sec. 42-38. – I.F.C. – Section 109.1. Board of appeals established.

Section 109.1. Board of appeals established, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“109.1. Board of appeals established. In order to hear and decide appeals of 
orders, decisions, or determinations made by the fire code official relative to the 
application and interpretation of this code, there is hereby created a board of 
appeals. The board of appeals shall be known as the Building Code Advisory 
Board (BCAB). The BCAB shall be appointed by the governing body and shall 
hold office at its pleasure. The fire code official of the responsible fire district 
shall be an ex-officio member of said board but shall not vote on any matter 
before the board. Rules of procedure for conducting the Board’s business shall be 
as set forth in section 18-36 of the administrative code, as amended, in Article II 
Chapter 18 of the Arvada City Code.” 

Sec. 42-39. – I.F.C. – Section 109.3. Qualifications.

Section 109.3. Qualifications, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“108.3. Qualifications. Qualifications of the members of the BCAB shall be as set 
forth in Section 18-36 of the administrative code, as amended, in Article II 
Chapter 18 of the Arvada City Code.”

Sec. 42-40. – I.F.C. – Section 110.4. Violation penalties.

http://library.municode.com/HTML/19934/level4/PTIICOOR_CH18BUBURE_ARTIIAD_DIV1GEAURE.html
http://library.municode.com/HTML/19934/level2/PTIICOOR_CH18BUBURE.html
http://library.municode.com/HTML/19934/level2/PTIICOOR_CH18BUBURE.html
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Section 110.4. Violation penalties, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:

“110.4. Violation penalties. Persons, firms or corporations who shall violate a 
provision of this code or shall fail to comply with any of the requirements thereof 
or who shall erect, install, alter, repair or do work in violation of the approved 
construction documents or directive of the fire code official, or of a permit or 
certificate used under the provisions of this code, shall be guilty of a fire code 
violation, punishable by a fine, or by imprisonment or both, not to exceed the 
limits established in Section 1-5 of the Arvada City Code. The denial, suspension, 
revocation or restriction of any permit or other privilege conferred by this code 
shall not be regarded as a penalty for the purposes of this chapter. Each day that a 
violation continues after due notice has been served, shall be deemed a separate 
offense.”

Sec. 42-41. – I.F.C. – Section 112.1. Order.

Section 112.1. Order, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“112.1. Order. Whenever the fire code official finds any work regulated bythe 
Code is being performed in a manner contrary to the provisions of this code or in 
a dangerous or unsafe manner, the fire code official, with the concurrence of the 
building official, is authorized to issue a stop work order.”

Sec. 42-42 - Sec 42-50. Reserved.

Sec. 42-51 - I.F.C. Section 202 General Definitions

Section 202 General Definitions, shall be amended by adding the following definition:

“202 Occupancy Classification, Assembly Group A: Accessory with places of 
worship. 
1. Accessory religious educational rooms and religious auditoriums with occupant 
loads of less than 100 per room or space are not considered separate occupancies.
2. Rooms and spaces within places of religious worship providing overnight 
homeless sheltering for fewer than 50 occupants, for less than 16 continuous 
hours, shall be classified as part of the primary occupancy notwithstanding any 
other provisions of this code which would disallow overnight occupancy in such 
rooms or spaces, and provided the aggregate area used for sleeping is less than 
10,000 square feet and has all of the following: 

a) exiting and emergency lighting
b) operational smoke alarms and carbon monoxide alarms in all sleeping 
areas 
c) a minimum of one awake attendant 
d) an emergency plan
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An operational permit and an approved emergency plan for such use may be 
required on an annual basis through the governing Fire Code Official subject to 
review of compliance with these provisions.”

Sec. 42-52. – I.F.C. – Section 308.1.4. Open-flame cooking devices.

Section 308.1.4. Open-flame cooking devices, is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

“308.1.4. Open-flame cooking devices.  Charcoal burners and other open-flame 
cooking devices shall not be operated on combustible balconies or within 10 feet 
(3048mm) of combustible construction.

 
Exceptions:

1. One- and two-family dwellings.
2. Where buildings, balconies or decks are protected by an approved 
automatic sprinkler system."
3. Gas burners having L-P gas container with a water capacity up to twenty 

(20) pounds (9.1kg) L-P gas capacity may be used on combustible 
construction.”

Sec. 42-53. – I.F.C. – Section 315.3.5. Storage in buildings.

Section 315.3.5. Storage in buildings, is hereby amended by addition of the following 
subsection:

“315.3.5. Marking maximum permitted storage height.  Identification of the 
maximum approved storage height shall be provided in areas where stacked or 
shelved storage of materials occurs. The maximum approved height will be based 
upon the requirements of Section 315 and Chapter 32. Maximum storage height 
identification shall consist of a minimum of a four (4) inch (101.6mm) stripe on a 
contrasting background shall be placed at the maximum storage height as 
determined by Section 315 and Chapter 32 above the finished floor and clearly 
labeled with the designation “No Storage Above This Line”. 

Sec. 42-54. – I.F.C. – Section 503.1. Where required.

Section 503.1. Where required, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

“503.1. Where required. Fire apparatus access roads shall be provided and 
maintained in accordance with Sections 503.1.1 through 503.1.3 and Appendix 
D.”

Sec. 42-55 - I.F.C. – Section 503.2. Specifications.
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Section 503.2. Specifications, is hereby amended to read as follows:

503.2 Specifications. Fire apparatus access roads shall be installed and arranged in 
accordance with Sections 503.2.1 through 503.2.8 and Appendix B.

Sec. 42-56 - I.F.C. – Section 503.2.1. Surface.

Section 503.2.3 Surface, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

“503.2.3 Surface. Fire apparatus access roads shall be designed and maintained to 
support the imposed loads of fire apparatus and shall be paved so as to provide 
all-weather driving capabilities.”

Sec. 42-57. – I.F.C. – Section 503.2.1. Dimensions.

Section 503.2.1. Dimensions, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

"503.2.1 Dimensions-Public streets.  Public streets that are used for fire apparatus 
access shall have an unobstructed width that meets the dimensions and parking 
restrictions as set forth by the Street Standards adopted by the City of Arvada; 
and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than thirteen (13) feet six (6) 
inches (4115 mm).”

Sec. 42-58. – I.F.C. – Section 503.2.1. Dimensions.

Section 503.2.1. Dimensions, is hereby amended by addition of the following subsection:

“503.2.1.1. Dimensions-Private streets, roads, drives.  Private streets, roads or 
drives designated as fire apparatus access shall have an unobstructed width of not 
less than twenty-four (24) feet (7315.2mm) and an unobstructed vertical clearance 
of not less than thirteen (13) feet six (6) inches (4115 mm).”

Sec. 42-59. – I.F.C. – Section 507.5.1.1 Hydrant for standpipe systems

Section 507.5.1.1 Hydrant for standpipe systems, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“507.5.1.1 Hydrant for automatic sprinkler systems and standpipe systems. 
Buildings equipped with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with 
Section 903.3.1.1 or Section 903.3.1.2 and/or standpipe system installed in 
accordance with Section 905 shall have a fire hydrant a minimum of 50 feet and a 
maximum of 150 feet of the fire department connection. 

Exception: The distance shall be permitted to exceed 150 feet where 
approved by the fire code official”
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Sec. 42-60. – I.F.C. – Section 510.4.1.1 Minimum signal strength into the building

Section 510.4.1.1 Minimum signal strength into the building, is amended in its entirety to 
read as follows:

“510.4.1.1 Minimum signal strength into the building. A minimum signal strength 
of -95 dBm shall be receivable within the building.”

Sec. 42.61. – I.F.C. – Section 510.4.1.2 Minimum signal strength out of the building

Section 510.4.1.2 Minimum signal strength out of the building, is amended in its entirety 
to read as follows:

“510.4.1.2 Minimum signal strength out of the building. A minimum signal 
strength of -95 dBm shall be received by the agency’s radio system when 
transmitted from within the building.”

Sec 42-62. – I.F.C. – Section 510.5.1.  Approval prior to installation.

Section 510.5.1.  Approval prior to installation, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“510.5.1. Approval prior to installation.  Amplification systems capable of 
operating on frequencies licensed to any public safety agency by the FCC shall 
not be installed without prior coordination and approval of the City’s radio system 
administrator and local fire code official.”

Section 42-63. – I.F.C. – Section 510.5.2.  Minimum qualifications of personnel.

Section 510.5.2.  Minimum qualifications of personnel, is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

“510.5.2.  Minimum qualifications of personnel.  The minimum qualifications of 
the system designer and lead installation personnel shall include:

1. Certifications of in-building system training issued by a nationally recognized 
organization, school or a certificate issued by the manufacturer of the 
equipment being installed.

This qualification shall not be required where demonstration of adequate skills 
and experience are satisfactory to either the City’s radio systems administrator or 
the fire code official.”

Sections 42-64 - 42-69.  Reserved.

Sec. 42-70. I.F.C. – Section 901.4.6. Pump and riser room size.
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Section 901.4.6. Pump and riser room size, is hereby amended to read as follows:
“Sec. 901.4.6. Pump and riser room size. Where provided, fire pump rooms and 
automatic sprinkler system riser rooms shall be designed with adequate space for 
all equipment necessary for the installation, as defined by the manufacturer, with 
sufficient working space around the stationary equipment. Clearances around 
equipment to elements of permanent construction, including other installed 
equipment and appliances, shall be sufficient to allow inspection, service, repair 
or replacement without removing such elements of permanent construction or 
disabling the function of a required fire-resistance-rated assembly. Fire pump and 
automatic sprinkler system riser rooms shall be provided with doors and 
unobstructed passageways large enough to allow removal of the largest piece of 
equipment. The room shall provide a minimum of 36 square feet working space 
around a fire pump or automatic sprinkler system riser.” 

Sec. 42-71. I.F.C. – Section 901.4.6.1. Access.

Section 901.4.6.1. Access, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“901.4.6.1 Access. When automatic fire sprinkler system risers, fire pumps and 
controllers shall be provided with ready access. Where located in a fire pump 
room or automatic sprinkler system riser room, the door shall be permitted to be 
locked provided that the key is available at all times. When automatic fire 
sprinkler systems are provided within a building and the system serves multiple 
tenant spaces, the main fire sprinkler control valves shall be placed within an 
approved room that has access provided directly from the building exterior.”

Sec. 42-72. I.F.C. – Section 901.6 Inspection, testing and maintenance.

Section 901.6 Inspection, testing and maintenance, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“901.6 Inspection, testing and maintenance. Fire detection and alarm systems, 
emergency alarm systems, gas detection systems, fire-extinguishing systems, 
mechanical smoke exhaust systems and smoke and heat vents shall be maintained 
in an operative condition at all times and shall be replaced or repaired where 
defective. Nonrequired fire protection systems and equipment shall be inspected, 
tested and maintained or removed. The removal of any non-required fire protection 
system or equipment shall be approved by the fire district.”

Sec. 42-73. I.F.C. – Section 903.1 General

Section 903.1 General, is hereby amended by adding the following subsections:

“903.1.2 Location of sprinkler control valves. When automatic sprinkler systems 
are required within a building and the system serves more than one tenant space, 
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the main control valves shall be located within an approved room that is accessible 
directly from the building exterior. The door shall be not less than three (3) feet in 
width by six (6) feet in height. 

903.1.3 Fire department access. Any change of occupancy of an existing building 
that does not have approved fire department access as required in Chapter 5 may 
be required by the fire code official to have an automatic fire sprinkler system 
installed regardless of the building size.

903.1.4 Multi-tenant buildings. In buildings that have warehouse space(s) that have 
the ability to allow high-piled combustible storage per Chapter 32 shall have a fire 
line installed with a main that runs the length of the building for future addition of 
fire sprinkler systems.” 

Sec. 42-74. I.F.C. – Section 903.4.2. Alarms.

Section 903.4.2. Alarms, is hereby amended to read as follows and with the added 
subsection: 

"903.4.2. Alarms. An approved audible/visual alarm device, located on the 
exterior of the building in an approved location, shall be connected to each 
automatic sprinkler system. Such sprinkler waterflow alarm devices shall be 
activated by waterflow equivalent to the flow of a single sprinkler of the smallest 
orifice size installed in the system. Where a fire alarm system is installed, 
actuation of the automatic sprinkler system shall actuate the building fire alarm 
system and cause notification as set forth in Section 907.5. When buildings have 
multiple tenant spaces notification devices shall be installed in accordance with 
Section 907.5 in each tenant space.  

903.4.2.1 Audible and visual signals. Audible and visual fire alarm notification 
devices shall be connected to every automatic sprinkler system. Such audible and 
visual devices shall be activated throughout the building upon water flow. When 
buildings have multiple tenant spaces, notification devices shall be installed in 
accordance with Section 907.5 in each tenant space.”

Sec. 42-75. I.F.C. – Section 904.13. Domestic cooking systems 

Section 904.13. Domestic cooking systems is hereby amended by adding item number 
four (4.) as follows:

“4.     In Group R-4 occupancies where domestic cooking facilities are installed in 
accordance with Section 407.2.3 of the International Building Code.”

Sec. 42-76. I.F.C. – Section 907.5.2.2 Emergency voice/alarm communication
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Section 907.5.2.2 Emergency voice/alarm communication, is hereby amended by adding 
the following subsection:

“907.5.2.2.6. Intelligibility. The intelligibility of a voice/alarm communication 
system shall be tested in an objective manner in accordance with NFPA 72.”

Sec. 42-77. I.F.C. – Section 912.2. Location. 

Section 912.2. Location, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

“912.2. Location. With respect to hydrants, driveways, buildings and landscaping, 
fire department connections shall be so located that fire apparatus and hose 
connected to supply the system will not obstruct access to the buildings for other 
fire apparatus.  The fire department connection for automatic sprinkler systems 
and standpipe systems shall be located a minimum of 50 feet and a maximum 150 
feet (45,720 mm) of a fire hydrant.”

Sec. 42-78. I.F.C. - Section 912.4.1. Locking fire department connection caps.

Section 912.4.1. Locking fire department connection caps, is hereby amended in to read 
as follows: 

"912.4.1. Locking fire department connection caps. Approved locking fire 
department connection caps shall be installed on all new water-based fire 
protection systems. Locking fire department connection caps shall be installed 
when fire department connection caps are found missing on existing water-based 
fire protection systems and the fire department connection is subjected to internal 
obstructions.”

Sec. 42-79. I.F.C. – Section 1103.2. Emergency responder radio coverage in existing 
buildings.

Section 1103.2. Emergency responder radio coverage in existing buildings, is hereby 
amended in its entirety to read as follows:

“1103.2.  IFC – Section 1103.2.  Emergency responder radio coverage in existing 
buildings.  Buildings undergoing alterations in accordance with Section 505 of the 
International Existing Building Code (Alteration - Level 3), and Section 507 of 
the International Existing Building Code (Additions), shall comply with the 
Emergency Responder Radio Coverage provisions in Section 510 of the IFC.”

Sec. 42-80. I.F.C. – Section 3103.9 Structural stability and anchorage required.

Section 3103.9 Structural stability and anchorage required, is amended to read as 
follows:
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“3103.9 Structural stability and anchorage required. Tents or membrane 
structures and their appurtenances shall be designed and installed to withstand the 
elements of weather and prevent collapsing. Water barrels are strictly prohibited 
from use for anchorage of tents and membrane structures. Documentation of 
structural stability shall be furnished to the fire code official.”

Sec. 42-81. I.F.C. - Section 3310.1. Required Access.

Section 3310.1. Required Access, is amended to read as follows:

“3310.1. Required access. Approved fire apparatus access for firefighting and 
emergency medical services is required to all construction or demolition sites. 
Access shall be provided to within 150 feet (45,720mm) of all portions of the 
exterior walls of the first story of the building as measured by an approved route 
around the exterior of the building. When approved and permitted per Section 
105.7.26, temporary fire apparatus access can be installed during construction of 
sites not consisting of one- and two-family dwellings or Group R occupancies and 
where practical difficulty exists with providing permanent access during 
construction. Permanent fire apparatus access shall be provided prior to 
occupancy. Approved temporary access shall be installed as set forth in Section 
3310.2.”

Sec. 42-82. I.F.C. – Section 3310.3. Temporary fire apparatus access specifications.

Section 3310.3. Temporary fire apparatus access specifications, is hereby added to read 
as follows:

“3310.3 Temporary fire apparatus access specifications. Temporary fire 
apparatus access roads shall be installed and arranged in accordance with Sections 
3310.3.1 through 3310.3.3.

Sec. 42-83. I.F.C. – Section 3310.3.1. Dimensions.

Section 3310.3.1. Dimensions, is hereby added to read as follows:

“3310.3.1. Dimensions. Temporary fire apparatus access roads shall have an 
unobstructed width of not less than 24 feet (6096 mm) and a vertical clearance of 
not less than 13 feet 6 inches (4115 mm).”

Sec. 42-84. I.F.C. – Section 3310.3.2. Surface

Section 3310.3.2. Surface, is hereby added to read as follows:
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“3310.3.2. Surface.  Temporary fire apparatus access roads shall have an all-
weather surface consisting of the first lift of asphalt, concrete, alternative design 
as approved by a geotechnical engineer. The surface shall be capable of 
supporting an 85,000 pound imposed load, all weather maintainable and free from 
obstructions. Documentation from a licensed civil engineer attesting that the 
surface will support the required imposed load shall be provided.”  

Sec. 42-85. I.F.C. – Section 3310.3.3. Dead ends.

Section 3310.3.3. Dead ends, is hereby added to read as follows:

“3310.3.3. Dead ends. Dead-end temporary fire apparatus access roads in excess 
of 150 feet (45,720 mm) in length shall be provided with an approved area for 
turning around fire apparatus.” 

Sec. 42-86. I.F.C. – Section 5307.1 General

Section 5307.1 General, is amended to read as follows:

5307.1 General. Compressed gasses in storage or use not regulated by this 
material-specific provisions of Chapters 6, 54, 55 and 60 through 67, including 
asphyxiant, irritant and radioactive gasses, shall comply with this section in 
addition to other requirements of this chapter. The provisions of this chapter shall 
apply to new or existing systems.

Sec. 42-87. I.F.C. – Section 5307.3 Liquid carbon dioxide systems used in beverage 
dispensing applications

Section 5307.3 Liquid carbon dioxide systems used in beverage dispensing applications, 
is amended and reads as follows:

“5307.3 Liquid carbon dioxide systems used in beverage dispensing 
applications.” 

Sec. 42-88. I.F.C. - Section 5704.2.9.6.1. Locations where above-ground tanks are 
prohibited.

Section 5704.2.9.6.1 Locations where above-ground tanks are prohibited, is amended to 
read as follows:

“5704.2.9.6.1. Locations where above-ground tanks are prohibited. The storage 
of Class I and II liquids in above-ground tanks shall conform to the geographic 
limits established in this code.”
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Sec. 42-89. I.F.C. - Section 5706.2.4.4. Locations where above-ground tanks are 
prohibited.

Section 5706.2.4.4. Locations where above-ground tanks are prohibited, is amended to 
read as follows:

“5706.2.4.4. Locations where above-ground tanks are prohibited. The storage of 
Class I and II liquids in above-ground tanks shall conform to the geographic 
limits established in this code.”

Sec. 42-90. I.F.C. - Section 5806.2. Limitations.

Section 5806.2 Limitations, is amended to read as follows:

“5806.2. Limitations. Storage of flammable cryogenic fluids in stationary 
containers outside of buildings shall conform to the geographic limits established 
in this code.”

Sec. 42-91. I.F.C. - Section 6104.2. Maximum capacity within established limits.

Section 6104.2. Maximum capacity within established limits, is amended to read as 
follows:

“6104.2. Maximum capacity within established limits. Within the limits 
established by law restricting the storage of liquefied petroleum gas for the 
protection of heavily populated or congested areas, the aggregate capacity of any 
one installation shall not exceed a water capacity of 2,000 gallons.”

Sec. 42-92. I.F.C. Chapter 80 Referenced Standards.

Chapter 80 Referenced Standards, is hereby amended by addition of the following 
section and subsection:

Section 8001 Adoption of Standards

“Section 8001.1 NFPA Standards. In every case where this code references a 
standard published by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), the most 
current edition of the referenced standard is hereby adopted. The most current 
edition of the referenced NFPA standard shall become effective on January 1st 
following publication and release of the standard.”  

Sec. 42-93. I.F.C. Table B105.1(1)

Table B105.1(1) shall be amended to read as follows:
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“TABLE B105.1(1)

REQUIRED FIRE-FLOW FOR ONE-AND TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS, 
Group R-3 and R-4 BUILDINGS AND TOWNHOUSES

FIRE-FLOW 
CALCULATION 
AREA (square feet)

AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER 
SYSTEM
(Design Standard)

MINIMUM 
FIRE-FLOW
(gallons per 
minute)

FLOW 
DURATION
(hours)

0-3,600 No automatic sprinkler system 1,000 1

3,601 and greater No automatic sprinkler system
Value in 
Table 
B105.1(2)

Duration in 
Table 
B105.1 (2) 
at the 
reduced 
flow rate

0-3,600

Section 903.3.1.3 of the 
International Fire Code or Section 
P2904 of the International 
Residential Code

1,000 ½ 

3,601 and greater

Section 903.3.1.3 of the 
International Fire Code or Section 
P2904 of the International 
Residential Code

½ value in 
Table 
B105.1(2)a

1

For SI: 1 gallon per minute = 3.785 L/min.
             The reduced fire-flow shall not be less than 1,000 gallons per minute.”

Sec. 42-94. I.F.C. - Table B105.2

Table B105.2 shall be amended to read as follows:

“TABLE B105.2
REQUIRED FIRE-FLOW FOR BUILDINGS OTHER THAN ONE-

AND TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS, Group R-3 and R-4 BUILDINGS AND 
TOWNHOMES

AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER 
SYSTEM
(Design Standard)

MINIMUM FIRE-FLOW
(gallons per minute)

FLOW DURATION
(hours)

No automatic sprinkler system Value in Table B105.1(2) Duration in Table B105.1 (2)
Section 903.1.1 of the International 
Fire Code

50% of the value in Table 
B105.1 (2)a

Duration in Table B105.1 (2) at 
the reduced flow rate

Section 903.1.2 of the International 
Fire Code

50% of the value in Table 
B105.1 (2)b

Duration in Table B105.1 (2) at 
the reduced flow rate

For SI: 1 gallon per minute = 3.785 L/min.
a. The reduced fire-flow shall not be less than 1,500 gallons per minute.
a. The reduced fire-flow shall not be less than 1,500 gallons per minute.”

Sec. 42-95. I.F.C. Section D102.1. Access and loading.
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Section D102.1. Access and loading, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“D102.1. Access and loading. Facilities, buildings or portions of buildings 
hereafter constructed shall be accessible to fire department apparatus by way of an 
approved fire apparatus access road with an asphalt, concrete, or other approved 
driving surface capable of supporting the imposed load of fire apparatus weighing 
at least 85,000 pounds (38,636 kg).” 

Sec. 42-96. I.F.C. - Figure D103.1. Dead end fire apparatus access road turnaround.

Figure D103.1 Dead end fire apparatus access road turnaround, is hereby amended as 
follows: 

“D103.1 Dead end fire apparatus access road turnaround. The portion of the 
figure entitled ninety-six (96) foot (29260.8 mm) diameter cul-de-sac shall be 
titled ninety (90) foot (27432 mm) diameter cul-de-sac and indicate that the 
diameter of the cul-de-sac is 90 feet (27,432 mm).”   

The remaining provisions of Figure D103.1 shall remain unchanged.

Sec. 42-97. I.F.C. - Section D103.6. Signs.

Section D103.6. Signs, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“D103.6. Signs. Where required by the fire code official, fire apparatus access 
roads shall be marked with permanent NO PARKING-FIRE LANE signs that 
comply with City of Arvada Engineering Standards. Signs shall be posted on one or both 
sides of private streets, roads, or drives designated as fire apparatus access as 
required by Sections D103.6.1 or D103.6.2.” 

Sec. 42-98. I.F.C. Figure D103.6. Fire Lane Signs is deleted in its entirety. 

Sec. 42-99. I.F.C. - Section D103.6.1. Roads 20-26 feet in width.

Section D103.6.1. Roads 20-26 feet in width, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“D103.6.1. Roads less than 30 feet in width. Fire lane signs as specified in Section 
D103.6 shall be posted on both sides of private streets, roads, or drives designated 
as fire apparatus access that are less than 30 feet wide (9,144 mm).  Installation 
method of fire lane signs shall be in accordance with City of Arvada Engineering 
Standards.”

Sec. 42-100. I.F.C. - Section D103.6.2. Roads more than 26 feet in width.
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Section D103.6.2. Roads more than 26 feet in width, is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

“D103.6.2. Roads 30 to 34 feet in width. Fire lane signs as specified in Section 
D103.6 shall be posted on one side of private streets, roads, or drives designated 
as fire apparatus access that are 30-34 feet wide (9,144 mm- 10,363 mm). 
Installation method of fire lane signs shall be in accordance with City of Arvada 
Engineering Standards.”

Section 4. Article III of Chapter 42, International Fire Code is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

ARTICLE III.  FIRE RESTRICTIONS OR BANS

Sec. 42-101.  Legislative declaration, purpose, and scope.

(a) Legislative declaration.  The City Council finds that establishing laws, 
regulations, and procedures that safeguard life and property from fire and 
explosion dangers arising from hazardous conditions is necessary to protect the 
health, safety, and welfare of the public.  The City Council also finds that County 
and AFPD officials have the necessary expertise to determine when Stage 1 fire 
restrictions or a Stage 2 fire ban is necessary to protect the public’s health, safety, 
and welfare.

(b) Purpose.  The purpose of this ordinance is to provide for the regulation of open 
fires or burning, or recreational fires, when atmospheric or other local conditions 
increase the danger of wild or other uncontrolled fires.

(c) Scope.  This Article does not apply to:

(1) A fire specifically authorized by permit issued by the fire code official having 
jurisdiction over the fire location including, but not limited to: a fire permitted 
as part of a professional fireworks display, permitted as part of the use of a 
pyrotechnics device or of pyrotechnics, or a permitted bonfire; or

(2) An open fire or open burning activity by any federal, state, or local fire 
protection employee as part of an authorized training exercise or otherwise in 
the performance of an official fire suppression function.

Sec. 42-102.  Definitions.

Except as set forth herein, or except where the context clearly indicates otherwise, words, 
terms, and phrases used in this article shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the 
International Fire Code as adopted by the City.

AFPD means the Arvada Fire Protection District.
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County means the Critical Incident Response Section of the Jefferson County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Hot work means operations including, but not limited to, cutting, welding, Thermit 
welding, brazing, soldering, grinding, thermal spraying, thawing pipe, installation of 
torch-applied roof systems, or any other similar activity.  It also includes the operation of 
an electric or gas-fueled portable powered welder or cutting appliance that produces heat, 
flame, sparks, or molten metal slag.

Liquid- or gas-fueled appliance means any equipment or device that burns liquid or 
gaseous fuel that can be shut off by means of a switch or other mechanical means and 
that is designed or intended for use outdoors to produce heat for pleasure, religious, 
ceremonial, cooking, warmth, or similar purposes.  This includes, but is not limited to, a 
liquid- or gas-fueled camp stove, fire pit, or grill.

City Manager means the Arvada City Manager or his or her designee.

Open fire or open burning has the meaning set forth in the International Fire Code.  It 
also includes a fire or combustion of materials created as a result of hot work, or a fire in 
a tethered or untethered sky lantern.  For purposes of enforcement of this Article, and 
notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, any fire that is not a recreational fire 
shall be deemed to be an open fire.

Portable outdoor fireplace means a portable, outdoor solid-fuel-burning fireplace that 
may be constructed of steel, concrete, clay, or other noncombustible material.  A portable 
outdoor fireplace may be open in design or may be equipped with a small hearth opening 
and a short chimney or chimney opening in the top.  This type of fireplace is sometimes 
known as a chiminea.

Recreational fire means an outdoor fire burning materials other than rubbish where the 
fuel being burned is not contained in an incinerator and that has a total fuel area of 3 feet 
(914 mm) or less in diameter and 2 feet (610 mm) or less in height for pleasure, religious, 
ceremonial, cooking, warmth, or similar purposes.  For purposes of this article, a 
recreational fire includes, but is not limited to, a fire in a charcoal barbeque grill, a 
barbeque pit, a fire pit, or a fixed, permanent outdoor fireplace that is fueled by charcoal, 
wood, or other solid fuel, a fire in a barrel or drum, a fire in a portable outdoor fireplace, 
or a fire in a tiki torch, or in a similar device, object, or piece of equipment.  It also 
includes any fire created as a result of the use of liquid- or gas-fueled appliance.

Stage 1 fire restriction or restrictions mean a limitation or limitations on building, 
maintaining, or attending to a recreational fire, an open fire, or on acts related to, or that 
may create, open burning, and as further described in section 42-104 of this Article.

Stage 2 fire ban means a limitation or limitations on building, maintaining, or attending 
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to a recreational fire, an open fire, or on acts related to, or that may create, open burning, 
and as further described in section 42-105 of this Article.

Undeveloped area means publicly or privately owned land that is not landscaped, 
groomed, manicured through frequent and regular mowing, or watered by means other 
than natural precipitation, or any area where vegetation has been allowed to grow in a 
natural environment or manner such that it may reasonably be deemed an undue wild fire 
hazard.

Sec. 42-103.  Authority.

The City Manager may declare and implement Stage 1 fire restrictions, or a Stage 2 fire 
ban based upon and following the declaration of fire restrictions or a fire ban by the 
County or by recommendation of the AFPD.

Sec 42-104.  Declaration and notice.

(a) Issuance of the declaration.  Within a reasonable time after the County declares 
fire restrictions or a fire ban to be in effect in unincorporated areas of the County, 
or the AFPD recommends the imposition of fire restrictions or a fire ban, the City 
Manager may declare Stage 1 fire restrictions or a Stage 2 fire ban to be in effect 
within or upon any area within the City by publishing notice of the restrictions or 
ban on the City’s website.  Subject to available resources, the City Manager may 
cause the declaration to be published on other social media sites of the City 
Manager’s choosing, or by other means deemed reasonably necessary to 
implement or publicize the restrictions or ban.

(b) Contents of the declaration.  The declaration of the existence of Stage 1 fire 
restrictions or a Stage 2 fire ban must specify the date the restrictions or ban 
begins and the geographic parameters of the restrictions or ban.  The declaration 
must specify whether Stage 1 fire restrictions or a Stage 2 fire ban is in place, and 
the general nature of the activities prohibited and allowed under the restrictions or 
ban.  In addition, the declaration must reference this article of the Code. 

(c) Other information.  The declaration may specify measures citizens may take to 
reduce the possibility of, or to prevent, uncontrolled fires, and to extinguish fires 
that do occur.  The notice may remind the public that the possession, manufacture, 
storage, sale, handling, and use of fireworks, and the discharge of firearms, are 
prohibited throughout Arvada.

(d) Withdrawal of the declaration.  The declaration may be withdrawn by the City 
Manager after a County declaration has been lifted, after the AFPD has 
withdrawn its fire restrictions or ban recommendation, or otherwise upon a 
finding by the City Manager that there exists competent evidence to lift the 
restrictions or ban, and by the publication of the withdrawal of the declaration on 
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the City’s website.  The notice must specify the date the declaration is withdrawn.  
The notice may specify the reason or reasons the declaration is withdrawn.  
Subject to available resources, the City Manager may also publish the withdrawal 
of the declaration on other social media sites or by other means deemed 
reasonable by the City Manager.

Sec. 42-105.  Stage 1 fire restrictions – unlawful acts.

(a) Fire restrictions generally.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, it 
shall be unlawful for a person to build, maintain, attend to, or use a recreational 
fire or an open fire within the City after a Stage 1 fire restrictions declaration has 
been issued by the City Manager.

Exceptions:  The following acts or activities are allowed during a declared Stage 
1 fire restrictions period:

1. Smoking, if it is done in an enclosed vehicle or building, or outdoors in an 
area that is more than thirty feet from an undeveloped area, and then, only if 
smoking is otherwise allowed under existing state and local smoking laws.

2. The use of a recreational fire, if it is contained within a permanently 
constructed fire grate upon private property or within a park, and if the fire is 
more than 30 feet from an undeveloped area.

3. The use of a tiki torch or portable outdoor fireplace upon private property, or 
the use of a fire pit upon private property or within a park, if the tiki torch, 
portable outdoor fireplace, or fire pit is more than 30 feet from an 
undeveloped area.

4. The use of a liquid- or gas-fueled appliance.
5. The use of an Underwriters Laboratories (UL) listed wood pellet grill.
6. The operation of a chain saw.
7. Hot work operations if the work is performed in an area more than 30 feet 

from an undeveloped area.
8. The burning of explosive wastes by the manufacturer of the explosives in an 

area zoned for industrial use, if the fire is supervised by the fire protection 
district.

9. The use of an explosive initiation system requiring a burning fuse line.

Sec. 42-106.  Stage 2 fire ban – unlawful acts.

(a) Fire ban generally.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, it shall be 
unlawful for a person to build, maintain, attend to, or use a recreational fire or an 
open fire within the City after a Stage 2 fire ban declaration has been issued by 
the City Manager.

Exceptions:  The following acts or activities are allowed during a declared Stage 
2 fire ban period:
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1. Smoking, if it is done in an enclosed vehicle or building, or outdoors in an 
area that is more than thirty feet from an undeveloped area, and then, only if 
smoking is otherwise allowed under existing state and local smoking laws.

2. The use of a liquid- or gas-fueled appliance.
3. The use of Underwriters Laboratories (UL) listed wood pellet grill.
4. The operation of a chain saw equipped with a properly installed spark 

arresting device that is in good working order.  The operator must also have 
readily available for quick use at all times while the saw is being operated an 
extinguishing source such as a pressurized water extinguisher, a proper 
chemical pressurized extinguisher that is large enough to handle nearby 
hazards, or sufficient water to extinguish any fire created through use of the 
saw.  In addition, the operator must have in his or her possession at all times 
while the saw is being operated at least one pointed shovel with an overall 
length of at least 36 inches.

5. Hot work operations if the work is performed in an area that is barren or 
cleared of all combustible material more 30 feet in all directions from the 
operating equipment, and with a permit from the fire code official having 
jurisdiction over the operating location.

Sec. 42-107.  Initiation of prosecution.

(a) Initiation of prosecution.  When a peace officer finds any person has acted in 
violation of this article, he or she may issue a summons and complaint to that 
person, firm, or corporation by means set forth in Chapter 58 of this Code.

(b) Unattended or abandoned locations.  For unattended or abandoned locations, a 
copy of a summons and complaint shall be posted on the premises in a 
conspicuous place at or near the entrance to such premises, and the summons and 
complaint shall be mailed by certified mail, with return receipt requested or a 
certificate of mailing, to the last known address of the owner, occupant, or both.

Sec. 42-108.  Penalty.

Any violation of this Article shall be punished by a fine or imprisonment not to exceed 
the limits established in section 1-5 of this Code.
Section 5. Should any provision of this ordinance be declared by a court to be 
unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a 
whole, or any part thereof, other than the part so declared unconstitutional or invalid.

Section 6.  This ordinance shall be effective on October 1, 2020.

INTRODUCED, READ, AND ORDERED PUBLISHED this 17th day of August, 2020.

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 14th day of September, 2020.
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____________________________________
Marc Williams, Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________
City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Rachael A. Morris, City Attorney:

BY:  _______________________________
Publication Dates: August 17, 2020

September 14, 2020
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COUNCIL BILL NO. 20-
ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REENACTING
CHAPTER 42, FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION OF THE ARVADA CITY 

CODE, THROUGH ADOPTION BY REFERENCE OF THE 20152018 
INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE PUBLISHED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CODE  

COUNCIL, AND ESTABLISHING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARVADA, 
COLORADO:

Section 1. Articles I, and II, and III of Chapter 42 of the Arvada City Code is hereby 
repealed.

Section 2. Article I of Chapter 42, International Fire Code is hereby enacted to read as 
follows:

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

Sec. 42-1 - 42-30. Reserved.

Section 3.   Article II of Chapter 42, International Fire Code, of the Arvada City Code, is 
hereby enacted by adopting by reference the 20152018 International Fire Code, subject 
to the additions, amendments and deletions set forth as follow:

ARTICLE II. INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE

Sec. 42-31. Adopted.

Pursuant to Title 31, Article 16, C.R.S. and the Arvada City Charter, the 20152018 
International Fire Code, including Appendices B, D, E, F, G and H, I, K, L, and N 
published by the International Code Council is hereby adopted by reference thereto and 
incorporated into the Arvada City Code. Appendices A, C, I, J, K, L and M are deleted.

Sec. 42-32. - I.F.C. - Section 101.1. Title.

Section 101.1. Title, is hereby amended to read as follows:

 “101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Fire Code of the City of 
Arvada, hereinafter referred to as “this code,” or “IFC.”” 

Sec. 42-33. – I.F.C. - Section 103.1. General.

Section 103.1. General, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:
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“103.1. General. The respective fire code official shall be responsible for the 
implementation, administration, and enforcement of this code within the Arvada 
Fire Protection District, Adams County Fire Protection District, and the Coal 
Creek Fire Protection District. In areas where there is no fire district, the chief 
building official shall be responsible for the implementation, administration, and 
enforcement of this code.”" 

Sec. 42-34. – I.F.C. – Section 103.4.1. Legal defense.

Section 103.4.1. Legal defense, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“103.4.1. Legal defense. Any suit or criminal complaint instituted against any 
officer or employee of any fire protection district or any officer or employee of 
the City of Arvada because of an act performed by that officer or employee in the 
lawful discharge of duties and under the provisions of this code shall be defended 
by the legal representative of the fire protection district or City by which he or she 
is employed until the final termination of the proceedings. The fire code official, 
city officer, employee or any subordinate shall not be liable for costs in an action, 
suit or proceeding that is instituted in pursuance of the provisions of this code; 
and any officer or employee of any fire protection district or any officer or 
employee of the City of Arvada, acting in good faith, and without malice, shall be 
free from liability for acts performed under any of its provisions or by reason of 
any act or omission in the performance of official duties in connection therewith.”

Sec. 42-35. – I.F.C. – Section 105.6. Required operational permits.

Section 105.6. Required operational permits, subsections are hereby deleted in its entirety 
except for the following:  

● 105.6.2 Amusement buildings
● 105.6.4 Carnivals and fairs
● 105.6.14 Explosives
● 105.6.21 Hazardous materials
● 105.6.24 Hot work operations
● 105.6.30 Mobile food preparation vehicles
● 105.6.32 Open burning
● 105.6.33 Open flames and torches
● 105.6.36 Outdoor assembly event
● 105.6.37 39 Private fire hydrants
● 105.6.40 Pyrotechnic special effects material
● 105.6.45 47 Temporary membrane structures and tents
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Sec. 42-36. – I.F.C. – Section 105.7 Required construction permits

Section 105.7 Required construction permits, the following subsection is added as 
follows:

“105.7.26 Temporary fire apparatus access roads. A construction permit is 
required for the installation of a temporary fire apparatus access road when used 
in lieu of an approved surface per Section 503.2.3 and Chapter 33.” 

Sec. 42-37. – I.F.C. – Section 108.3 Recordkeeping

Section 108.3 Record keeping, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“108.3 Recordkeeping. A record of periodic inspections, tests, servicing and other 
operations and maintenance shall be maintained on the premises or other 
approved location for not less than 3 years, or a different period of time where 
specified in this code or referenced standards. Records shall be made available for 
inspection by the fire code official, and a copy of the records shall be provided to 
the fire code official on request. 
The fire code official is authorized to prescribe the form and format of such 
recordkeeping. The fire code official is authorized to require that certain required 
records be filed with the fire code official, through a third-party reporting 
company chosen by the fire district. “

Sec. 42-386. – I.F.C. – Section 108109.1. Board of appeals established.

Section 108109.1. Board of appeals established, is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

“108109.1. Board of appeals established. In order to hear and decide appeals of 
orders, decisions, or determinations made by the fire code official relative to the 
application and interpretation of this code, there is hereby created a board of 
appeals. The board of appeals shall be known as the Building Code Advisory 
Board (BCAB). The BCAB shall be appointed by the governing body and shall 
hold office at its pleasure. The fire code official of the responsible fire district 
shall be an ex-officio member of said board but shall not vote on any matter 
before the board. Rules of procedure for conducting the Board’s business shall be 
as set forth in section 18-36 of the administrative code, as amended, in Article II 
Chapter 18 of the Arvada City Code.” 

Sec. 42-397. – I.F.C. – Section 108109.3. Qualifications.

Section 108109.3. Qualifications, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:
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“108.3. Qualifications. Qualifications of the members of the BCAB shall be as set 
forth in Section 18-36 of the administrative code, as amended, in Article II 
Chapter 18 of the Arvada City Code.”

Sec. 42-4038. – I.F.C. – Section 109110.4. Violation penalties.

Section 109110.4. Violation penalties, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 
follows:

“109110.4. Violation penalties. Persons, firms or corporations who shall violate a 
provision of this code or shall fail to comply with any of the requirements thereof 
or who shall erect, install, alter, repair or do work in violation of the approved 
construction documents or directive of the fire code official, or of a permit or 
certificate used under the provisions of this code, shall be guilty of a fire code 
violation, punishable by a fine, or by imprisonment or both, not to exceed the 
limits established in Section 1-5 of the Arvada City Code. The denial, suspension, 
revocation or restriction of any permit or other privilege conferred by this code 
shall not be regarded as a penalty for the purposes of this chapter. Each day that a 
violation continues after due notice has been served, shall be deemed a separate 
offense.”

Sec. 42-4139. – I.F.C. – Section 111112.1. Order.

Section 111112.1. Order, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“111112.1. Order. Whenever the fire code official finds any work regulated by  
the Code is being performed in a manner contrary to the provisions of this code or 
in a dangerous or unsafe manner, the fire code official, with the concurrence of 
the building official, is authorized to issue a stop work order.”

Sec. 42-420 - Sec 42-50. Reserved.

Sec. 42-51 - I.F.C. Section 202 General Definitions

Section 202 General Definitions, shall be amended by adding the following definition:

“202 Occupancy Classification, Assembly Group A: Accessory with places of 
worship. 
1. Accessory religious educational rooms and religious auditoriums with occupant 
loads of less than 100 per room or space are not considered separate occupancies.
2. Rooms and spaces within places of religious worship providing overnight 
homeless sheltering for fewer than 50 occupants, for less than 16 continuous 
hours, shall be classified as part of the primary occupancy notwithstanding any 
other provisions of this code which would disallow overnight occupancy in such 

http://library.municode.com/HTML/19934/level4/PTIICOOR_CH18BUBURE_ARTIIAD_DIV1GEAURE.html
http://library.municode.com/HTML/19934/level2/PTIICOOR_CH18BUBURE.html
http://library.municode.com/HTML/19934/level2/PTIICOOR_CH18BUBURE.html
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rooms or spaces, and provided the aggregate area used for sleeping is less than 
10,000 square feet and has all of the following: 

a) exiting and emergency lighting
b) operational smoke alarms and carbon monoxide alarms in all sleeping 
areas 
c) a minimum of one awake attendant 
d) an emergency plan. 

An operational permit and an approved emergency plan for such use may be 
required on an annual basis through the governing Fire Code Official subject to 
review of compliance with these provisions.”

Sec. 42-521. – I.F.C. – Section 308.1.4. Open-flame cooking devices.

Section 308.1.4. Open-flame cooking devices, is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

“308.1.4. Open-flame cooking devices.  Charcoal burners and other open-flame 
cooking devices shall not be operated on combustible balconies or within 10 feet 
(3048mm) of combustible construction.” 

 
Exceptions:

1. One and two familyOne- and two-family dwellings.
2. Where buildings, balconies or decks are protected by an approved 
automatic sprinkler system."
3. Gas burners having L-P gas container with a water capacity up to twenty 

(20) pounds (9.1kg) L-P gas capacity may be used on combustible 
construction.” 

Sec. 42-532. – I.F.C. – Section 315.3.5. Storage in buildings.

Section 315.3.5. Storage in buildings, is hereby amended by addition of the following 
subsection:

“315.3.5. Marking maximum permitted storage height. When storage areas 
constructed that do not meet the requirements for high piled storage or sprinkler 
system design densities, a minimum of a four (4) inch (101.6mm) stripe on a 
contrasting background shall be placed at twelve (12) feet (3657.6mm) above the 
finished floor to designate the maximum permitted storage height, and clearly 
justified with the designation “No Storage Above This Line.” Identification of the 

maximum approved storage height shall be provided in areas where stacked or 
shelved storage of materials occurs. The maximum approved height will be based 
upon the requirements of Section 315 and Chapter 32. Maximum storage height 
identification shall consist of a minimum of a four (4) inch (101.6mm) stripe on a 
contrasting background shall be placed at the maximum storage height as 
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determined by Section 315 and Chapter 32 above the finished floor and clearly 
labeled with the designation “No Storage Above This Line”. 

Sec. 42.53. Reserved.

Sec. 42-54. – I.F.C. – Section 503.1. Where required.

Section. 503.1. Where required, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

“503.1. Where required. Fire apparatus access roads shall be provided and 
maintained in accordance with Sections 503.1.1 through 503.1.3 and Appendix 
D.”

Sec. 42-55 - I.F.C. – Section 503.2. Specifications.

Section. 503.2. Specifications, is hereby amended to read as follows:

503.2 Specifications. Fire apparatus access roads shall be installed and arranged in 
accordance with Sections 503.2.1 through 503.2.8 and Appendix B.

Sec. 42-56 - I.F.C. – Section 503.2.1. Surface.

Section 503.2.3 Surface, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

“503.2.3 Surface. Fire apparatus access roads shall be designed and maintained to 
support the imposed loads of fire apparatus and shall be paved so as to provide 
all-weather driving capabilities.”

Sec. 42-575. – I.F.C. – Section 503.2.1. Dimensions.

Section. 503.2.1. Dimensions, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:

"503.2.1 Dimensions-Public streets.  Public streets that are used for fire apparatus 
access shall have an unobstructed width that meets the dimensions and parking 
restrictions as set forth by the Street Standards adopted by the City of Arvada; 
and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than thirteen (13) feet six (6) 
inches (4115 mm).”

Sec. 42-586. – I.F.C. – Section 503.2.1. Dimensions.

Section. 503.2.1. Dimensions, is hereby amended by addition of the following subsection:

“503.2.1.1. Dimensions-Private streets, roads, drives.  Private streets, roads or 
drives designated as fire apparatus access shall have an unobstructed width of not 



7

less than twenty-four (24) feet (7315.2mm) and an unobstructed vertical clearance 
of not less than thirteen (13) feet six (6) inches (4115 mm).”

Sec 42-57. – I.F.C. – Section 503.2.5. Dead ends.

Sec. 503.2.5. Dead ends, is hereby amended by adding the following exception:  

“Exception: 

Where there is not more than two one- or two-family dwelling units designed and 
constructed in accordance with the International Residential Code the length shall 
be increased to 175 feet (53,340 mm).” 

Sec. 42-59. – I.F.C. – Section 507.5.1.1 Hydrant for standpipe systems

Sec. 507.5.1.1 Hydrant for standpipe systems, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“507.5.1.1 Hydrant for automatic sprinkler systems and standpipe systems. 
Buildings equipped with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with 
Section 903.3.1.1 or Section 903.3.1.2 and/or standpipe system installed in 
accordance with Section 905 shall have a fire hydrant a minimum of 50 feet and a 
maximum of 150 feet of the fire department connection. 

Exception: The distance shall be permitted to exceed 150 feet where 
approved by the fire code official”

Sec. 42-60. – I.F.C. – Section 510.4.1.1 Minimum signal strength into the building

Sec. 510.4.1.1 Minimum signal strength into the building, is amended in its entirety to 
read as follows:

“510.4.1.1 Minimum signal strength into the building. A minimum signal strength 
of -95 dBm shall be receivable within the building.”

Sec. 42.61. – I.F.C. – Section 510.4.1.2 Minimum signal strength out of the building

Section 510.4.1.2 Minimum signal strength out of the building, is amended in its entirety 
to read as follows:

“510.4.1.2 Minimum signal strength out of the building. A minimum signal 
strength of -95 dBm shall be received by the agency’s radio system when 
transmitted from within the building.”

Sec. 42-58. – I.F.C. – Section 510.4.2.1.  Amplification systems allowed.
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Sec. 510.4.2.1.  Amplification systems allowed, is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

“510.4.2.1. Amplification systems allowed.  Buildings and structures that cannot 
support the required level of radio coverage shall be equipped with a radiating 
cable system, a distributed antenna system with Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC)- certified signal boosters, or other system approved by the 
City’s radio systems administrator or the fire code official in order to achieve the 
required adequate radio coverage.”

Sec 42-6259. – I.F.C. – Section 510.5.1.  Approval prior to installation.

Section 510.5.1.  Approval prior to installation, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“510.5.1. Approval prior to installation.  Amplification systems capable of 
operating on frequencies licensed to any public safety agency by the FCC shall 
not be installed without prior coordination and approval of the City’s radio system 
administrator or and local fire code official.”

Section 42-630. – I.F.C. – Section 510.5.2.  Minimum qualifications of personnel.

Section 510.5.2.  Minimum qualifications of personnel, is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

“510.5.2.  Minimum qualifications of personnel.  The minimum qualifications of 
the system designer and lead installation personnel shall include:

1. Certifications of in-building system training issued by a nationally recognized 
organization, school or a certificate issued by the manufacturer of the 
equipment being installed.

This qualification shall not be required where demonstration of adequate skills 
and experience are satisfactory to either the City’s radio systems administrator or 
the fire code official.”

Section 42-61. – I.F.C. – Section 510.6.1.  Testing and proof of compliance.

Section 510.6.1.  Testing and proof of compliance, subsection 5 is 
amended to read as follows:

“5.  At the conclusion of the testing, a report, which shall verify compliance with 
Section 510.5.3, shall be made available to the fire code official upon demand.”

Sections 42-642 - 42-6970.  Reserved.
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Sec. 42-701. I.F.C. – Section 901.4.6. Pump and riser room size.

Section. 901.4.6. Pump and riser room size, is hereby amended by adding of the 
following subsection: to read as follows:

“Sec. 901.4.6. Pump and riser room size. Where provided, fire pump rooms and 
automatic sprinkler system riser rooms shall be designed with adequate space for 
all equipment necessary for the installation, as defined by the manufacturer, with 
sufficient working space around the stationary equipment. Clearances around 
equipment to elements of permanent construction, including other installed 
equipment and appliances, shall be sufficient to allow inspection, service, repair 
or replacement without removing such elements of permanent construction or 
disabling the function of a required fire-resistance-rated assembly. Fire pump and 
automatic sprinkler system riser rooms shall be provided with doors and 
unobstructed passageways large enough to allow removal of the largest piece of 
equipment. The room shall provide a minimum of 36 square feet working space 
around a fire pump or automatic sprinkler system riser.” 

Sec. 42-71. I.F.C. – Section 901.4.6.1. Access.

Section 901.4.6.1. Access, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“901.4.6.1 Access. When automatic fire sprinkler system risers, fire pumps and 
controllers shall be provided with ready access. Where located in a fire pump 
room or automatic sprinkler system riser room, the door shall be permitted to be 
locked provided that the key is available at all times. When automatic fire 
sprinkler systems are provided within a building and the system serves multiple 
tenant spaces, the main fire sprinkler control valves shall be placed within an 
approved room that has access provided directly from the building exterior.”

"901.4.6.1. Riser room multi-tenant buildings. When automatic fire sprinkler 
systems are provided within a building and the system serves multiple tenant 
spaces, the main fire sprinkler control valves shall be placed within an approved 
room that has access provided directly from the building exterior. The size of the 
room shall not be less than 36 square feet (3.34 square meters) in area and meet 
the criteria set-forth in Section 901.4.6. 

Sec. 42-72. I.F.C. – Section 901.6 Inspection, testing and maintenance.

Section 901.6 Inspection, testing and maintenance, shall beis hereby amended to read as 
follows:

“901.6 Inspection, testing and maintenance. Fire detection and alarm systems, 
emergency alarm systems, gas detection systems, fire-extinguishing systems, 
mechanical smoke exhaust systems and smoke and heat vents shall be maintained 
in an operative condition at all times and shall be replaced or repaired where 
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defective. Nonrequired fire protection systems and equipment shall be inspected, 
tested and maintained or removed. The removal of any non-required fire protection 
system or equipment shall be approved by the fire district.” 

Sec. 42-73. I.F.C. – Section 903.1 General

Section 903.1 General, is hereby amended by adding the following subsections:

‘903.1.2 Location of sprinkler control valves. When automatic sprinkler systems 
are required within a building and the system serves more than one tenant space, 
the main control valves shall be located within an approved room that is accessible 
directly from the building exterior. The door shall be not less than three (3) feet in 
width by six (6) feet in height. 

903.1.3 Fire department access. Any change of occupancy of an existing building 
that does not have approved fire department access as required in Chapter 5 may 
be required by the fire code official to have an automatic fire sprinkler system 
installed regardless of the building size.

903.1.42 Multi-tenant buildings. In buildings that have warehouse space(s) that 
have the ability to allow high-piled combustible storage per Chapter 32 shall have 
a fire line installed with a main that runs the length of the building for future 
addition of fire sprinkler systems.” 

Sec. 42-742. I.F.C. – Section 903.4.2. Alarms.

Section 903.4.2. Alarms, is hereby amended to read as follows and with the added 
subsection: 

"903.4.2. Alarms. An approved audible/visual alarm device, located on the 
exterior of the building in an approved location, shall be connected to each 
automatic sprinkler system. Such sprinkler waterflow alarm devices shall be 
activated by waterflow equivalent to the flow of a single sprinkler of the smallest 
orifice size installed in the system. Where a fire alarm system is installed, 
actuation of the automatic sprinkler system shall actuate the building fire alarm 
system and cause notification as set forth in Section 907.5. When buildings have 
multiple tenant spaces notification devices shall be installed in accordance with 
Section 907.5 in each tenant space.  

903.4.2.1 Audible and visual signals. Audible and visual fire alarm notification 
devices shall be connected to every automatic sprinkler system. Such audible and 
visual devices shall be activated throughout the building upon water flow. When 
buildings have multiple tenant spaces, notification devices shall be installed in 
accordance with Section 907.5 in each tenant space.”
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Sec. 42-753. I.F.C. – Section 904.13. Domestic cooking systems in Group I-2 
Condition 1.

Section. 904.13. Domestic cooking systems in Group I-2 Condition 1, is hereby amended 
by adding item number four (4.)to read as follows:.

“904.13. Domestic cooking systems in Group I-2 Condition 1 and Group R-4. In Group I-
2 Condition 1 and Group R-4 occupancies where cooking facilities are installed in 
accordance with Section 407.2.6 of the International Building Code, the domestic 
cooking hood provided over the cooktop or range shall be equipped with an automatic 
fire-extinguishing system of a type recognized for protection of domestic cooking 
equipment. Pre-engineered automatic extinguishing systems shall be tested in accordance 
with UL300A and listed and labeled for the intended application. The system shall be 
installed in accordance with this code, its listing and the manufacturer’s instructions.”

All subsections of Section 904.13 shall remain unchanged.  

904.13 Domestic cooking systems. Cooktops and ranges installed in the following 
occupancies shall be protected in accordance with Section 904.131:

“4.     In Group R-4 occupancies where domestic cooking facilities are installed in 
accordance with Section 407.2.3 of the International Building Code.” 

Sec. 42-74. I.F.C. - Section 906.1. Where required.

Sec. 906.1. Where required, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“906.1. Where required. Portable fire extinguishers shall be installed in the 
following locations. 

1. In new and existing group A, B, E, F, H, I, M, R-1, R-2, R-4 and S 
occupancies. 

Exception: in new and existing Group A, B and E occupancies 
equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system, 
portable fire extinguishers shall be required only in locations 
specified in Items 2 through 6.  

2. Unchanged
3. Unchanged
4. Unchanged
5. Unchanged
6. Unchanged”

Sec. 42-76. I.F.C. – Section 907.5.2.2 Emergency voice/alarm communication
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Section 907.5.2.2 Emergency voice/alarm communication, is hereby amended by adding 
the following subsection:

“907.5.2.2.6. Intelligibility. The intelligibility of a voice/alarm communication 
system shall be tested in an objective manner in accordance with NFPA 72.”

Sec. 42-775. I.F.C. – Section 912.2. Location. 

Section. 912.2. Location, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

“912.2. Location. With respect to hydrants, driveways, buildings and landscaping, 
fire department connections shall be so located that fire apparatus and hose 
connected to supply the system will not obstruct access to the buildings for other 
fire apparatus.  The fire department connection for automatic sprinkler systems 
and standpipe systems shall be located within a minimum of 50 feet and a 
maximum 150 feet (45,720 mm) of a fire hydrant.” 

Sec. 42-786. I.F.C. - Section 912.4.1. Locking fire department connection caps.

Section. 912.4.1. Locking fire department connection caps, is hereby amended in its 
entirety to read as follows: 

"912.4.1. Locking fire department connection caps. Approved locking fire 
department connection caps shall be installed on all new water-based fire 
protection systems. Locking fire department connection caps shall be installed 
when fire department connection caps are found missing on existing water-based 
fire protection systems and the fire department connection is subjected to internal 
obstructions.”

Sec. 42-77. I.F.C. - Section 1101.1. Scope.

Sec. 1101.1. Scope, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

"1101.1. Scope. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to existing buildings 
constructed prior to this code. 

Exception: Buildings, portions of buildings and life safety components 
therein, including the means of egress, that currently comply with the 
code of record under which the building or portion of the building was 
approved. 

Sec. 42-798. I.F.C. – Section 1103.2. Emergency responder radio coverage in existing 
buildings.

Section. 1103.2. Emergency responder radio coverage in existing buildings, is hereby 
amended in its entirety to read as follows:
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“1103.2.  IFC – Section 1103.2.  Emergency responder radio coverage in existing 
buildings.  Buildings undergoing alterations in accordance with Section 505 of the 
International Existing Building Code (Alteration - Level 3), and Section 507 of 
the International Existing Building Code (Additions), and where the work area or 
addition is 5000 square feet or greater, shall comply with the Emergency 
Responder Radio Coverage provisions in Section 510 of the IFC.” 

Sec. 42-80. I.F.C. – Section 3103.9 Structural stability and anchorage required.

Section 3103.9 Structural stability and anchorage required, is amended to read as 
follows:

“3103.9 Structural stability and anchorage required. Tents or membrane 
structures and their appurtenances shall be designed and installed to withstand the 
elements of weather and prevent collapsing. Water barrels are strictly prohibited 
from use for anchorage of tents and membrane structures. Documentation of 
structural stability shall be furnished to the fire code official.” 

Sec. 42-8179. I.F.C. - Section 3310.1. Required Access.

Section. 3310.1. Required Access, is amended to read as follows:

“3310.1. Required access. Approved fire apparatus access for firefighting and 
emergency medical services is required to all construction or demolition sites. 
Access shall be provided to within 150 feet (45,720mm) of all portions of the 
exterior walls of the first story of the building as measured by an approved route 
around the exterior of the building. When approved and permitted per Section 
105.7.26, temporary fire apparatus access can be installed during construction of 
sites not consisting of one- and two-family dwellings or Group R occupancies and 
where practical difficulty exists with providing permanent access during 
construction. Permanent fire apparatus access shall be provided prior to 
occupancy. Approved temporary access shall be installed as set forth in Section 
3310.2.”

Sec. 42-820. I.F.C. – Section 3310.3. Temporary fire apparatus access specifications.

Section. 3310.3. Temporary fire apparatus access specifications, is hereby added to read 
as follows:

“3310.3 Temporary fire apparatus access specifications. Temporary fire 
apparatus access roads shall be installed and arranged in accordance with Sections 
3310.3.1 through 3310.3.3.”   
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Sec. 42-831. I.F.C. – Section 3310.3.1. Dimensions.

Section 3310.3.1. Dimensions, is hereby added to read as follows:

“3310.3.1. Dimensions. Temporary fire apparatus access roads shall have an 
unobstructed width of not less than 24 feet (6096 mm) and a vertical clearance of 
not less than 13 feet 6 inches (4115 mm).”

Sec. 42-842. I.F.C. – Section 3310.3.2. Surface

Section 3310.3.2. Surface, is hereby added to read as follows:

“3310.3.2. Surface.  Temporary fire apparatus access roads shall have an all-
weather surface consisting of the first lift of asphalt, concrete, or class 6 road 
basealternative design as approved by a geotechnical engineer. The surface shall 
be capable of supporting an 85,000 pound imposed load, all weather maintainable 
and free from obstructions. Documentation from a licensed civil engineer 
attesting that the surface will support the required imposed load shall be 
provided.”  

Sec. 42-853. I.F.C. – Section 3310.3.3. Dead ends.

Section 3310.3.3. Dead ends, is hereby added to read as follows:

“3310.3.3. Dead ends. Dead-end temporary fire apparatus access roads in excess 
of 150 feet (45,720 mm) in length shall be provided with an approved area for 
turning around fire apparatus.” 

Sec. 42-86. I.F.C. – Section 5307.1 General

Section 5307.1 General, is amended to read as follows:

5307.1 General. Compressed gasses in storage or use not regulated by this 
material-specific provisions of Chapters 6, 54, 55 and 60 through 67, including 
asphyxiant, irritant and radioactive gasses, shall comply with this section in 
addition to other requirements of this chapter. The provisions of this chapter shall 
apply to new or existing systems.

Sec. 42-87. I.F.C. – Section 5307.3 Liquid carbon dioxide systems used in beverage 
dispensing applications

Section 5307.3 Liquid carbon dioxide systems used in beverage dispensing applications, 
is amended and reads as follows:
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“5307.3 Liquid carbon dioxide systems used in beverage dispensing 
applications.” 

Sec. 42-884. I.F.C. - Section 5704.2.9.6.1. Locations where above-ground tanks are 
prohibited.

Section 5704.2.9.6.1 Locations where above-ground tanks are prohibited, is amended to 
read as follows:

“5704.2.9.6.1. Locations where above-ground tanks are prohibited. The storage 
of Class I and II liquids in above-ground tanks shall conform to the geographic 
limits established in this code.”

Sec. 42-895. I.F.C. - Section 5706.2.4.4. Locations where above-ground tanks are 
prohibited.

Section 5706.2.4.4. Locations where above-ground tanks are prohibited, is amended to 
read as follows:

“5706.2.4.4. Locations where above-ground tanks are prohibited. The storage of 
Class I and II liquids in above-ground tanks shall conform to the geographic 
limits established in this code.”

Sec. 42-9086. I.F.C. - Section 5806.2. Limitations.

Section 5806.2 Limitations, is amended to read as follows:

“5806.2. Limitations. Storage of flammable cryogenic fluids in stationary 
containers outside of buildings shall conform to the geographic limits established 
in this code.”

Sec. 42-9187. I.F.C. - Section 6104.2. Maximum capacity within established limits.

Section 6104.2. Maximum capacity within established limits, is amended to read as 
follows:

“6104.2. Maximum capacity within established limits. Within the limits 
established by law restricting the storage of liquefied petroleum gas for the 
protection of heavily populated or congested areas, the aggregate capacity of any 
one installation shall not exceed a water capacity of 2,000 gallons.”

Sec. 42-9288. I.F.C. Chapter 80 Referenced Standards.

Chapter 80 Referenced Standards, is hereby amended by addition of the following 
section and subsection:
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Section 8001 Adoption of Standards

“Section 8001.1 NFPA Standards. In every case where this code references a 
standard published by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), the most 
current edition of the referenced standard is hereby adopted. The most current 
edition of the referenced NFPA standard shall become effective on January 1st 
following publication and release of the standard.”  

Sec. 42-93. I.F.C. Table B105.1(1)

Table B105.1(1) shall be amended to read as follows:

“TABLE B105.1(1)

REQUIRED FIRE-FLOW FOR ONE-AND TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS, 
Group R-3 and R-4 BUILDINGS AND TOWNHOUSES

FIRE-FLOW 
CALCULATION 
AREA (square feet)

AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER 
SYSTEM
(Design Standard)

MINIMUM 
FIRE-FLOW
(gallons per 
minute)

FLOW 
DURATION
(hours)

0-3,600 No automatic sprinkler system 1,000 1

3,601 and greater No automatic sprinkler system
Value in 
Table 
B105.1(2)

Duration in 
Table 
B105.1 (2) 
at the 
reduced 
flow rate

0-3,600

Section 903.3.1.3 of the 
International Fire Code or Section 
P2904 of the International 
Residential Code

1,000 ½ 

3,601 and greater

Section 903.3.1.3 of the 
International Fire Code or Section 
P2904 of the International 
Residential Code

½ value in 
Table 
B105.1(2)a

1

For SI: 1 gallon per minute = 3.785 L/min.
             The reduced fire-flow shall not be less than 1,000 gallons per minute.”

Sec. 42-9489. I.F.C. - Table B105.2

Table B105.2 shall be amended to read as followsis deleted and replaced with the 
following table:

“TABLE B105.2
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REQUIRED FIRE-FLOW FOR BUILDINGS OTHER THAN ONE-
AND TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS, Group R-3 and R-4 BUILDINGS AND 

TOWNHOMES
AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER 
SYSTEM
(Design Standard)

MINIMUM FIRE-FLOW
(gallons per minute)

FLOW DURATION
(hours)

No automatic sprinkler system Value in Table B105.1(2) Duration in Table B105.1 (2)
Section 903.1.1 of the International 
Fire Code

50% of the value in Table 
B105.1 (2)a

Duration in Table B105.1 (2) at 
the reduced flow rate

Section 903.1.2 of the International 
Fire Code

50% of the value in Table 
B105.1 (2)b

Duration in Table B105.1 (2) at 
the reduced flow rate

For SI: 1 gallon per minute = 3.785 L/min.
a. The reduced fire-flow shall not be less than 1,500 gallons per minute.
a. The reduced fire-flow shall not be less than 1,500 gallons per minute.”

Sec. 42-950. I.F.C. Section D102.1. Access and loading.

Section D102.1. Access and loading, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“D102.1. Access and loading. Facilities, buildings or portions of buildings 
hereafter constructed shall be accessible to fire department apparatus by way of an 
approved fire apparatus access road with an asphalt, concrete, or other approved 
driving surface capable of supporting the imposed load of fire apparatus weighing 
at least 85,000 pounds (38,636 kg).” 

Sec. 42-961. I.F.C. - Figure D103.1. Dead end fire apparatus access road 
turnaround.

Figure D103.1 Dead end fire apparatus access road turnaround, is hereby amended as 
follows: 

“D103.1 Dead end fire apparatus access road turnaround. The portion of the 
figure entitled ninety-six (96) foot (29260.8 mm) diameter cul-de-sac shall be 
titled ninety (90) foot (27432 mm) diameter cul-de-sac and indicate that the 
diameter of the cul-de-sac is 90 feet (27,432 mm).”   

The remaining provisions of Figure D103.1 shall remain unchanged.

Sec. 42-972. I.F.C. - Section D103.6. Signs.

Section D103.6. Signs, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“D103.6. Signs. Where required by the fire code official, fire apparatus access 
roads shall be marked with permanent NO PARKING-FIRE LANE signs that 
comply with City of Arvada Engineering Standards. Signs shall be posted on one or both 
sides of private streets, roads, or drives designated as fire apparatus access as 
required by Sections D103.6.1 or D103.6.2.” 
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Sec. 42-983. I.F.C. Figure D103.6. Fire Lane Signs is deleted in its entirety. 

Sec. 42-994. I.F.C. - Section D103.6.1. Roads 20-26 feet in width.

Section D103.6.1. Roads 20-26 feet in width, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“D103.6.1. Roads less than 30 feet in width. Fire lane signs as specified in Section 
D103.6 shall be posted on both sides of private streets, roads, or drives designated 
as fire apparatus access that are less than 30 feet wide (9,144 mm).  Installation 
method of fire lane signs shall be in accordance with City of Arvada Engineering 
Standards.”

Sec. 42-10095. I.F.C. - Section D103.6.2. Roads more than 26 feet in width.

Section D103.6.2. Roads more than 26 feet in width, is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

“D103.6.2. Roads 30 to 34 feet in width. Fire lane signs as specified in Section 
D103.6 shall be posted on one side of private streets, roads, or drives designated 
as fire apparatus access that are 30-34 feet wide (9,144 mm- 10,363 mm). 
Installation method of fire lane signs shall be in accordance with City of Arvada 
Engineering Standards.”

Sec. 42-96. I.F.C. - Section D105.3. Proximity to building.

Section D105. 3. Proximity to building, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“D105.3 Proximity to building.  At least one of the required access routes meeting 
this condition shall be positioned parallel to one entire side of the building.  The 
side of the building on which the aerial fire apparatus access road is positioned 
shall be approved by the fire code official. 

Section 4. Article III of Chapter 42, International Fire Code is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

ARTICLE III.  FIRE RESTRICTIONS OR BANS

Sec. 42-1010.  Legislative declaration, purpose, and scope.

(a) Legislative declaration.  The City Council finds that establishing laws, 
regulations, and procedures that safeguard life and property from fire and 
explosion dangers arising from hazardous conditions is necessary to protect the 
health, safety, and welfare of the public.  The City Council also finds that County 



19

and AFPD officials have the necessary expertise to determine when Stage 1 fire 
restrictions or a Stage 2 fire ban is necessary to protect the public’s health, safety, 
and welfare.

(b) Purpose.  The purpose of this ordinance is to provide for the regulation of open 
fires or burning, or recreational fires, when atmospheric or other local conditions 
increase the danger of wild or other uncontrolled fires.

(c) Scope.  This Article does not apply to:

(1) A fire specifically authorized by permit issued by the fire code official having 
jurisdiction over the fire location including, but not limited to: a fire permitted 
as part of a professional fireworks display, permitted as part of the use of a 
pyrotechnics device or of pyrotechnics, or a permitted bonfire; or

(2) An open fire or open burning activity by any federal, state, or local fire 
protection employee as part of an authorized training exercise or otherwise in 
the performance of an official fire suppression function.

Sec. 42-1021.  Definitions.

Except as set forth herein, or except where the context clearly indicates otherwise, words, 
terms, and phrases used in this article shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the 
International Fire Code as adopted by the City.

AFPD means the Arvada Fire Protection District.

County means the Critical Incident Response Section of the Jefferson County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Hot work means operations including, but not limited to, cutting, welding, Thermit 
welding, brazing, soldering, grinding, thermal spraying, thawing pipe, installation of 
torch-applied roof systems, or any other similar activity.  It also includes the operation of 
an electric or gas-fueled portable powered welder or cutting appliance that produces heat, 
flame, sparks, or molten metal slag.

Liquid- or gas-fueled appliance means any equipment or device that burns liquid or 
gaseous fuel that can be shut off by means of a switch or other mechanical means and 
that is designed or intended for use outdoors to produce heat for pleasure, religious, 
ceremonial, cooking, warmth, or similar purposes.  This includes, but is not limited to, a 
liquid- or gas-fueled camp stove, fire pit, or grill.

City Manager means the Arvada City Manager or his or her designee.

Open fire or open burning has the meaning set forth in the International Fire Code.  It 
also includes a fire or combustion of materials created as a result of hot work, or a fire in 
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a tethered or untethered sky lantern.  For purposes of enforcement of this Article, and 
notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, any fire that is not a recreational fire 
shall be deemed to be an open fire.

Portable outdoor fireplace means a portable, outdoor solid-fuel-burning fireplace that 
may be constructed of steel, concrete, clay, or other noncombustible material.  A portable 
outdoor fireplace may be open in design or may be equipped with a small hearth opening 
and a short chimney or chimney opening in the top.  This type of fireplace is sometimes 
known as a chiminea.

Recreational fire means an outdoor fire burning materials other than rubbish where the 
fuel being burned is not contained in an incinerator and that has a total fuel area of 3 feet 
(914 mm) or less in diameter and 2 feet (610 mm) or less in height for pleasure, religious, 
ceremonial, cooking, warmth, or similar purposes.  For purposes of this article, a 
recreational fire includes, but is not limited to, a fire in a charcoal barbeque grill, a 
barbeque pit, a fire pit, or a fixed, permanent outdoor fireplace that is fueled by charcoal, 
wood, or other solid fuel, a fire in a barrel or drum, a fire in a portable outdoor fireplace, 
or a fire in a tiki torch, or in a similar device, object, or piece of equipment.  It also 
includes any fire created as a result of the use of liquid- or gas-fueled appliance.

Stage 1 fire restriction or restrictions mean a limitation or limitations on building, 
maintaining, or attending to a recreational fire, an open fire, or on acts related to, or that 
may create, open burning, and as further described in section 42-104 of this Article.

Stage 2 fire ban means a limitation or limitations on building, maintaining, or attending 
to a recreational fire, an open fire, or on acts related to, or that may create, open burning, 
and as further described in section 42-105 of this Article.

Undeveloped area means publicly or privately owned land that is not landscaped, 
groomed, manicured through frequent and regular mowing, or watered by means other 
than natural precipitation, or any area where vegetation has been allowed to grow in a 
natural environment or manner such that it may reasonably be deemed an undue wild fire 
hazard.

Sec. 42-1032.  Authority.

The City Manager may declare and implement Stage 1 fire restrictions, or a Stage 2 fire 
ban based upon and following the declaration of fire restrictions or a fire ban by the 
County or by recommendation of the AFPD.

Sec 42-1043.  Declaration and notice.

(a) Issuance of the declaration.  Within a reasonable time after the County declares 
fire restrictions or a fire ban to be in effect in unincorporated areas of the County, 
or the AFPD recommends the imposition of fire restrictions or a fire ban, the City 
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Manager may declare Stage 1 fire restrictions or a Stage 2 fire ban to be in effect 
within or upon any area within the City by publishing notice of the restrictions or 
ban on the City’s website.  Subject to available resources, the City Manager may 
cause the declaration to be published on other social media sites of the City 
Manager’s choosing, or by other means deemed reasonably necessary to 
implement or publicize the restrictions or ban.

(b) Contents of the declaration.  The declaration of the existence of Stage 1 fire 
restrictions or a Stage 2 fire ban must specify the date the restrictions or ban 
begins and the geographic parameters of the restrictions or ban.  The declaration 
must specify whether Stage 1 fire restrictions or a Stage 2 fire ban is in place, and 
the general nature of the activities prohibited and allowed under the restrictions or 
ban.  In addition, the declaration must reference this article of the Code. 

(c) Other information.  The declaration may specify measures citizens may take to 
reduce the possibility of, or to prevent, uncontrolled fires, and to extinguish fires 
that do occur.  The notice may remind the public that the possession, manufacture, 
storage, sale, handling, and use of fireworks, and the discharge of firearms, are 
prohibited throughout Arvada.

(d) Withdrawal of the declaration.  The declaration may be withdrawn by the City 
Manager after a County declaration has been lifted, after the AFPD has 
withdrawn its fire restrictions or ban recommendation, or otherwise upon a 
finding by the City Manager that there exists competent evidence to lift the 
restrictions or ban, and by the publication of the withdrawal of the declaration on 
the City’s website.  The notice must specify the date the declaration is withdrawn.  
The notice may specify the reason or reasons the declaration is withdrawn.  
Subject to available resources, the City Manager may also publish the withdrawal 
of the declaration on other social media sites or by other means deemed 
reasonable by the City Manager.

Sec. 42-1054.  Stage 1 fire restrictions – unlawful acts.

(a) Fire restrictions generally.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, it 
shall be unlawful for a person to build, maintain, attend to, or use a recreational 
fire or an open fire within the City after a Stage 1 fire restrictions declaration has 
been issued by the City Manager.

Exceptions:  The following acts or activities are allowed during a declared Stage 
1 fire restrictions period:

1. Smoking, if it is done in an enclosed vehicle or building, or outdoors in an 
area that is more than thirty feet from an undeveloped area, and then, only if 
smoking is otherwise allowed under existing state and local smoking laws.

2. The use of a recreational fire, if it is contained within a permanently 
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constructed fire grate upon private property or within a park, and if the fire is 
more than 30 feet from an undeveloped area.

3. The use of a tiki torch or portable outdoor fireplace upon private property, or 
the use of a fire pit upon private property or within a park, if the tiki torch, 
portable outdoor fireplace, or fire pit is more than 30 feet from an 
undeveloped area.

4. The use of a liquid- or gas-fueled appliance.
5. The use of an Underwriters Laboratories (UL) listed wood pellet grill.
6. The operation of a chain saw.
7. Hot work operations if the work is performed in an area more than 30 feet 

from an undeveloped area.
8. The burning of explosive wastes by the manufacturer of the explosives in an 

area zoned for industrial use, if the fire is supervised by the fire protection 
district.

9. The use of an explosive initiation system requiring a burning fuse line.

Sec. 42-1065.  Stage 2 fire ban – unlawful acts.

(a) Fire ban generally.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, it shall be 
unlawful for a person to build, maintain, attend to, or use a recreational fire or an 
open fire within the City after a Stage 2 fire ban declaration has been issued by 
the City Manager.

Exceptions:  The following acts or activities are allowed during a declared Stage 
2 fire ban period:

1. Smoking, if it is done in an enclosed vehicle or building, or outdoors in an 
area that is more than thirty feet from an undeveloped area, and then, only if 
smoking is otherwise allowed under existing state and local smoking laws.

2. The use of a liquid- or gas-fueled appliance.
3. The use of Underwriters Laboratories (UL) listed wood pellet grill.
4. The operation of a chain saw equipped with a properly installed spark 

arresting device that is in good working order.  The operator must also have 
readily available for quick use at all times while the saw is being operated an 
extinguishing source such as a pressurized water extinguisher, a proper 
chemical pressurized extinguisher that is large enough to handle nearby 
hazards, or sufficient water to extinguish any fire created through use of the 
saw.  In addition, the operator must have in his or her possession at all times 
while the saw is being operated at least one pointed shovel with an overall 
length of at least 36 inches.

5. Hot work operations if the work is performed in an area that is barren or 
cleared of all combustible material more 30 feet in all directions from the 
operating equipment, and with a permit from the fire code official having 
jurisdiction over the operating location.
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Sec. 42-107.6  Initiation of prosecution.

(a) Initiation of prosecution.  When a peace officer finds any person has acted in 
violation of this article, he or she may issue a summons and complaint to that 
person, firm, or corporation by means set forth in Chapter 58 of this Code.

(b) Unattended or abandoned locations.  For unattended or abandoned locations, a 
copy of a summons and complaint shall be posted on the premises in a 
conspicuous place at or near the entrance to such premises, and the summons and 
complaint shall be mailed by certified mail, with return receipt requested or a 
certificate of mailing, to the last known address of the owner, occupant, or both.

Sec. 42-108.7  Penalty.

Any violation of this Article shall be punished by a fine or imprisonment not to exceed 
the limits established in section 1-5 of this Code.

Sections 42-108 - 42-109.  Reserved.

Section 5. Should any provision of this ordinance be declared by a court to be 
unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a 
whole, or any part thereof, other than the part so declared unconstitutional or invalid.

Section 6.  This ordinance shall be effective on October 1, 2020.

INTRODUCED, READ, AND ORDERED PUBLISHED this 17th day of August, 2020.

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 14th day of September, 2020.

                                           

____________________________________
Marc Williams, Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________
City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Rachael A. Morris, City Attorney:
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BY:  _______________________________
Publication Dates: August 17, 2020

September 14, 2020



 

                              
Residential Fire Sprinkler Information 

 
I) Forward 
The Arvada Fire Protection District (AFPD) strongly believes that a reactive fire protection 
philosophy is not what is needed to manage the impacts of fire on a community. For many years, the 
traditional fire service has had a strategy designed around the hope that fire departments could 
amass enough resources and beat the clock by arriving soon enough to have a positive impact on a 
fire incident. While it is still important to have adequate staffing to safely fight a structure fire, we 
also understand the inherent limitations to responding to structures without built-in fire sprinkler 
systems. We believe that it is time to rethink the way we protect our citizens and protect our 
firefighters. 
 
Fortunately, today many communities are taking a more proactive fire protection philosophy by 
embracing proven technology and built-in protection, consistent and educational code 
enforcement, and stronger public education programs.  It is hard to say how many more lives could 
be saved, injuries prevented, loss of property and reduced impact on the environment by not 
amending out the prescriptive requirement for residential sprinklers in the model codes. However, 
the AFPD does know that of the several large-loss-of-life residential fire disasters (7 deaths) and 
hundreds of fires that have occurred within the AFPD since 2016, not one has occurred in a 
sprinklered building.  
 
We believe that this proposal will not only reduce the risk and impact of fires in our community but 
will improve firefighter safety and help reduce the demand for extensive resources for residential 
structure fires. 

  
II) Problem Statement 
Nearly all one- and two-family structures in the AFPD, including Wheat Ridge and unincorporated 
Jefferson County, were built without automatic fire sprinkler protection to control the growth of 
fire and allow for the safe evacuation of the occupants. Historically this requirement was amended 
out of the International Residential Code despite it being prescriptively required since 2009. 
Moreover, the efforts by fire departments nationwide have been thwarted by homebuilder and real 
estate groups, citing unsubstantiated claims that the systems are excessively expensive and hinder 
development.    
 
Provided within this proposal, there is both national and local information regarding the cost and 
effectiveness of residential sprinkler systems as well as figures based on fires within the city of 
Arvada that presents fire loss data and fire loss versus the cost of a fire sprinkler system. 

        

III. Problem Analysis 
Fire Statistics provided by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) shows there are more 
than 355,000 fires in residential structures and 80% of fire related deaths occur within the 
residential setting. Additionally, the fire problem has increased because of the following home 
characteristics: 

• larger home sizes,  
• larger open spaces within homes,  
• increased and more hazardous fuel loads,  
• lightweight building construction materials, and  



 

• more void spaces 
 

These characteristics allow for faster fire propagation, shorter time to flashover, rapid changes in 
fire dynamics, shorter escape times, and shorter time for structural collapse. The NFPA Home 
Structure Fires 2019 report indicates that flashover times have decreased from 30 minutes to less 
than 5 minutes, primarily based upon modern finishes in today’s homes. Moreover, fires in non-
sprinklered homes have a significantly higher chance of spreading beyond the room of origin, 
where fires in sprinklered homes rarely spread beyond the area of origin. 
 
It is not disputed that new construction methods have reduced fires related to building system-
initiated structure fires, but what construction codes cannot do is address the human element in the 
ignition of structure fires.  

 

 
Figure 2. Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition’s chart representing the growth of fire and time to suppress a fire 

 
In 2009, the International Code Council’s (ICC) International Residential Code (IRC) first introduced 
the requirement to sprinkler one- and two-family dwellings. Since then, many jurisdictions have 
amended this requirement out of their adopted IRC citing the high cost impact of installing fire 
sprinkler systems in one- and two-family dwellings. Over the last ten years many jurisdictions have 
begun to keep the prescriptive fire sprinkler requirement in their IRC adoptions. This was based on 
the lower cost of fire sprinkler systems (national average $1.35 per square foot), the introduction of 



 

multi-purpose P2904 fire sprinkler systems and, not seeing a significant reduction in the civilian 
casualty rate (approximately 3,000 nationally)1 and within Colorado approximately 30 fire deaths2.  

 

 
Figure 1. NFPA fire death statistics in the United States and Colorado. 

 
Fire growth is exponential and fire sprinkler systems can reduce the rate of fire growth in a quick 
and efficient manner. In 90% of residential structure fires in sprinklered buildings, a single fire 
sprinkler can detect, activate, and suppress a fire within two minutes of ignition. Given that 
information, a typical residential sprinkler discharges 14 gallons per minute and can suppress a fire 
with approximately 28 gallons. Taking into consideration a fire department response time of eight 
minutes from the time of call, the sprinkler system will discharge a total of 140 gallons over a ten-
minute time frame. When compared to fire department suppression operations it is significantly 
less. Fire department suppression operations may discharge close to 1,500 gallons (150 gallons per 
minute) to suppress the fire that has grown uncontrolled over that same ten-minute time and have 
significantly more fire damage.  
 
Currently, NFPA 1710 (standards for organization and fire suppression deployment) requires a 
minimum of 14 firefighting personnel and AFPD on average responds with 19 personnel to all 
residential structure fires. If a given situation presents additional hazards, more firefighting 
personnel will be required to respond. When fire sprinkler systems have suppressed a fire, there is 
a decreased need to have as many personnel on-scene, they can then be made available to respond 
to other emergency incidents. 
 

 The use of automatic fire sprinkler systems to control fire relates to more than just personnel and 
equipment. The ability to control fire often extends beyond the ability of fire suppression 

 
1 US Fire Death Rate by State: https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/News-and-Research/Fire-statistics-and-
reports/US-Fire-Problem/osstate.pdf, p.7 
2 Fire Death Rates by State: https://www.nfpa.org/News-and-Research/Data-research-and-tools/US-Fire-
Problem/Fire-deaths-by-state 



 

personnel, because the time of discovery and the rapidity of flame spread is often uncontrolled. 
Considering these possibilities, analysis indicates that any size structure could be subject to heavy 
or total fire loss regardless of fire department size.  This should be given equal or greater 
consideration than personnel demand. Sprinklers can also reduce the impact on the environment 
by not releasing as many fire gasses into the atmosphere and reduce the amount of fire debris and 
contaminated water going down storm sewers. 

 
IV) Supportive Data 
Automatic fire sprinklers have an enviable record in controlling fires and limiting loss.  NFPA 
statistics have shown that they are effective 97% of the time and property loss is reduced up to 
68%.  A 15-year study was completed in Scottsdale, Arizona that showed property loss of structure 
fires categorized in two types of homes, sprinklered and non-sprinklered. This study proved that 
the average cost of fire damage in a sprinklered home was $2,166.00 as compared to $45,019.00 in 
a non-sprinklered home3. Residential fire sprinklers provide four basic functions when installed 
within a residential structure.  

1. They automatically detect fire,  
2. Operate upon activation to fight the fire (not all sprinklers),  
3. Provide essential time to evacuate, and  
4. Remain in operation until the fire is suppressed and shut off 

 
From the AFPD perspective, due to decades of engineering design, construction, assembly, and the 
rigid testing and approval requirements, automatic sprinklers are among the most reliable 
mechanical devices made. Furthermore, nine out of ten fire sprinkler activations in residential 
structures are contained with only one fire sprinkler opening and flowing water. Furthermore, 
there is no maintenance requirement for residential sprinkler systems. If they are kept on and not 
obstructed, they will operate as designed.  

 
Moreover, the National Institute of Standards and Technology conducted an in-depth cost analysis 
of residential sprinkler systems in 2005. That study showed that the cost of the most expensive 
residential sprinkler system in a 2,257 ft2 home with a 100% markup cost $2,800.464. Considering 
inflation over the last 15 years of approximately 38%, that same system would cost $3,864.63 in 
2020. Resulting in an average cost per square foot of $1.71 per square foot. This data is supported 
locally based on data provided by the Westminster Fire Department. The data compiled by the 
Westminster Fire Department has shown an average cost per square foot of $1.75 for an average 
home size of 3,126 square feet.  
 
In the last year, the AFPD has seen six residential sprinkler systems installed within unincorporated 
areas of Jefferson County. These systems are arguably the most expensive systems due to them 
being installed in custom homes ranging in size from 3,000 square feet to nearly 10,000 square feet. 
Despite that fact, the average cost of these systems is $2.59 per square foot. For most of the 
residential development within the city of Arvada, they are tract homes. Tract home developments 
provide similar floorplans and quantities that result in lower costs per square foot as shown by the 
data provided by the city of Westminster.  
 
The following tables represent the fire losses within the AFPD’s jurisdictional boundaries in the City 
of Arvada occurring from January 1st, 2016 through May 31st, 2020. There was a total of 117 one- 
and two-family dwelling fires. Utilizing the NIST and Westminster average cost per square foot of 

 
3 www.homfiresprinkler.org/fireservice/scottsdale15.html 
4 https://www.nist.gov/publications/economic-analysis-residential-fire-sprinkler-systems-0 



 

$1.75, the cost of installing a fire sprinkler system is less than 2% of the total cost of a newly 
constructed one- and two-family dwelling. 

 

 
Figure 3: Total Dollar Fire Loss by Year 2016 to Date 

 
 

 
Figure 4: City of Arvada Average Fire Loss versus Average Cost of Sprinkler System 

 

These tables show that on average there is around $1,480,000 of fire damage annually, and an 
average of $59,031 per fire. National statistics from the NFPA state that fire loss can be reduced by 



 

up to 97% when a home is sprinklered. Utilizing Scottsdale’s 15 years of data on fire loss in 
sprinklered homes, $2,166 dollars in fire loss is significantly less that what we are currently seeing 
in Arvada.  
 

V) Cost Benefit 
In addition to protection against destruction of property, injuries, loss of life and possibly business 
interruptions, there are insurance savings potential. Although the thought of having insurance for 
fire related occurrences as enough, does not take into consideration the sentimental contents that 
will be lost in a fire. Often, it takes months, if not years, to have the home damaged by fire to be 
restored to a living condition. Most of the current residences in Arvada do not have sprinklers 
because the cost per dollar for fire sprinkler protection has appeared unjustifiably high to the 
building contractors and/or owners in relation to the value of the building.  In 2017, the United 
States Congress passed tax reform legislation in Cost Recover Section 13201. Under this law, 
residential structures that are equipped with a fire sprinkler system will be able to fully expense 
the cost of that system5. This incentive allows 100% cost recovery through 2022 and reduces 20% 
annually until 2027. 
 
When structures, including one- and two-family dwellings and residential developments are 
equipped with fire sprinkler systems, allowances may be made for narrower fire apparatus access 
roads, access to points within 150 feet of all portions of the exterior of a structure can be increased, 
reduced required fire flow (therefore reduced public water main sizes) increased distance between 
fire hydrants, and numerous allowances out of the IRC. These allowances arguably offset the 
increased cost of installing a fire sprinkler system. It is often stated that requiring residential 
sprinkler systems will deter development and decrease the volume of affordable housing. There is 
no statistical data that supports these assertions and surrounding jurisdictions that require 
residential sprinklers have indicated that development has not been deterred because of this 
requirement. 
 
The AFPD understands that on the surface, the requirement of residential sprinklers will increase 
the cost of a home. Furthermore, it will require city and/or AFPD staff to review and inspect these 
systems. Fortunately, there are two different system types that can be installed, and both can be 
designed to reduce the demand of city and/or AFPD staff time. Understanding that water quality is 
of high importance, these systems can be designed in a manner that does not change how domestic 
water systems are currently designed, reviewed, installed, and inspected. Furthermore, the AFPD 
can commit to a low cost for review, permitting and inspections of those systems that will not 
significantly impact the cost of these installations. Additionally, we can commit to same day reviews 
and next day inspections for these systems. 
 
The most important area to address here lacks a dollar value; it is life safety and a feeling of security 

that sprinkler protection provides the occupants of the building. 
 

VI) Additional Benefits 
In addition to the obvious and overriding benefit of providing a highly desirable level of public 
safety, the spin-off benefits are numerous.  Financial savings most certainly are realized from the 
reduction of resources needed for a first alarm assignment, wear and tear on equipment, fuel 
consumption, firefighter injuries, and personnel hours, to name a few.  All these benefits provide 
opportunities for substantial savings or cost avoidance to the taxpayers. 

 
5 https://www.nwfd10.org/files/news/541/nfsa-fyi-tax-reform-info-2018_v7.pdf 



 

 
We also believe that attitude changes can be expected, including a greater sensitivity to fire 
prevention and a proactive approach to community fire protection.  One could logically expect that 
our sprinkler efforts would be undertaken in areas not specifically mandated.  Other associated 
prevention actions (e.g., early warning devices, self-home inspection, and resident evacuation 
training) could conceivably be implemented concurrently with installation of sprinklers.   
 
Other tangible benefits include a return on investment, increased property values, and the 
desirability of occupancy. It is also important to note that not amending this out of the IRC does not 
affect current residents. This would only apply to newly constructed homes and does not require 
sprinkler systems in additions or remodels. The community will benefit by making our community 
fire safe.  
 
Finally, maintaining the residential fire sprinkler requirement in the IRC is one of the most fiscally 
reasonable, public welfare-oriented, and visionary efforts government and fire service leaders can 
undertake. 

 
VII)  Recommendation 
It is important to note that the AFPD is not asking for an additional fire safety requirement, we are 
simply asking for the minimum requirements that have been vetted through an international 
consensus code development process to be trusted. We can then continue to ensure the health, 
safety and welfare of the people who live in, work in, and visit this great community.  
 
The AFPD can commit to low permit fees, group reviews in large batches for typical floorplans, 
quick turn-around times and next day inspections to ensure there is as little impact to the 
construction process as possible.  
 
It is AFPD’s recommendation that during the adoption of the 2018 ICC code set, that the 
prescriptive residential sprinkler requirements are maintained and join progressive jurisdictions 
such as Boulder, Boulder County, Castle Pines, Centennial, Cherry Hills Village, Colorado Springs, 
Federal Heights, Fraser, Fort Collins, Golden, Granby, Grand County, Greeley, Louisville, Morgan 
County, Snowmass Village, Superior, Westminster and Winter Park.  
 
In closing, we appreciate the opportunity to discuss this proposed ordinance change and welcome 
your feedback. Again, thank you for your community leadership and interest in making Arvada a 
fire-safe community. 
 

  

 
_________________________________________  
Steven Parker 
Fire Marshal  
Arvada Fire Protection District     
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I have heard there is not enough companies to give competitive quotes, is this true? 
There are 9 companies that only do residential sprinkler work, but there are 140 
companies that do both commercial and residential sprinkler work 

 
There are delays due to scheduling contractors. 

This would be no different from any other trade that is responsible for doing residential 
work. When there is a higher quantity of houses it is easier to keep the contractors 
moving from one house to the next. This is a function of the GC scheduling more than 
the availability of workers. And as indicated above, there are nearly 150 companies that 
do this work. 

 
When a system activates, does the F.D. get automatically notified? 

This system is not required to be monitored, but the homeowner can choose to have it 
monitored so that the F.D. is automatically notified. 
 

Does this code provision affect additions and remodels? 
No, it is only for newly constructed houses. 

 
Is there any cost savings, and if so, how is it passed down to the homeowners? 

I would say that there are cost trade-offs in new developments. This can come from a 
reduced width of roadways being required, fewer access points, and fewer hydrants 
due to longer spacing allowances. I cannot guarantee that these savings will be passed 
down to the homeowners, but theoretically the cheaper the cost of infrastructure, the 
less the individual houses or lots will cost. But I am not contending that this will not cost 
money for new homeowners, it most likely will. But the additional cost is quite low right 
now (1.7% additional) and will probably go down when there are more being installed, 
and the overall cost is reduced for these systems. 

 
Can this affect the engineering standards set forth by Arvada? 

It can. There can be a separate roadway design requirement for developments that are 
sprinklered. It would primarily only affect the width of the roads, but this would also 
have to be agreed upon by engineering and planning so that their needs are met for 
items like parking on streets. During the process of updating the engineering standards, 
we have been provided the opportunity to provide our feedback, and this is the time 
that we discuss the opportunities that residential fire sprinklers can address. 
 
Questions/Concerns from Utilities Division 
Q: They are unaware of the impact on the overall water system with larger tap sizes in 
respect to system capacity, cost perspectives, and tap sizes.  



A: Sprinkler systems do not run unless they are needed and based on the number of 
fires it would have an impact on the overall water system 30-40 times per year. I 
contend that the impact on the overall system will be less, even with larger tap sizes. 
The reason being that the sprinkler system will be demanding 14-28 gallons per minute 
(on average) where the fire department will be flowing at least 150 gallons per minute 
for a longer duration. Therefore, the impact on the system will be lessened. Sprinkler 
system water usage during those 30-40 fires per year will be insignificant for the water 
system. 
In respect to the tap sizes, there will be a minimal cost increase going from a 5/8”x3/4” 
tap and meter, to a 3/4”x3/4” or a 1” tap and meter charge. 

• 5/8”x3/4” meter and tap fee = $411.00 

• 3/4” meter and tap fee = $452.00 

• 1” meter and tap fee = $812.00 
 

Based on our research residential fire sprinkler systems will require either a 3/4” or 1” 
meter. The largest cost impact will come in the form of the Denver Metro Wastewater 
fees. When the tap size is increased to 3/4” there is no additional fee, but when a 1” tap 
is needed the fee is increase $12,152.00. 
 
Q: Water quality/stagnation management will be an issue. 
A: The American Water Works Association (AWWA) provided a report on residential fire 
sprinklers and their interaction with the water systems. This document states that no 
backflow is required if there is a passive purge installed between the fire sprinkler 
system and the most remote toilet.  
 
Q: There will be an increased cost of service, increase in infrastructure size, larger capital 
cost and increased inspections imposed on the city.  
A: Although there could be an impact, if done properly, this will have a very minimal 
impact to the city. Backflow prevention is not required as described above, therefore 
there will not be a need to manage a larger number of backflows throughout the city. 
Regarding infrastructure impacts, I believe that it will help the infrastructure. With 
residential sprinkler systems installed, the overall fire flow needed when designing the 
water system can be reduced. Without residential fire sprinklers the required fire flow 
from the water system is a minimum of 1,000 gallons per minute, where developments 
are sprinklered the minimum fire flow can be reduced to 500 gallons per minute. The 
lower the required fire flow, the greater opportunity to reduce water main sizes. And 
the reduction in water main sizes helps with water quality.  
 
Q: Will there be additional building/plumbing costs, and there will be issues with 
homeowner and contractors going forward. 
A: As I have stated numerous times, this will have a cost associated with it. The cost of 
the systems is minimal when building a new house, even if it is affordable housing. In 
respect to the homeowner and contractors having issues with these systems, there is 
no factual data that proves this statement. Often positions are taken based on either a 
lack of understanding of these systems or antiquated information. Contractors, as 
shown in the city of Westminster, have not posed significant concerns or pushback on 



this requirement. With respect to the homeowners, the fire department will produce 
informational materials that can be provided to homeowners that have residential fire 
sprinkler systems installed within their home.  

 
Most of the concerns presented can be easily remedied, but there will be a learning curve 
for everyone associated with single-family development and construction.  
 
How is the domestic water system protected from stagnant water in these systems? 

There are various ways that this can be accomplished. One would be a tank and pump 
installation, where the system is not connected to the domestic water supply. For the 
systems that are connected to the domestic water supply, there can be a passive purge 
installed. AWWA states that “backflow protection typically is not needed on domestic 
lines and lines supplying both fire and domestic flow”. Same for dedicated fire lines, a 
backflow is not required if a passive purge is installed.  

 
Have you received any information from Westminster or Superior regarding their 
experiences? 

Westminster: I spoke with the Chief Building Official and he indicated that this was a 
city council led decision. But they did a lot of research prior to its implementation and 
has been in effect since 2014. There have not been any significant hurdles throughout 
their implementation. Some of the changes they had to make were upsizing the meters 
from a 5/8”x3/4” meter to a 3/4"x3/4” meter, but some installations have a 1”x1” 
meter. They do not charge additional tap fees for the change in size either. Most 
installations are where the sprinkler systems are tapped off the domestic supply inside 
of the house. These installations require a passive purge (which is recommended by the 
AWWA) and no backflow preventor is required.  
 
At the time in which this was originally implemented, the city had a growth 
management program that allowed for only a certain amount of new development. But 
the development at that time, and now has not been hindered at all. He has not seen 
this impact affordable housing despite claims that these systems will push some out of 
affordable housing options. Some of the early developers in their process indicated that 
they may no longer be able to build their developments, but in the end they all 
completed their development with residential sprinkler systems being installed. The 
costs associated with these systems are nowhere near the costs that developers and 
builders indicated early on, in the $12/square foot realm. The costs presented by 
developers included tanks, pumps, and copper piping, where the actual systems have 
been fed off the domestic supply line with CPVC piping and no pump and tank. They 
have seen it range from $1 to $3, with an average of $1.75/square foot.  
 
Moreover, they have not experienced delays in the construction schedules as a direct 
result of residential sprinklers being required. This has been a requirement for over six 
years, and they have not had any push back in at least five of those years. Lastly, because 
they mainly see 13D systems, the building department has not been impacted because 
the fire department is doing all those reviews and inspections.  
 



Superior: I was not able to get in contact with the Chief Building Official. But I was 
informed by the fire department that this too was a city council driven requirement. 
The fire department had little to no involvement in the decision to maintain residential 
sprinklers within the IRC.  
 
Golden: I spoke with the Chief Building Official and he indicated that there has been 
little to no push back on the residential sprinkler requirements. Additionally, he does 
not believe that this requirement has deterred anyone from building within Golden. 
Golden is not the best comparison for all aspects of this code requirement because 
there are no single-family developments going in, they are primarily single infill homes. 
But, in their experience, they are seeing 1”x1” tap sizes and most of their systems are 
either P2904 or 13D systems tapped off the domestic supply to the houses. This has 
been a requirement in Golden since 2013.  

 
In your review you did not share where the fire started in the homes that has lost lives. 

One was in the basement and the other was on the exterior porch area that extended 
into the home. Although, the most common area of the home where fires start is in the 
kitchen. 

 
Are there any other factors involved that contributed to the loss of life?  

This is a difficult question to answer, but three factors are mobility deficits, age, and 
cognitive impairment (alcohol). Nationally, age is one of the main factors in loss of life 
in fires. 54% of people who lose their life in a fire are age 55 and older. One significant 
factor is the time in which these fires occur. Although only 19% of home fire occur 
between the hours of 11:00pm and 1:00am, 52% of the deaths are accounted for during 
that time. Sprinkler system, in these situations provide a tenable atmosphere for a 
longer period, allowing for a safe evacuation from the home.  

 
Are there other options, other than full-house sprinklers, that can be addressed for 
sensitive fire sections of the home? 

There are no other options that truly take the place of sprinklers. The other items 
currently required like smoke alarms, provide early warning but does not provide 
additional time to egress. And passive fire protection may reduce the spread of fire 
between units/floors but does not control a fire and provide additional time to egress. 

 
Response time could also be a factor in requiring sprinkler systems (homes in fringe 
areas). 

There are many factors that need to be considered in respect to our response times. 
But in general, there are areas that are further from a fire station than others. But no 
matter how quick we can get there; the sprinklers will ensure that the fire remains small 
if not completely extinguish it before we could get there. AFPD data shows that our 
response times to high risk incidents (structure fires) is nearly 8 minutes from the time 
the call is received at Jeffcom to get one piece of apparatus on-scene. This is 6 minutes 
longer than it takes a sprinkler to activate and control a fire. When fires double in size 
every 30 seconds, the six-minute difference plays a significant role in the size and extent 
of a fire.  



 
Consideration for economic impact should include first time buyers in the housing market 
in Arvada. (Note:  affordable housing) 

I cannot say that this will not have some impact. What I am saying is that it is a small 
impact when compared to the historical view of how costly these systems are. It is not 
a significant increase, less than 2% the cost of a house. This minimal cost to save lives 
and property is worth maintaining this life safety system. 

 
Builders that offer automatic sprinkler systems as an option - how many have they sold 
and at what cost to the homeowner?)  Is the cost benefit to the homeowner adequate to 
the decision to put a sprinkler system in their home? 

There are very few builders that provide this as an option, and as a matter of fact we 
were informed by Richmond, William Lyon, Meritage, and Century that they will not 
allow these to be installed until the buyer owns the house (after closing). I do not think 
that someone building a home has enough information to make an educated decision 
on this matter. I feel that this is similar to other areas of residential construction (i.e. 
radon mitigation, GFCI’s, fuel fired appliance ventilation, etc.) that buyers have no clue 
on the reasons why it is built into the home but it is there because the codes require it.  
 
The cost/benefit may never be seen, but in the case that there is a fire, there is a 
significant benefit where the loss is reduced up to 91% as compared to not having 
sprinklers. Most insurance companies offer some sort of discount, it may be small, but 
it is available. 

 
To provide adequate housing, which will require more apartments and town houses to 
meet the buyer’s needs, how can this change the dynamics of the city overall (fire, police, 
schools, parks, streets, and general commerce? 

Apartments are currently required to have sprinklers, but townhomes are included in 
the single-family removal in the IRC. What I can speak to is the impact that it will have 
on the fire department. If there is a fire, we will not need to send as many resources to 
a fire, therefore we will have more resources available for other emergencies 
throughout the city. 
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Building and Fire Code Updates 

● Model Codes  
● History/Background 
● Advisory Board 
● Outreach 
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● Licensing rules cross referenced in Ch. 42 and Ch. 78 
● Provision to allow permit to be reopened, finalized, and closed 

without additional fees when outside the control of the permit holder. 
● Resolve discrepancy between licensing test content and license 

categories for General Contractors (I-B, II-B, and II-B) and allow for 
ease of reciprocity with other jurisdictions. 

● Align Plumbing and Electrical Contractor License renewal periods 
with State Licenses (3 year cycle). 

 

Administrative Changes 
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2018 International Building Code 

● Appendix C - guidelines for agricultural buildings 
● Emergency Sheltering 
● Home Based Businesses - without following commercial building 

regulations 
● IBC Ch. 9 Coordination with the International Fire Code 
● Updated Wind Speed West of Highway 93 
● Swimming Pool Installations - adopting the Swimming Pool Code 
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2018 International Residential Code 

● Single Book Contains All Requirements to Build Houses, Duplexes, 
or Townhomes 

● Appendix F - Radon 
● Climate Data Table - updates and single source for design 

information for customers 

 



Residential 
Fire Sprinkler 

Systems 
    

Steven Parker 
Fire Marshal 6 



The Fire 
Problem 

Fire Statistics in Arvada 
• 01/01/2016 through 06/01/2020 
• 61.5% of all fires in Arvada 
• 87.5% of fire fatalities in Arvada occurred in one- and two-family dwellings 
• Arvada is approximately 2% of CO population but account for 6.7% of fire 

fatalities since 2016 
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Highlights 

Code Requirement & History 

Proposal 
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• 2009 IRC began requiring in one- and two-family dwellings with a full implementation 
required in 2011 

• Historically amended out in Arvada & other communities 
• This is the minimum prescriptive requirement derived from the ICC code development 

process 

• Keep the minimum prescriptive code requirements in the IRC 
• COVID-19 Impact – is now the time? 

• Let us not look only at what is immediately in front of us, but what will be here for the long-
term 

• Join many of our progressive neighboring jurisdictions who have maintained it 
• Westminster, Superior, Louisville, Golden, Boulder, Erie 

Facts 
• Houses become uninhabitable in approximately two minutes 
• Not every sprinkler activates – only the ones exposed to the heat 
• No more prone to leaking that domestic plumbing systems 
• Inspections can be done by homeowner – simple visual checks 
 
 



Residential 
Systems 

System Types 
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THIS IS WHAT IT IS 
NOT 
NFPA 13D – TAPPED 
OFF DOMESTIC 
SERVICE 

NFPA 13D – TANK AND 
PUMP 

P2904 – MULTI-
PURPOSE UTILIZING 
DOMESTIC PLUMBING 

CONCEALED SPRINKLERS 



COA & AFPD Priorities 
• Public Safety  
• Water conservation 
• Environmental impacts 
• Maintain organizational effectiveness to enhance quality of life of citizens 
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Priorities 

the Arvada Report, February-March 2020  



Impacts 

Changes COA Will See 
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• Meter size 
• Current – 5/8” x 3/4” 
• Anticipated – 3/4” x 3/4” 
• $41.00 increase for meter 
• No change in tap fee 

• Backflow not required 
• Additional training, plan reviews and inspection time 

if P2904 
• Possible increase in Denver Metro Wastewater fees 

Associated Costs 
• Yes, this will increase the cost of a home 
• Cost AFPD has seen ranges from $1.80/sf to $4.07/sf for 

new construction  
• Cost Recovery Section 13201 – fully expense cost of 

system through 2022, and reduce 20% each year until 2027 
• What is the average minimum cost of hardwood floors?  

       

   
 

   

      

   
 

   

      

     

     

                                                                                    
      

$6/sf  

National Average $1.35/sf 

Westminster Average $1.75/sf 

AFPD Average $2.59/sfab 

a1.7% of cost of $600,000 house (on average) 
bCustom homes, not track homes 



Trade-offs 

Code Allowances w/ Sprinklers 
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• Narrower roads and more opportunity for traffic calming 
• More units in a development with 1 point of access 
• Longer spacing between hydrants 
• Various IRC allowances 



Highlights 

What AFPD can commit to 

Benefits 
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• Low permit fees 
• Group reviews in large batches for typical floorplans 
• Quick turn-around times <1week 
• Next day inspections 

• Allows the much-needed time for occupants to evacuate 
• Compliment smoke alarms 
• Water conservation 

• Reduce water usage by as much as 91% 
• Less contamination of the environment from fire 

• 98% reduction of greenhouse gas emissions 
• Reduce fire damage up to 97% 

• Reliable  
• Does not affect current residences 
• Provides quick suppression capabilities – quicker than we can get there. 

 



Residential Sprinklers 

Request for Arvada City Council support  
▪ Support maintaining residential sprinklers in the IRC 
▪ Reduce the effect on citizens who experience fire 
▪ Reduce water usage and environmental contamination 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14DERiQmOmQ
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Water System Considerations  
 
 
 

System Modeling in Needed 
Significant impacts to the water distribution system will be experienced. 
(e.e. larger water meters doubles the flow rate to residential homes) 
Lost revenue could be experienced (e.g current meter reads at lower flow 
rate than the required meter with fire systems losing the ability to detect 
increased water leakage) 
Impacts to distribution standards and specifications will need to be 
addressed (e.g. water quality management, storage capacity requirements, 
etc) 
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Water System Considerations 

Customers and Operations will be Impacted 
Increased fees to Denver Metro Wastewater (1” meter is $12,152  
compared to ⅝” and ¾”) 
Increased staff overtime will be needed (e.g inspection related to piping 
system failures, high consumption events, backflow event management, 
etc) 
Potential for damages related to leaks and floods (e.g. customer 
education and knowledge is needed for proper system operation and 
maintenance) 
Higher up front and maintenance costs for customers (e.g. contractors 
with experience on these systems are needed) 
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Water System Considerations 

Utilities Recommends a Task Force be Created: 
A task force between Arvada Fire Protection District and City of Arvada 
will provide the needed guidance to implement this change.  
A multidisciplinary team composed of staff from Infrastructure, Public 
Works, and Community and Economic Development could support the 
analysis.  
Delayed adoption is recommended.  
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2018 International Residential Code 
cont. 

● Residential Swimming Pool Installations - adopting the Swimming 
Pool Code 

● Coordination with State Daycare Licensing Categories; Sprinkler 
Protection Only if More than 8 Children (not including providers 
children) 
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2018 Energy Conservation Code 

● Minor Changes in Insulation Values Compared to Previous Code; for 
example, slight increase in energy efficiency of window in homes. 

● Improvements in Commercial Lighting Efficiency 
● Improvements in Insulation or Method of Installation of Ductwork  
● Most Residential Builders are Offering Buildings that Meet or 

Exceed Energy Code Based on Customer Demand (Energy Star is 
most common) 

● High Efficiency Commercial Buildings are also Popular (LEED, for 
example) 
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2018 Existing Building Code 

● Adopted to Provide Guidance, Options, and Tradeoffs for 
Remodeling, Additions, and Unique Situations 
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2018 Fuel Gas, Mechanical, and 
Plumbing Codes 

● Few Substantive Changes 
● Removed the Requirement for “Backwater Valves” in Below Grade 

Floor Drains and Fixtures 
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Property Maintenance Code 

● No Modifications Proposed - 2009 Version Currently Adopted and In 
Use by the Code Enforcement Division of the Arvada Police 
Department. 
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2018 Swimming Pool and Spa Code 

● Combines Requirements from Other Codes and Industry Standards 
into One Document. 

● Includes Requirements for Safety Barriers and Covers for Pools and 
Spas 

● Allows us to Eliminate Lengthy Amendments for Safety Barriers 
from the Ordinance 

● New Technology - Pool Covers 
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National Electrical Code 

● Proposing to Align with State of Colorado Adoption of Most Recent 
National Electrical Code 

● Automatic 
● Eliminates Conflicts with State Mandates 
● One Code for Electrical Contractors to Use Statewide 
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Ordinance Chapter 42, International 
Fire Code 
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2018 International Fire Code 

● Most amendments are administrative or provide additional 
clarification 

● 105.6 & 202: Sheltering in Group A Occupancies 
● 903.1.3: FD access to buildings undergoing change of occupancy 
● 903.1.4: Fire line installed in multi-tenant buildings 
● 3103.9: Water barrels prohibited from use for structural stability of 

tents 
● D105.3: Aerial fire apparatus access roads - proximity to buildings 



REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL
WORKSHOP
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TO:  THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL   DATE:  August 10, 2020
   

SUBJECT:  Sub-Area Planning Efforts
 
Report in Brief
 

As part of the implementation of the Land Development Code (LDC), the City Team will create a series of  "Sub-Area Plans" 
which will focus on targeted areas around the City. The primary areas of interest are places that could see the infill or 
redevelopment over the next five to ten years. These areas include Northwest Arvada, the New Town area, 64th and 
Indiana/McIntyre, 80th and Wadsworth, and 64th Avenue, to name a few. These plans will help the Development Review 
Team incorporate the community's vision into development that happens within the plan areas.

The first two plans which will start this year are the Northwest Arvada Sub-Area Plan and the New Town Sub-Area Plan. 

Other area plans are anticipated to be completed over the next few years. 
 

Background
 

The New Town sub-area is generally defined as the areas along Wadsworth Boulevard and Bypass between the G Line tracks 
on the north and Interstate 70 on the south.  The Arvada Marketplace center along 52nd Avenue will also be included.  

The New Town sub-area plan will build off of the work previously done through the Urban Land Institute Technical Advisory 
Panel in 2019.

The Northwest Arvada sub-area is generally defined as the Indiana Street corridor between the railroad overpass on the south 
and the City boundary on the north.

Both of the plan efforts will include stakeholder committees, and Planning Commission and City Council workshops, as well 
as multiple public input opportunities, and will result in:

* A phasing and implementation schedule and identify priorities for action.

* Act as a framework for regeneration and attract private sector investment.

* Conceptualize and shape the three-dimensional urban environment which is the “missing link”.

* Define public, semiprivate, and private spaces and public amenities.

* Determine the mix of additional uses, density and their physical relationship to each other.

* Engage the local community and act as builder of consensus.
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It is anticipated that the planning efforts will take between nine and twelve months to complete. 
 

Strategic Alignment
 

These planning efforts are intended to implement the following City Council Strategic Results: 95% of development approvals 
conform to the City's Comprehensive Plan as the sub-area plans will become elements of the Comprehensive Plan. In addition, 
development of sub-area plans fully align the City's economic development efforts to the community's vision expressed in the 
Community Survey and Business Survey. 
 

Next Steps
 

The City team will begin work on the sub-area plans this fall and will present an update on progress to the Planning 
Commission and City Council in early 2021. 
  
 Prepared by:
 Sara Hutchinson, Administrative Specialist
  
 Reviewed by:
 Toni Riebschlager, Law Office Administrator 7/29/2020
  
Approved by:  
 

Josie Suk, Development Systems and Administrative Manager 7/27/2020
Patty McCartney, Long Range Planner 7/27/2020
Robert Smetana, Manager of City Planning and Development 7/28/2020
Ryan Stachelski, Director of Community and Economic Development 7/28/2020
Hannah Gregory, Legal Administrative Assistant 7/28/2020
Emily Grogg, Senior Assistant City Attorney 7/29/2020
Rachel Morris, City Attorney 7/29/2020
Lorie Gillis, Deputy City Manager 7/29/2020
Mark Deven, City Manager 7/29/2020
 

Enclosure, exhibits & attachments required to support the report
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We Dream Big and Deliver



Comprehensive Plan

● Comprehensive Plan was adopted in October, 2014.
● The Plan “articulates the community’s shared values 

and vision”.
● The Plan Policies and Goals guide the development of 

the City.
● Prepare sub-area plans in specific focus areas of the 

City to further implement the Comprehensive Plan in 
2020.
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Sub-Area Planning Efforts

● Create a series of  "Sub-Area Plans" that will focus on targeted areas 
around the City as part of the implementation of the updated Land 
Development Code (LDC). 

● Sub-Area plans will help the Development Review Team incorporate the 
community's vision into development that happens within the plan area.

● Primary areas of interest are places that may experience infill or 
redevelopment over the next five to ten years.
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Primary Areas

Primary areas include Northwest Arvada, the New Town area, 64th and 
Indiana/McIntyre, 80th and Wadsworth, and 64th Avenue, to name a few.
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Sub-Area Planning – 2020/2021

● The first two plans to start in 2020 are the Northwest Arvada Sub-
Area Plan and the New Town Sub-Area Plan.

● The anticipated schedule to complete the sub-area planning efforts 
is 12 months.

● The Square Lake Sub-Area Plan collaboration with Adams County 
will start in the next few months and anticipated to be completed 
in 2021.

● Other area plans are anticipated to be completed over the next 
few years. 
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New Town and Northwest Arvada 
Sub-Area Plans

The New Town and Northwest Arvada sub-area plan efforts will include 
stakeholder committees, and Planning Commission and City Council workshops, 
as well as multiple public input opportunities, and will result in:
   * A phasing and implementation schedule and identify priorities for action.
   * Act as a framework for regeneration and attract private sector investment.
   * Conceptualize and shape the three-dimensional urban environment.
   * Define public, semi private, and private spaces and public amenities.
   * Determine the mix of additional uses, density and their physical relationship 
         to each other.
   * Engage the local community and act as builder of consensus.
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New Town Sub-Area Plan 
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Focus Elements
      Redevelopment
      Connectivity
      Housing
      Architectural Design
      Place making
      Traffic
      Parking
      Views



New Town Sub-Area Plan 

Schedule
● Staff Technical Committee – August 2020
● Steering Committee meeting – September 2020
● Public Kick-off meeting – September 2020
● Anticipated to be completed in 2021
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Northwest Arvada Sub-Area Plan 

Focus Elements
    Place making
    Balanced and Sustainable
      Retail & Neighborhood Services
    Connectivity
    Multi-modal opportunities
    Mixed Use Development

Phasing
     Phase I –  primary study area
     Phase 2 – future study area
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Northwest Arvada Sub-Area Plan 

Schedule
● Staff Technical Committee – September 2020
● Steering Committee meeting – October 2020
● Public Kick-off meeting – October 2020
● Anticipated to be completed in 2021
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Square Lake Sub-Area Plan 
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Focus Elements
      Land Use & Transit
        Oriented Development 
      Open Space
      Infrastructure
      Environmental
      Floodplain
    

City of Arvada

Adams County

Adams County – 
Alternative Plan Area

City of Arvada



Questions?
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REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
2.C. 

  

TO:  THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL   DATE:  August 10, 2020
   

SUBJECT:  Staff Updates
 
Report in Brief
 

The purpose of this workshop is for staff to provide City Council with brief updates on projects and issues that do not require a 
full workshop. 
   
 Prepared by:
 Janet Newman, Administrative Specialist
  
 Reviewed by:
 

  
Approved by:  
 

 

Enclosure, exhibits & attachments required to support the report
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